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This invention reiates in general to supports 
fol' incunting articles for display or other pur 
pOSes, and in One Cf its applications to easels 
Such as are used to support artist's canvases and 

5 the like. In one of its aspects it relates to a 
Support, Such as an artist's easel, that is col. 
lapsible, SO that it is adapted for accommodation 
ii. a limited space, and is also iight in weight, 
Whereby it is readily portable and transporta 

10 tion thereof is made easy. 
While in the particular embodiment, disclosed 

herein my invention has been described in rela 
tion to easels, it is to be understood that it is not 
So limited and that as to certain phases thereof 

15 it nay have other applications. 
EaSeis aS at present constructed have many 

disadvantages that it is the aim of inny invention 
to Overcoille. Almoing thern may be mentioned 
that of great Weight and iarge diinensions in 

o "elation to the size of the canvases they are 
&dapted to Support, and also the fact that they 
are adapted for the accommodation of only a 
limited range of sizes of canvases. Where such 
eaSels are collapsible, their dimensions when in 

25 collapsed form, particularly where the easels are 
adapted for the Support of large canvases, are 
Stich that, coupled with their great weight, they 
are not i'eadily portable, and therefore are diffi 
cult and expensive to transport. 

an it is therefore aimong the objectS of my inven 
ticin ic provide an ease that, while light in 
Weight and Small in diinensions when collapsed, 
in 2y Support a, Wide range of canvas sizes, from 
very large Ones to Sinail ones, and Orie that is 

35 readily transportable because of its Small weight 
and its S:t all dimensions When collapsed. 
An Ong Cther objects of my invention may be 

in entioned the provision of means for supporting 
the lower edge of a canvas at a desired height, 

40 tine provision of means for increasing the lateral 
Stability of the easel where unusually large or 
high pictures require this, and the provision of 
means associated with the easel for suitably ill 
luminating can WaSeS mounted thereon. 

45 For the attainment of these objects and such 
other objects as will hereinafter appear or be 
pointed Out I have shown an illustrative embodi 
rent of my invention in the drawings in which:- 

Figure 1 is a view in perspective of an easel 
50 according to my invention, extended to its maxi 
nun height; 
Figure 2 is a view similar to Figure 1 showing 

the easel in partly extended position; 
Figure 3 is a View in perspective showing the 

55 easel completely collapsed; 

(CI. 248-197) 
Figure 4 is a sectional view on the line 4-4 

of Figure 2, looking in the direction of the ar 
roWS; 

Figure 5 is a plan view of the easel, on an en 
larged scale on the line 5-5 of Figure 4, looking 
in the direction of the arrows, the lamp bracket 
and the base of the easel being omitted for the 
Sake of clarity; - 

Figure 6 is a Sectional View on an enlarged 
scale on the line 6-6 of Figure 4, looking in the 
direction of the arrows, portions being omitted; 

Figure 7 is a perspective View of the lower por 
tion Of the easel showing the base separated from 
the up fight frame, and showing particularly the 
nanner of attachment of the base to said frame; 
Figure 8 is a Sectional view, on a greatly en 

larged Scale, on the line 8-8 of Figure 7, looking 
in the direction of the arrows, and illustrating a 
detail; 

Figure 9 is a perspective view, almost in plan, 
of the base, showing novable portions thereof in 
extended relation to the base; 
Figure 10 is a view on the line - of Figure 

9, looking in the direction of the arrows, and 
showing a detail of the construction; 

Figure 1.1 is a View in perspective showing the 
easel in collapsed form, with the base and other 
portions thereof disassembled therefrom, and 
the Whole compactly packed into a Suit case; and 

Figure 12 is a detail view, in Section, on the 
line 2-f 2 of Figure 11, looking in the direction 
of the arrows, and on a greatly enlarged scale, 
showing the latch mechanism for holding the 
supporting shelf at a desired height. 

Before entering into a detailed description of 
the parts, I Will premise that my easel, in gen 
etal, comprises a main frame, adapted to be Sup 
ported in upright position by a base, readily de 
tachable therefrom and readily attachable there 
to, and slidable on said main frame are a Section 
adapted to Support the lower edge of a canvas, 
and another section adapted to engage the upper 
portion of a canvas. The latter section itself 
comprises slidably related sections. All of the 
Slidable sections are SO related in size and manner 
Of mounting to the main frame, that when slid 
into collapsed or nested relation, the overall 
height of the easel will be substantially equal to 
that of the main frame, whereas when they are 
extended to the maximum, the height of the easel 
is many times that of the main frame, in the 
particular embodiment herein disclosed by way 
of illustration, being substantially three times 
that of the main frame. In addition the lower 
slidable section may be raised or lowered, thereby 
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2 2,083,889 
providing for a corresponding raising or lowering 
of the lower edge of the canvas. If desired the 
easel in its collapsed form may be so dimensioned 
as to fit into an article of luggage of Ordinary 

5 suit case size, and for this purpose, parts thereof, 
in addition to the base, may be made readily de 
Inountable, and the weight of the parts kept to a 
maximum. 

