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United States Patent Office . 
JAMES BALL , OF BROOKLYN , NEW YORK . 

Letters Patent No . 97 , 152 , dated November 23 , 1869 . 

IMPROVEMENT IN KNIVES AND FORKS . 

The Schedule referred to in these Letters Patent and making part of the game . 

To all whom it may concern : | the edges of the handle , so as to enable one to draw 
Be it known that I , JAMÈS BALL , of Brooklyn , in the clamps outward , away from each other , to release 

the county of Kings , and State of New York , have the skewer , or to push them together to seize it , said 
invented a new and useful Tinprovement in Kuires arms answering the purpose of finger - pieces for oper 
and Forks ; and I do liereby declare the following to | ating the clamps . 
be a full , clear , and exact description thereof , which The clamps are not long enough to reach the bot 
will enable tliose skilled in the art to make and use toni of the socket , but a space is left between the ends 
the same , reference being liad to the accompanying of the clamps , where the teeth D D are placed , and 
drawing , furming part of this specification , in wliicli the bottom of the socket , so that the end of the 
drawing skewer can pass the clamps and enter such space , 

Figure 1 represents a knife containing my improve - | when the sides of the skewer will be in proper position 
ment , the part containing the clamps being partly in to be seized by the clamps . . . 
section , to slow the socket and one of the jaws of The swing of the clamps outward is limited by stops , 
the clamp ) . . . . FF , forined at the end of the handle , above the piv 

Figure 2 is an end view . ots 0 C , and I have placed pins or studs , G G , on the 
Similar letters indicate corresponding parts . sides of the clainps , on their outer ends , beyond the 
This invention consists in the combination , with a pivot - joints , whicl? pins strike against the stops F , 

knife or fork , of a clamp for seizing and withdrawing and the furtlier movement of the clamps in that di 
skewers from pieces 01 joints of meat . rection is arrested . In the opposite direction their 

Pieces of meat , when prepared for table , are usually | movement is arrested by the contact of the arms E 
dressed , and held conipactiy , and in symmetrical shape , with the sides of the handle . 
by means of wooden skewers , which it is desirable to . I do not confine myself to this construction and ar 
remove when the meat is to be carved . . . . . . . rangement of clanps , but I clai?n the combination , 
My invention enables the carver to remove the witli a knife or fork , of any clamp for seizing and with 

skewers with facility . . drawing skewers from meat . 
· In the present illustration of my invention , I have The clamp can be marle in various forins ; as , for 
shown the clamp set in the end of the handle of a instance , it can be forined with only one movable jaw , 
talle - knife , but it can be placed in tlie end of a fork , and a fixed jaw can be formed in the socket A , for 
aud in practice it will only be necessary to place , the the movable jaw to operate against , in which case one 
clamp in the lanille of carving - kuives and forks . | side of the socket can be left solid ; or it can be made 

The clamp , which I have liere shown , is only one so that the clamp shall work automatically when är 
of many forms which may be used in carrying out my skewer is inserted in the socket , the jaw or jaws of 
invention . " the clamp being arranged with a spring or springs , to 

I forin in the handle , at its end or elsewliere , a pusli them constantly inward , so as to grasp witli their 
socket , A , to receive the end of the skewer . teeth any object tliat forces them apart , in whicli case , 

In the sides of this socket are two clamps or jaws , 7 the arms E , or some equivalent device , are necessary 
BB , wliich are arranged to swing in the socket upon to open the clamp , to release the skewer after it . hias 
pivots , O O , placed oui opposite sides of the mouth of | been withdrawn from the meat . 
tle socket . : | The clamp can be placed in any part of the handle , 

Two sides of the socket are open , and in these open - or at the heel of the knife - blade , as may be desired by 
ings tlie clamps B B are , in this example , arranged | tlie maker . 
so that they can be inoved or swung inward and out - What I claim as new , and desire to secure by Let - . 
ward , to clamp and to release the skewer . ter ' s Patent , is . 

The inner faces of the clamps , near the bottom of The combination , with a knife or fork , of a skewer 
the socket , are made with projecting edges or teeth , clamp , substantially as set forth and described . 
DD , which grasp the skewer : when it is inserted into JAMES BALL . 
the socket , and the clamps are pressed together . . Witnesses : 

The clamps are operated by means of arins , EE , W . HAUFF , 
which extend downward outside of the socket , along J . VAN SANTVOORD . 


