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ENVELOPE 
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Be it known that I, ELISHA MORGAN, of the parts are removed will, when folded down, 
Springfield, in the county of Hampden and lie substantially flush with the ends of the 
State of Massachusetts, have invented certain flap B. - 55 

5 new and useful Improvements in Envelopes; D is the mouth-flap, formed, preferably, with 
and I do hereby declare the following to be a the extensions did at its ends, as shown. 
full, clear, and exact description of the same, The lateral margins of the main flap B are 
reference being had to the accompanying gummed, as indicated by the shade-lines 9, 

To all, whom it may concern: shown at c' c', so that the portions from which 

drawings, forming a part of this specification, and the flap B' is also gummed, as shown by 6o 
to and to the letters of reference marked thereon. the shade-lines g’. 

My invention relates, particularly, to that Each of the end flaps C is gummed on the 
class of envelopes used by the Post-Office De- inside, as shown by the shade-lines g, and 
partment for registered packages and by ex- the mouth-flap D is likewise gummed on the 
preSS companies for inclosing money or other inside, as shown by the shade-lines g. 65 

I5 valuables and known as “safety-envelopes; In forming the envelope from this blank 
and it consists in certain novel features of the main flap B is first folded down-upon the 
construction to be hereinafter described, and body portion A and united thereto by the 
pointed out particularly in the appended gummed margins gg, but not by the gummed 
claims, the object being to provide an envel- flap B', as shown in Fig. 2, after which the 7o 

2O ope which can not only be easily and cheaply end flaps C C are folded down and secured, 
made, but that affords a better protection to so as to overlap the already-fastened ends of 
its contents and renders any attempt to tam- the main flap B, but leaving the flap B' of 
per with it more easily discoverable than any said main flap and the mouth-flap D loose and 
other envelopes with which I am familiar. free, as shown in Fig. 3. To close the envel- 75 

25 In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 ope, the flap B'is moistened and sealed to the 
represents a view of the blank from which my body portion A, as shown in Fig. 4, and then 
improved envelope is formed; Fig. 2, a view the mouth-flap D is moistened and sealed 
of the same, showing the main flap folded down over said flap B', the extensions did 
Over upon the body portion; Fig. 3, a per- covering completely the joint between said 8o 

30 spective view showing the end flaps folded flap B' and the end flaps C C, as indicated in 
down and secured and the envelope ready to Fig. 5. 
receive the paper, money, or other thing to be It will be observed that the pocket of my 
inclosed; Fig. 4, a view showing the gummed envelope, or, in other words, the space Occu 
extension of the main flap folded down and pied by the contents, has no overlapping 85 

35 secured; Fig. 5, a view showing the main flap folds whatever. Consequently it is impossi 
folded down to complete the closure and Fig. ble to raise a fold, make an incision, extract 
6, a view of the completed and closed envel- the contents and replace the fold, as in some 
ope, showing the application of lines of weak- so-called “safety - envelopes.’ On the con 
ness and lines of fugitive ink as additional trary, the front and back of the pocket in my go 

4o Safeguards against attempts to gain entrance envelope are composed each of a single plain 
surreptitiously to the interior of the envelope. unbroken piece, and the flaps at the ends and 

Similar letters of reference in the several top are so superposed and doubly sealed as 
figures indicate the same parts. to make it impossible to effect an entrance 

Referring particularly to Fig. 1, A repre- through them without detection. 95 
45 sents the body portion of the envelope; B, the For the purpose of furnishing additional 

main flap, adapted to be folded over upon the safeguards against tampering with the en 
body portion A on the line C. a. and having velope when sealed, I preferably form a series 
the extension or flap B', as shown. of perforations p in the main flap B, along 
CC are the end flaps, adapted to be folded the side margins thereof, and a similar series I oo 

5o inward over the main flap B on the lines c c of perforations p' in the flap B', as shown in 
and having their upper corners cut away, as Fig. 1, so that when the said end flaps C C 



O 

25 

35 

and the mouth-flap D are sealed down they 
Will, as to the portions of them opposite the 
said perforations, be united to the body por 
tion A. I also preferably weaken the said 
flaps C C and D with lines of weakness u at 
the points opposite the said perforations pp', 
and at 'I apply lines of fugitive ink, which 
will spread if wetted or steamed. 
The flap B', in addition to being useful to 

effect the double sealing of the envelopes at 
the top or mouth, enables the mouth to be 
opened wider and the package to be inserted 
within it with greater facility. 
The cutting away of the corners c' c' of the 

end flaps C C, opposite the ends of the flap 
B', leaves but one thickness of material be 
tween the main body A and the mouth-flap 
D at that point, and enables the flap D to lie 
much more smoothly and closely than if the 
end flap lapped the said flap B', while the 
lapping of the said end flaps C C upon the 
main flap B, below the flap B', as shown at 
c, Fig. 4, strengthens what might otherwise 
be weak corners b, Fig. 2. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new is 
1. A safety-envelope having the top and 

ends of its pocket portion composed of three 
superposed plies or thicknesses sealed to 
gether without leaving any flap overlapping 
upon said pocket portion, substantially as de 
scribed. 

2. A safety-envelope consisting of a body 
portion, a main flap folded over upon the 
body portion and sealed thereto at the ends 
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thereof, end flaps folded upon and sealed to the 
body portion, and a mouth-flap folded over 
and sealed to the main flap, whereby a pocket 
is formed upon which there are no overlap 
ping flaps, substantially as described. 

3. A safety-envelope consisting of the body 
portion A, the main flap B, carrying the nar 
rower flap B, the end flaps C C, cut away or 
narrowed at c' c' and lapped over upon the 
main flap B so as to bring the cut-away or 
narrowed portions substantially flush with 
the lateral edges of the flap B', and the 
mouth-flap D, overlapping the flap B' and the 
upper portions of the end flaps C, the said 
parts being gummed and secured substan 
tially in the manner described. 

4. The herein-described envelope, consist 
ing of the body portion A, the main flap car 
rying the narrower flap B', the end flaps C C, 
narrowed at c' c', and the mouth-flap D, hav 
ing the extensions did at its ends, the said 
parts being gummed and secured together, 
substantially as described. 

5. The herein-described envelope, having 
the main flap B and the narrower flap B', 
provided with the perforations, as at p p', 
and the end flaps C C and the mouth-flap D, 
gummed on the inner face and having the 
weakened portions at points opposite and 
registering with the said perforations p p", 
substantially as described. 

ELISHA MORGAN. 
Witnesses: 

R. W. DAY, 
W. M. WHARFIELD. 
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