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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, HENRY A. CLARK, of 

Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State of 
Massachusetts, have invented an Improve 
ment in Fabrics Prepared to Imitate Leather, 
of which the following is a specification: 
Paper or cloth, or paper and cloth combined, 

or other suitable sheet material, has been pre 
pared by coating or covering one side or sur 
face with flock of silk, wool, cotton, &c., or 
painted or printed, as a substitute for, or im 
itation of, leather, to be used as linings or cov 
erings for leather, pasteboard, &c., and this 
sheet material so prepared has usually been 
secured to the leather or pasteboard, &c., re 
quired to be lined by means of a cement, 
paste, or other adhesive substance applied to 
the other or remaining unprepared side or sur 
face of the sheet material; but the paste or 
adhesive substance, in consequence of the 
moisture it contained, has injured the pre 
pared surface more or less by softening it, or 
by raising or blistering it. 
The object of the present invention is to 

prepare the remaining side or surface in such 
manner as to obviate the above troubles. The 
sheet material having been prepared with 
flock in the usual manner of flocking, or 
painted or printed, or as printed with litho 
graphic ink according to Letters Patent is 
sued to me July 22, 1873, numbered 141,118, on 

its remaining unprepared surface has applied 
to it one or more coats of shellac varnish, or 
other suitable Water-proof material, by means 
of a brush, or in any manner desirable, and, 

- after being dried, is ready for use, to be ap 
plied to the article to be covered or lined. 
By water-proofing, as described above, the 
surface or side of the sheet material that is 
to be secured to the article to be lined, ob 
viously moisture from the adhesive material 
used, or from the atmosphere or otherwise, is 
prevented from injuring its flocked, painted, or 
printed surface by softening it, or by raising 
or blistering it. 

Shellac Varnish is deemed the best water 
proof material to use, as it also imparts a body 
and a good wearing-surface to the sheet ma 
terial. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent, is 
Paper or cloth, or other suitable sheet ma 

terial, which has been prepared on one side or 
surface with flock, paint, or print, and water. 
proofed on the back or remaining unprepared 
side or surface, substantially as herein de 
scribed, for the purpose specified. 

HENRY A, CLARK. 
Witnesses: 

EDWIN W. BROWN, 
JOHN P. MCELROY. 

  


