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UNITED STATES

PaTeENT OFFICE.

MELCHOR MELLIN GER, OF DAYTON, OHIO.

IMPROVED CLOTHES-WASHING MACHINE.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 36,162, dated August 12, 1862.

To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, MELCHOR MELLINGER,
of Dayton, in the county of Montgomery and
State of Ohio, have invented a new and Im-
proved Clothes-Washing Machine; and T do
hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact deseription of the same, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, making a part of this speciﬁcation, in
which—

Figure 1 is a side sectional view of my in-
vention takenin theline x z, Fig. 2; Fig. 2, a
plan or top view of the same.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre'-
sponding parts in the two figures.

To enable those skilled in the art to fully
understand and construct my invention, I will
proceed to deseribe it.

A represents the suds-box, of quadrilateral
form, and having at its back end an inclined
corrugated board, B. The bottom C of the
suds-box 18 covered with a piece of zine, D, or
other suitable metal, the front part of which
is curved,as shown at «,the-back part,b,being
aplane surface,as shown clearly in Fig. 1.

Eis a lever, which is attached by a_joint or
hinge, ¢, to the front end of the suds-box A,
and F' is a plunger, the face-side of which is
corrugated, as shown at d. This pluonger is
connected by a stirrup, G, with the lever E,
and it is also connected to the front part of
the suds-box A by two arms,e ¢, the front ends
of which are fitted loosely in eyes or sockets
Jf on the suds-box. (See Fig. 2.) By work-
ing the lever E up and down a cuvilinear up-
ward and downward movement is imparted to
the plunger F, and the curved part « of the
zine D eonforms to the path of the movement
of the lower end of the plunger. His what I
term a ‘‘press-brace,”” which is composed of
two parts, g and 7. The part g is stationary
or permanently secured in the lower part of
the suds-box A, and the upper part, &, is eon-
nected tog by joints or hinges ¢. The press-
board H and plunger F are parallel with each
other, and in the back part of the press-board
a dovetail recess, j, is made, in which aslide,
k, is fitted. Said slide has a rod, I, fitted in
its upper end, which is connected to the lever
E by a link or hook, J, the latter being fitted
in any of a series of holes made ina plate, K,
attached to the lever.

L is a rod, the ends of which are secured

permanently in the front part of the suds-box
A. Thisrod L is bent or curved so as to form
a straight portion, /, having a transverse por-
tion at the upper part of the suds-box.

M is arod bentso as to form three sides of a
square. The ends of the rod M are bent to
form journals m m, which are fitted in eyes
nin the top of the suds-box, as shown clearly
in Fig. 2. The front part of the rod M acts on
the straight part 7 of the said rod L.

The operation is as follows: The suds-box
A is supplied with a requisite quantity of suds,
and the clothes to be acted upon or washed are
placed between the plunger F and press-board
H. The lever E is then moved up and down
by the operator, and the plunger F is moved
up and down cuarvilinearly toward and from
the lower part, g, of the press-board H, and
avibrating or rocking motionisimparted to the
upper part, », of the press-board in' conse--
quence of its connection to the lever B, as set
forth. The npper part, &, of the press-board
works simultaneously Wlth ‘the plunger T, the
former approaching the latter as the lever E
descends,and moving backward from it as the
lever ascends. Hence it will be seen that the
clothes are compressed between the plunger
and press-board,both attheir upper and lower
ends, and are acted upon in the most efficient
manner. The operation of the press-board H
also caunses the clothes to be turned, so that a
new Surface is acted upon at each descent of -
the lever E. This result is due to the upper
part, &, of the lever pressing the clothes when
in an inclined position, so that the latter will
turn as the plunger F rises.

In consequence of having the bottom zinc
plate, D, of curved and straight form, as de-
scribed, ‘the water is allowed to return freely .
undeér ueath the plunger I to the clothes as the
plunger ascends, for a considerable space is
allowed between the straight partd of the zine
bottom or plate D and the bottom of the
plunger F as the latter rises. By adjusting
the hook J in the plate K nearer to or farther
from the press-board H the space between the
press-board and plunger may be adapted fora
greater or less number of clothes, as may be
desired.

In order to wring the clothes, the hook J is
detached from the plate Kandtheslide & with- -
drawn from the press-board H, so as to admit
of the plunger F being raised upward out of




2 . 36,162

the suds-box by the turning over of the lever
B, as shown in red in Fig. 1. This adjust-
ment of the plunger leaves the suds-box fully
open or unobstructed. The - clothes to be
wrung are then passed between therods L and
M and over M toward the operator, who twists
or wrings them until the moisture is expressed
from them. The rod L serves as a support
for M.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as. new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

The slide %, fitted in the press-board H, and
having the connecting-rod I attached for the
purpose of admitting of the removal of the con-.
necting-rod I and hook J, for the adjustment
of the plunger F, out of the suds-box, as de-
scribed. :

MELCHOR MELLINGER.

‘Witnesses:
JorN N. MOREHOUSE,
JounN HINsEY.