Referring now to the drawings in detail, it will 
l0 be observed that there show a main frame 

denoted as a whole by the letter A and shown 
in the particular embodiinent disclosed herein 
as comprising a pair of Spaced parallel uprights 
2 mounted, so as to stand upright in a base 

l3 denoted as a whole by B. These uprights are 
joined at their tops by a cross-strip 23, and at 
their bottoms by a ci'oss-piece 25, and a central 
upright menter i is shown as positioned mid 
way between the uprights 2 and as bridging the 

20 two cross members 23 and 25. 
By referring to Figure 7 the construction of 

the base and the manner of its association with 
the frame A will become clear. The base B is 
shown as comprising a pair of parallel members 

2529 connected by a cross member 3. The lower 
surfaces of the members 29 are cut away So 
that its nid-portion is raised from the floor and 
only the ends 33 of each member 39 contact 
With the floor. The portions S3 thereby form 

30 foot portions that are spaced from each other to 
the extent necessary for stability. The cross 
piece 3 is also raised from the floor so that it 
does not interfere With the action. Of the por 
tions 33 and for another purpose to be explained 

35 hereinafter. 
For purposes of attaching the base to the 

frame A, slots 33 are shown formed in the nem 
bers 29, and into these may be inserted tongues 
37 formed on the ends of the uprights 2. The 

40 piece S is further provided with holes 39, into 
which may be inserted the ends of bolts 4 pro 
truding from the cross piece 25. These bolts 
are mounted in Inon-rotatable relation to the 
piece 25, as will appear fronn the showing of Fig 

45 ure 8, in which the boits 3 are shown as pro 
vided with Square heads 43 fitting into square 
recesses in dowels á5 fitted permanently into the 
pieces 2 in any suitable or preferred manner, 
as for example by guing. When the bolts 4 are 

50 inserted into the holes 39, the tongues 37 at the 
same time enter the slots 35, and frame A may 
then be fastened to the frame B by the Wing 
nuts & 9 applied to the ends of the bolts 4t. Wash 
ers 3 are also conveniently applied beneath the 

5 wing nuts 49, in the customary manner. 
In order to pi'OWide for greater Stability I may 

provide members 5: pivoted to the base in any 
suitable or preferred manner as by the bolts 53 
passing through the members šf and the member 

60 3. When these members 5 are extended out 
Ward from the base, as shown in Figure 9, they 
increase the lateral stability thereof. For Smaller 
canvases however, Wiere Such added Stability is 
not needed, they may be folded underneath the 

65 member 3 and into the dotted line position indi 
cated at the left of Figure 9. 
Mounted in slidable relation to the uprights 

2 is a frame denoted as a whole by C and 
comprising parallel uprights 55 united by a cross 

70 piece 57 at the top and a shelf 59 at the bot 
tom. The shelf 53, which is used to support the 
lower edge of the canvas, may be provided with 
a ledge 65 at the front, and with a plurality of 
longitudinal grooves 63, the purpose of which, as 

75 will be obvious, is to prevent the sliding forward 

5 5 

and off the shelf of the lower edge of the can 
Was. It Will further be noted that I show bracket 
members 60 to provide adequate support for the 
shelf. 

Sliding engagement between the members 55 
and 2 may be provided by a tongue and groove 
construction, comprising the tongues 65 on the 
outer edges of main ber 2i, which fit into grooves 
67 in the inner edges of members 53. This con 
struction is shown on an enlarged scale in Fig 
lure 6. Stops 69 may be provided at the upper 
ends of the grooves 3 and so positioned that 
they engage the tops of members 2i SO as to 
limit the downward movement of the members 
55 before their lower ends extend beyond the 
lowel Surfaces of the cut-away mid-portion of 
members 29. This is desirable to prevent the 

