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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown that I, JaAMES M. MAYS, a citi-
zen of the United States of America, residing
at Allegheny, in the county of Allegheny and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Spring-
Clips, of which the following is a specifica-
tion, reference being had therein to the ac-
companying drawings.

This invention relates to certain new and
usefulimprovements in spring-clips,and may
be employed in various connections where it
is desired to suspend an article or to fasten
a series of articles together. ‘

Briefly described, my invention comprises
a spring-elip which is formed from a single
piece of flat metal bent in substantially cir-
cular form with its ends turned at right an-
gles to the circular body, one of said ends be-
ing formed into a tongue and the other end
and a part of the body portion being slotted
to receive said tongue, the article or articles
to be held being adapted to be grasped be-
tween the spring-tongue and the slotted end,
as will be hereinafter more fully described.

In describing the invention in detail refer-
ence is had to the accompanying drawings,
forming a part of this specification, and
wherein like numerals of reference indicate
corresponding parts throughout the several
views, in which—

Figure 1 is a front elevation of my im-
proved spring-clip, showing the manner of
holding the article therein. Tig. 2 is a detail
perspective view of the clip.  Fig. 3 is a cen-
tral vertical sectional view. Fig. 4isa detail
perspective view of the slotted end. Fig. 5
isalike view of the opposite end, showing the
spring clamping-tongue. :

My improved spring-clip may be nsed as a
supporting means for suspending curtains
from poles, may be used as a bill-file, or in
various other connections where it may be
desired toclamp and holdan article in a man-
ner that it may be readily attached or de-
tached. 5

My improved clip is constructed from a
piece of flat sheet metal of a suitable width
which is bent around a mandrel or other de-
vice to form a substantially circular band or
ring 1, one end of which is extended out-

wardly at Substantially right angles to the

band, and this end 2 is provided with a slot
3, which extends from a point near the end
to.a point some distance into the annular
band 1, the slot being, therefore, angular in
form. The other end of the band or ring 1
is reduced in width and bent outwardly at
substantially right angles to form a spring-
tongue 4, that is depressed intermediate of
its ends, sothat the lower face thereof at one
point projects below the remainder of the
lower face of the tongue, this bulge or offset
5 engaging the article to be clasped, so asto
depress the same into the slot 3. The shoul-
ders 6, which are formed at the rear of the
tongue 4 by forming this tongue, engage
against the inner face of the band 1, and as
the tongue 4 is of slightly greater length than
the angular end 2 theouterend of thistongue
and the outer end of the portion 2 are sub-
stantially flush, so that no danger of the ends
becoming disengaged when the band or ring
1 is compressed is experienced. In Fig1ll
show how the article 7 is clamped between the
angular slotted end 2and the spring-tongue 4,
the off'set portion 5, impinging upon the cloth,
paper, or other artiele 7, forcing the same
into the elongated slot 8 and securely hold-
ing the article in position. Compression of
the band or ring 1 by pressure on the upper
and lower sides thereof serves to elevate the
spring-tongue 4, permitting theready disen-
gagement of the article from between the
ends of the band or ring. When used as a
curtain-suspending clip, the bands or rings
1 are placed upon the curtain-pole, and the
angular ends of the band or ring will extend
downwardly and grasp the curtain therebe-
tween.

It will be noted that in the practice of the
invention various changes may be made in
the details of construction without departing
from the general spirit of my invention.

Having fully described my invention,what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— .

A spring-clip comprising a circular metal-
lic band, an outwardly-extending straight
portion having a slot formed therein, extend-
ing into the circular band, a tongue formed
integral with the other end of said circular
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band corresponding in width to said slot and | In testimony whereof I affix my signaturé

extending atan angle to said straight portion | in the presence of two witnesses.

engaging the outer end of said outwardly-

extending straight portion, and an offset , JAMES M. MAYS.
5 formed in said tongue and projeeting into

Witnesses:

the outer end of said slot, substantially as de- [ JOHN NOLAND,
E. E. POTTER.

scribed.




