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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Cmaries E. CLARKE,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Winthrop, county of Suffolk, State of

. Massachusetts, have invented an Improve-

ment in Foot-Rests, of which the following
description, in connection with the accom-
panying drawing, is a specification, like nu-
merals on the drawing representing like
parts.

This invention has for its object to pro-
vide a novel folding foot rest.

The invention has been especially de-
signed for use in automobiles, although it is
capable of being used in any vehicle or in
any other place where it is desired at times
to have a rest for a person’s feet.

My improved foot rest is of such a char-
acter that it can be folded down flat against
the floor or other support when it is not in
use, or it may be raised up into a proper
position to support a person’s feet.

The invention is also of such a nature that
when the foot rest is in its operative posi-
tion to support a person’s feet, pressure ap-
plied to the top of the rest will cause it to
fold down against the floor or other sup-

ort. ‘

P I will first describe one embodiment of
my invention and then point out the novel
features thereof in the appended claims.

TFigure 1 is a perspective view showing the
rest in position for use; Fig. 2 is a per-
spective view showing the foot rest folded;
Fig. 8 is an end view showing the manner
in which the foot rest is folded. '

The foot rest comprises a foot-supporting
member 8 which preferably has a flat face
against which a person may rest his feet.
This foot-supporting member may conven-
iently be made of a piece of board, although
it may be made of other material without
departing from the invention. I prefer to
make it comparatively thin, as shown in Fig.
2, and with the flat face 4 for supporting
the feet. The foot-supporting member is
pivotally sustained at each end on a pair
of links 5, 6 which are pivoted to the floor
or other support 7. These links have such
a construction that the foot rest may be
folded down flatly against the floor or sup-
port, as shown-in Fig. 2, or may be elevated
into operative position, as shown in Fig. 1,
with the face 4 thereof inclined properly to
receive a person’s feet.
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The links 5, 6 are so constructed and ar-
ranged that they serve to firmly hold the
rest in such inclined position. In the em-
bodiment of the invention herein shown the
link 5 of each pair is shorter than the link
6. Each link 5 is pivoted to the foot-sup-
porting member at 8 comparatively near the
edge 9 thereof, and the other link 6 of each
pair is pivoted at 10 to said foot-supporting
member comparatively near the center. The
two links of each pair are pivoted to the
base or floor at points 11 and 12 which are a
greater distance apart than the pivotal
points 8 and 10. The links have such a
length relative to each other that when the
rest is in its operative position, as shown
in Fig. 1, the links 5 stand nearly parallel
with the face of the rest, while the links ¢
serve as braces to support the rest in its in-
clined position. When in this position the
lower edge 9 of the foot-supporting member
rests against the floor or support 7 and the
latter thus makes a firm support for said
edge while the links 6 make a firm support
for the body of the member.

In using the device the person naturally
applies the greatest weight to the member
near the edge 9 and thus said member will
be firmly held in its operative position. In
order to fold the rest into the flat condition
shown in Fig. 2, pressure is applied to the
upper edge 16 thereof thus lifting the lower
edge 9 off from the floor and swinging it
about the links 5, as shown in Fig. 3, until
the member can move bodily about both
links down against the floor, as shown in
Fig. 2. The links may be pivoted to the
floor or support and to the foot-supporting
member in any suitable way without depart-
ing from my invention. Where the foot-
supporting member is made from a strip of
board, it is convenient to secure to each end
of the board a metal bracket 21 which is pro-
vided with a flange 22 that extends under-
neath the board. The links 5 and 6 may be
pivoted to this metal bracket in any suitable
way as by means of screws. For pivoting
the links to the floor or other support I have
shown herein the two base pieces 23 which
are secured to the floor 7 and which are pro-
vided with bosses 24 to which the links 5
and 6 are pivoted. This particular manner
of sustaining the foot-supporting member,
however, is not essential to my invention.

Having fully described my invention,
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what I claim as new and desire to secure by
Letters Patent is:—

1. In a foot rest, the combination with a
base or support, of two pairs of links piv-
oted thereto, and a foot-supporting member
pivotally sustained by said links, the front
link of each pair being shorter than the rear
link and being of a length approximately
equal to the distance between the front edge
of the foot-supporting member and the point
where said front link pivots thereto whereby
the foot-supporting member may be folded
flat against the base or may be swung into
operative position with its front edge rest-
ing against the support or base substantially
in line with the points where the shorter
links pivot to the base and with said links
extending substantially parallel to the plane
of the foot-supporting member,

2. In a foot rest, the combination with a
base or support, of a foot-supporting mem-
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ber, a plurality of pairs of links pivotally
connected to the foot-supporting member
and also pivotally connected to the base or
support, the link of each pair nearest the
front edge of the foot-supporting member
being longer than the other link of the pair
and substantially equal to the distance be-
tween the front edge of the foot-supporting
member and the point where said front link
is pivoted thereto and the distance between
the points where the links of each pair are
pivoted to the foot-supporting member be-
ing less than the distance between the points
where the links are pivoted to the support.

In testimony whereof, I have signed my
name to this specification, in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

CHARLES E. CLARKE.
Witnesses:
Lours C. Smirw,
Tromas J. DrRuMmoND.
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