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This invention relates to a device for dispensing drops 15
of a medicament into the eye and more particularly re-
lates to such a device in which the medicament is stored
within a dispensing container.

Devices have been proposed which combine the func-
tion of an eye dropper and an eye cup for conveniently 20
dispensing drops of medicament to the eye without
danger of poking the end of the eye dropper into the
eye. Examples of such devices are described in U.S.
Letters Patent 1,750,530 and 2,516,818. However, when
the devices shown in these patents are used, it is almost 25
imperative that the drops are dispensed directly upon the
pupil of the eye which blinds the user at least momen-
tarily.

An object of this invention is to provide a device for
dispensing drops of medicament into the eye without 30
blinding the user even momentarily.

In accordance with this invention, an eye cup is
mounted upon a dispensing container including a nozzle
which extends a short distance within the eye cup. This
permits the nozzle to assume a position a short distance 35
away from the eye ball when the cup is placed into con-
tact with the face of the user about the periphery of his
eye ball. The outer lip of the eye cup is eccentrically
disposed relative to the nozzle to cause the drops to be
dispensed into a corner of the eye. This directs the fall- 40
ing drops away from the pupil of the eye which prevents
even momentary blinding of the user.

Novel features and advantages of the present inven-
tion will become apparent to one skilled in the art from
a reading of the following description in conjunction with
the accompanying drawings in which similar reference
characters refer to similar parts and in which:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the embodiment of this
invention as inverted in use and partially broken away;

Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the embodiment shown
in Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is a cross-sectional view in elevation of the
embodiment shown in Figs. 1 and 2; and

Fig. 4 is a view in elevation of a cap for use with the 55
embodiments shown in Figs. 1-3.

In Fig. 1 is shown an ophthalmic dispenser 1§ in-
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cluding an outlet nozzle 12. Container 10 is constructed
and arranged for ejecting drops of medicament through
nozzle 12 and incorporates, for example, a plastic squeeze
bottle 14 made, for example, of polyethylene.

Suitable screw threads or other fastening devices 16
are disposed about the end of squeeze bottle 14 to permit
a cap 15 (Fig. 4) to be secured over the nozzle 12 to
seal it.

An eye cup 18 having a base 20 and an outer lip 22,
which is shaped to conform to the portion of a user’s
face about the periphery of his eye ball, is attached to
squeeze bottle 14 adjacent nozzle 12. Base 20 of eye
cup 18 is connected to the outer surface 24 of boitle 14,
for example by a force fit with the nozzle 12 extending a
short distance into eye cup 18. This permits the nozzle
to assume a position a short distance away from the eye
ball when the cup is put into use as shown in Fig. 1 with
the periphery of outer lip 22 placed in contact with the
face of the user about the periphery of his eye ball.

Eye cup 18 is, for example, made of a relatively hard
plastic, for example, a hardened polyethylene or poly-
styrene, and base 2@ is, for example, made sufficiently
elastic to snap around the outer periphery 24 of bottle
14 adjacent nozzle 12.

As shown in Figs. 1 and 3, outer lip 22 of eye cup 18
is eccentrically disposed relative to nozzle 12 to cause
drops 26 to be dispensed into a corner of the eye ball
which avoids discomfort and blinding even momentarily.

What is claimed is:

An ophthalmic dispenser comprising a medicament
container having an outlet nozzle, said container being
constructed and arranged for ejecting drops of the medic-
ament through said nozzle, an eye cup having a base
and an outer lip which is shaped to conform to the por-
tion of the user’s face about the periphery of his eye
ball, said base of said eye cup being connected to said
container with said nozzle extending a short distance into
said eye cup to permit said nozzle to assume a position
a short distance away from the eye ball when said cup is
placed in contact with the portion of the user’s face about
the periphery of his eye ball, said outer lip of said eye cup
being eccentrically disposed relative to said nozzle to
cause said drops to be dispensed into a corner of the
eye ball thereby preventing even momentary blinding
of the user, said container being a plastic squeeze bottle,
said base of said eye cup being made of an elastic ma-
terial, and said base being snap fitted over a portion of
said bottle adjacent said nozzle.
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