- lower ends of menbei's É3 from interfering with 
the movement of members 5 to cause their lateral 
extension from the base. 
A third cross rember i , shown in full lines 

in Figures i and 3, in dotted lines in Figure 2, 
and in Section in Figure 4, is also shown as Sup 
ported by the aifenbers 35, and carries the latch 
element 73, slidable in a housing 74, and adapted 
to engage the teeth of a rack E3 shown as car 
lied by the back of the ember 2 of the main 
frame. The latch 33 may be of any suitable or 
preferred type, Sich as one that is caused to 
nove outward from the casing by spring pres 
Stre, and may be retracted by any suitable or 
preferred arrangement such as the chain and 
the ring 29, these features being indicated on a 
large Scale in Figure 12. The latch 3 and the 
teeth of the rack 5 are of the one-way type and : 
are so arranged, as shown in Figures 4 and 12, 
that the frame C is normally Supported against 
downward movement. If it is desired to move 
the frame C upward all that is necessary is to 
raise it, and, because of the inclination of the 
lower Surfaces of the lack teeth and of the upper 
surface of the latch, the latch will ride up there 
on. In order to move the frame C downward, 
however, it is necessary to withdraw the latch 
by the chain and ring 77, 9, since the rack teeth 
On their upper surfaces and the latch on its lower 
surface, are provided with abutments that do not 
permit the latch to ride up on the rack teeth, and 
thereby prevent the downward movement of the 
frame C unless the latch 3 is retracted. 

It Will be obvious fron what has been said 
about frame C that the shelf 53, in ounted there 
on, and With it the lower edge of a canvas Sup 
ported thereon, may be raised or lowered into 
substantially any position intermediate the base 
of the easel and the top of the frame A. The 
lowermost position is shown in Figure 1, and the 
uppermost position in Figure 2. 
As a further converience I inay provide near 

the top of the frame C and on the uprights 55, 
Sockets 3 adapted to receive suitable members 
83 (see Figures 4 and 6) carried by a second 
shelf 85, that may be Similar in construction to 
shelf 59, to thereby render it readily removable 
and readily attachable. When use is made of 
this Second shelf the base of the canvas may 
be mounted a considerable distance above the 
top of the frame A, as clearly appears from Fig 
ures 2, and 1, in which is indicated in dot and 
dash lines the position assumed by a canvas hav 
ing its lower edge resting on the upper shelf. 
To provide for retaining the upper edge of the 

canvas in place, I have shown a frame D, con 
prising a pair of parallel uprights 87, Slidably 
mounted between the uprights 2, and for this 

lf) 

25 

it) 

3 5 

40 

3 

5) 

() 

75 



O 

20 

3 5 

40 

45 

60 

75 

2,083,839 
purpose the uprights 8 may be provided with 
tongues 89 and the uprights 2 with grooves 9 
(see Figure 6). The croSS piece 93 joins the up 
rightS 87 at the bottom, and a second cross piece 
95 unites them at the top. At their inner edges 
the uprights 87 may be grooved as shown at 97 
to accommodate tongues 98 on a member 99 that 
carries the upright and passes through a slot 
2 in cross piece 95, so as to slide therein. The 

members ); and 99 constitute an extendable 
portion of the frame D, slidably mounted in the 
frame D So that it may be extended into the ex 
treme upper position shown in Figures 1 and 4, or 
collapsed into the extreme lower position shown 
in Figure 3. 
At the upper end of the upright ( , I have 

Shown means for engaging the upper edge of the 
can VaS. This means may take the form of a 
member 3 having a hole therein through Which 
the sliding member 05 may pass. The latter, 
as ShoWn, may be in the form of a rod bent down 
Ward at its for Ward end so as to form an over 
hanging portion , that may engage the front 
portion of the upper edge of the canvas, and 
thereby limit its forward movement. An element 
9 is shown as slidably mounted on the member 
65 and may serve, as indicated in Figure 4, as 

a clamp member cooperating with the overhang 
ing portion 87 to hold the upper edge of the 
canvas therebetween. A set screw a passing 
through element 69 may be used for clamping it 
in place on the member 05. A second set screw 

3, passing through member 23, may be used 
to clamp the member 05 in any desired position 
of eXtension outward from the easel. 

