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ing the successfull use of wires or similar arti 
cles for such purposes. 
At the lower edge of one side of the box is 

hinged a door 19, having side guards 20, 
Working under flanges 21 on the inside of the 
box and secured by any suitable bolt, as 22, 
manipulated by means of a lock and key, as 
at 23, over which is hinged a guard or pro 
tector 24. 
The bottom 25 of the box is hinged at its 

rear edge, at 26, and is provided at its front 
edge with a catch 27 to engage a bolt 28, 
working in keepers 29, secured to the front 
of the box. This bolt is so arranged that it 
can only be withdrawn when the door 19 is 
open, so that the locking of the door locks 
the bottom also. It is, however, so far as 
the opening and closing are concerned, inde 
pendent of the door, so that the door may be 
opened without dropping the bottom and the 
box emptied through the door. This will 
generally be the method of procedure when 
a carrier on foot collects the mail, but when 
the carrier with a wagon comes to the box he 
Will be supplied with any improved collec 
tion-bag, as shown particularly in Fig. 3. 
This bag consists of a rectangular frame 30, 
preferably made of wood or light metal, with 
a canvas or leather bag 31 secured thereto. 
Projecting from one end bar of the frame 30 
is a handle 32, while on the opposite end are 
formed Or secured two legs 33, between which 
is loosely pivoted a suspension bar or plate 
34, having projecting from each of its upper 
corners a pintle 35. On one end of the box, 
outside, are attached two improved project 
ing hooks 36. 
When it is desired to empty the box into 

this bag, the collector unlocks the door and 
allows it to drop to its normal open position, 
as in Fig. 4. This leaves his hands free, so 
that he can now hook pintles 35 over hooks 
36 and swing the bag into position where he 
can hold it with one hand. With the other 
hand he withdraws bolt 28, allows bottom to 
drop, as in Fig. 2, thus emptying the contents 
of box into bag. 
To the front of the box is attached an indica 

tOr-plate 37, recessed on the inside to receive 
a circular plate 38, which contains the neces 
Sary figures to indicate the time of the next 
collection, such circular plate being rotatable 
to bring the proper announcement opposite 
an Opening in the indicator-plate 37, as in 
Fig. 5. Secured across the inside of the in 
dicator-plate, inside the circular plate 38 also, 
is a strip of metal 39, having an inward-pro 
jecting point 40, Fig. 6. Inside of this strip 
is a circular plate 41, having a series of per 
forations 42, in number and position corre 
SpOnding With the announcements on circular 
plate 38. This plate 41 is connected to cir 

cular plate 38 and has on it, inside the box, 
a button 43, by which it may be turned. (See 
Fig. 4.) When turned to proper position, one 
of the perforations 42 will engage point 40 
and will be held in engagement thereWith by 
the elasticity of circular plate 41, thus hold 
ing in position and showing the proper fig 
ures, which will remain exposed until changed 
by the collector. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

what I claim as new, and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent of the United States, is 

1. A letter-box having a slot-opening, a 
flap, to close said opening pivoted at its up 
per edge and opening inward, a guard-table 
pivoted inside the box and an elbow-lever 
pivoted inside the box having one end engag 
ing the flap and other end engaging the guard 
table as set forth. 

2. A letter-box having a slot-opening, a 
flap to close said opening pivoted at its upper 
edge, SWinging in Ward and having a cam on 
its inner surface, a guard-table pivoted in 
side the box also provided with a cam and an 
elbow-lever pivoted inside the box, having its 
ends engaging the cams on the flap the and 
guard-table, substantially as set forth. 

3. A letter-box having a slot-opening, a 
flap to close said opening pivoted at its upper 
edge, swinging inward and having a cam on 
its inner surface, a guard-table pivoted in 

elbow-lever pivoted inside the box, having 
curved ends, one of which engages the cam 
On the flap while the other engages the cam 
On the guard-table, substantially asset forth. 

4. A letter-box having a slot-opening, a 
flap to close said opening pivoted at its upper 
edge and opening inward, a guard-table piv 
oted inside the box and having its inner edge 
formed into teeth with their bases separated 
by circular openings and an elbow-lever piv 
oted inside the box having one end engaging 
the flap and the other end engaging the guard 
table, as set forth. 

5. The indicator mechanism herein de 
Scribed comprising the outer recessed plate 
With opening, the circular plate in the recess 
and having announcements thereon, the cross 
strip inside the circular plate having an in 
Ward-projected pin, and the elastic circular 
plate inside said strip, connected with the 
announcement-plate and having perforations 
to engage the pin on the cross-strip, substan 
tially as set forth. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

JAMES W. HENTZ. 
Witnesses : 

S. BRASHEARS, 
C. R. WEAVER. 
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