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(57) Abstract: A first node ring (12) compris-
es a pair of first hinge sections (15) provided
with a first central flat surface (20) and first
side flat surfaces (21) which are provided on
both sides of the first central flat surface (20)
in the circumferential direction. A second
node ring (13) comprises a pair of second
hinge sections (30) provided with a second
central flat surface (40) and second side flat
surfaces (41) which are provided on both
sides of the second central flat surface (40) in
the circumferential direction so as to be flush
with the first side flat surfaces (21). Either the
first hinge sections (15) and/or the second
hinge sections (30) comprise axial stepped
sections (23, 43) provided along the entire
length of the node ring (12, 13) so as to ex-
tend between the first central flat surface (20)
and the first side flat surfaces (21) and/or be-
tween the second central flat surface (40) and
the second side flat surfaces (41), the axial
stepped sections (23, 43) causing the first
central flat surface (20) to protrude from the
second central flat surface (40) to the outer
peripheral side by a distance corresponding to
the thickness of the node ring (12, 13).
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