It Will be obvious that the construction just 
described affords a wide range of adjustment for 
the upper edge of the canvas, not merely in a 
Vertical direction, but also outwardly from the 
easel. For added convenience a member 5 may 
be provided at the rear end of the member 95, 
and the overhanging portion a may be ter 
minated by a knob or ball f6, the former feature 
being for the purpose of preventing disengage 
ment of the member 05 from the member 33, 
and the purpose of the latter feature being to 
provide a Smooth surface for engaging the can 
VaS, aS Well as adding an ornamental touch, 

It will be observed that I provide no means for 
holding the frame D in its positions of vertical 
adjustment. This is unnecessary for the reason 
that a canvas carried by the easel will itself pro 
Wide the necessary Support for the frame D in 
its extended position, since the element 05 rests 
On the upper edge of the canvas and is held there 
by the weight of frame D, which pulls element 
35 downward. Obviously however such hold 

ing or clamping means for the frame D may be 
proVided if found necessary or desirable. Such 
means may be Similar to the latch and rack ar 
rangement by which the frame B is held in any 
position of elevation. 
As a further convenience, I may provide, in 

connection. With my easel, means for illuminat 
ing a canvas mounted thereon. This may take 
the form of an incandescent electric lamp 
mounted within a reflector if 9 adjustably car 
ried on the bracket 2, the latter being slidably 
mounted within an opening 23 of the member 
f03. A set Screw 25 may serve to hold the brack 
et 2 in any desired position of adjustment. 
The electric Wiring 27 for furnishing power to 
the lamp is conveniently passed through the 
bracket, and, as ShoWn in Figure 4, the bracket 
2 may be mounted on the rear Of the member 

it, so that the electric wiring is not visible from 
the front of the easel and will not interfere with 
a canvas positioned in front of the member . 

?t Will be obvious from the foregoing descrip 
tion that my easel is adjustable within a wide 
range, to meet Various conditions, so that it can 
accommodate canvases differing greatly in Size 
and in contour, and that these convases inay 
be mounted in various positions so that the great 
est variety of mounting effects and the greatest 
COn Venience may be obtained. On referring to 
Figure it Will be seen that by making use of the 
removable shelf as Well as the permanent shelf, 
and by extending the easel to its full extent, 
canvases of great vertical extent may be con 
Veniently displayed at heights varying between 
the limits indicated in Figures 1 and 2. In Fig 
Ure 2 the lower edge of the canvas is raised Sub 
Stantially to the top of the frame A While in 
Figure 1 it is shown as resting almost on the 
floor level. Or, again, a canvas of even greater 
Vertical extent may be accommodated by having 
its lower edge rest on the lower shelf while in its 
lowermost position, while the frame D is at the 
Sane time extended to its greatest height. 
While ordinarily it would not be necessary to 

use the members 5 whereby greater lateral sta 
bility may be obtained, this feature greatly ex 
tends the range of usefulness of the easel to meet 

in Sal COraditions. 
Attention naust also be called to the great con 

Venience of the shelf construction and the ad 
justment for the upper edge of the picture, and 
of the convenience of the illuminating means 
permanently aSSOciated With the easel and also 
adjustable within wide limits. 

In Figure 11 the easel is shown in collapsed 
form, With the base and the lamp separated 
tharefrom, and accommodated within the con 
files of a Suit case of ordinary size. The frames 
A, C and D are shown collapsed within the base 
(33 of the suit case, while mounted within the 
cover 35 are shown the base B, the electric bulb 

i, and the reflector 9 and bracket 2 . The 
reflector 9 is shown as housed within a con 
partment 25, while the bracket is held by a clamp 
arrangement 2. Clamps 29 and 3 are 
shown as respectively holding the base B and 
the electric bulb in place. It will be noted 
that the bracket 2 is shown as having only one 
Straight leg, therein differing from that shown 
in Figure 4. However, whatever type of bracket 
is used, Suitable provisions may be made therefor, 
as Will be obvious to a person skilled in the art. 

If desired or found necessary clamps may be 
used to hold the frames A, C and D in the base 
portion of the Suit case. In the arrangement of 
Figure 11 the braces associated with the housing 
i25 and the clamps 23 and 32, will serve, when 
the Suit case is closed, to hold the frames A, C 
and D within the base member. 
While I have disclosed herein one embodiment 

of my invention, it is to be understood that my 
invention inay be embodied in many other forms, 
as Will be obvious to those skilled in the art, and 
that I do not limit myself, to the exact disclosure 
herein, Which is illustrative merely and is there 
fore not to be construed in a limiting sense, and 
that I do not limit myself in regard to my inven 
tion other than as called for by the language of 
the appended claims. 

Having thus described my invention and illus 
trated its use, What I claim as new and desire to 
Secure by Iletters Patent, is:- 

1. An easel comprising a body portion having 
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4. 
three interconnected sections adapted to be ex 
tended into end to end relation, a base portion 
adapted for ready attachment to or disengage 
ment from Said body portion, and adapted, when 
attached thereto, to support said body portion in 
upStanding relation, a member slidably carried 
by said body portion and having means thereon 
for Supporting the base of an article to be mounted 
on the easel, and imeans on said body portion for 
Ietaining the upper portion of Such article. 

2. An easel comprising a body portion having 
three interconnected sections adapted to be ex 
tended into end to end relation, a base portion 
adapted for ready attachment to or disengage 
ment froli said body portion, and adapted, When 
attached thereto, to support said body portion in 
upstanding relation, laterally extensible Sections 
carried by said base portion and adapted to in 
crease the lateral stability thereof, a member 
slidably carried by said body portion and having 
means thereon for supporting the base of an 
article to be mounted on the easel, and means On 
said body portion for retaining the upper portion 
of Said article. 

3. A collapsible easel comprising an upstanding 
frame provided with two guideways, a first mem 
her carried in slidable relation to said frame and 
provided with guide means complementary to One 
of said guideways, Said member carrying a Sup 
port on which an article to be mounted on the 
easel may rest, and a second member carried in 
slidable relation to said frame, and provided With 
guide means complementary to the other of Said 
guideways, said second member being slidably 
extensible in an upward direction and carrying 
at its upper end means for engaging Said article 
mounted on the easel and resting on Said. Sup 
port, and said second member together With Said 
support maintaining said article in place on the 
eaSei. 

4. A collapsible easel comprising a base inem 
bar, and a frame removably carried thereby, said 
frame comprising a pair of upWardly extending 
members having guide grooves on the opposed 
inner surfaces thereof so as to for in a guideWay, 
and other guide grooves on the Outer Surfaces 
thereof so as to form a second guideWay, a first 
member carried in slidable relation to Said frame 
and provided with guide means complementary 
to one of said guideways, said member carrying 
a support on which an article to be mounted on 
the ease may rest, and a Second member carried 
in slidable relation to said frame, and provided 
with guide means complementary to the other 
of said first mentioned guideways, Said Second 
member being extensible and carrying at its upper 
end means for engaging said article mounted on 
the easel and resting on Said Support, and Said 
second member together With Said Support main 
taining said article in place on the easel. 

2,083,839 --- 

5. A collapsible easel comprising an upstanding 
frame provided with two guideways, a first mem 
ber carried in slidable relation to said frame and 
provided with guide means complementary to one 
of Said guideWays, said member carrying a Sup 
port on Which an article to be mounted on the 
easel may rest, and a second member carried in 
slidable relation to said frame, and provided with 
guide means complementary to the other of said 
guideways, said second member carrying an up 
wardly slidable extension thereon, and said ex 
tension having at its upper end means for en 
gaging Said article mounted on the ea.Sei and rest 
ing on said Support, and said means carried by 
said extension together with said Support main 
taining said article in place on the easel, and 
illuminating means positioned on said second 
linember for illuminating the article carried by 
Said eaSel. 

6. A base for an easel Comprising elongated 
inenbers held together fixedly in Spaced parallel 
relation and engaging the floor at the respective 
ends thereof, whereby four points of support are 
provided, and a pair of extensible members car 
ried by Said base, and adapted, when extended 
therefroin to furnish additional points of support 
located outside the polygonal area defined by 
Said points of Support and increasing the Stability 
of said base. 

7. A collapsible easel comprising at least three 
idiably interfitting sections of substantially the 

Saline length, adapted to be slid into nested rela 
tion. So that the total length of the nested Sec 
tions is substantially that of one of the sections, 
and a base Section carried by one of said sections 
in ireadily removable engagement therewith. 

8. A collapsible easel comprising an upstand 
ing frame provided With two guideways, a first 
member carried in slidable relation to said frame 
and provided with guideways complementary 
to one of said first-mentioned guideways, said 
member carrying a Support on Which an article 
to be mounted on the easel may rest, a second 
Support for an article removably associated with 
Said member, and a Second member carried in 
slidable l'elation to said frame, and provided with 
guideWays complementary to the other of said 
first-mentioned guideways, said second member 
being slidably extensible in an upward direction 
and carrying at its upper end means for engag 
ing Said article mounted on the easel and resting 
On Said Support and together with said support 
maintaining Said article in place on the easel, and 
Said filame being Supported on a base readily re 
movable therefrom, and provided with adjustable 
means adapted to increase its stability when re 
quired. 

MAURICE GRIEWE. 
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