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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

An improved belt buckle is disclosed in two embodi-
ments. The first embodiment is a two piece structure with
each piece having one end slotted to receive the bight of
a waistband. One piece has a flanged protrusion and the
other piece has an aperture to admit the flanged protrusion
when the pieces are in one orientation, but which will not
allow its removal when they are in a second orientation.
The second embodiment is a symmetric three piece struc-
ture having two couplings each similar to the one in the
first embodiment.

This application is a continuation-in-part of my co-
pending application Ser. No. 434,889 filed Feb. 24, 1965,
now Pat. No. 3,440,667 granted April 29, 1969.

This invention relates to belt buckles, and more partic-
ularly to an improved belt buckle suitable for use with
adjustable belts such as are disclosed in the aforemen-
tioned application. Almost all belts which are used for
trousers, skirts, etc. in men’s, women’s, and children’s
wearing apparel include provision for adjustment of the
belt. This provision is generally in the form of a buckle
having a locking finger which fits through one of the
number of spaced openings in the belt. This arrangement
is objectionable because the tension on the belt tends,
after a time, to produce a noticeable crease or mark in
the belt so that upon adjustment the creas¢ becomes ap-
parent and the belt is noticeably worn and has a substan-
tially less attractive appearance. Tt is also generally pro-
vided that such buckles are permanent fixtures on the
same belt and can not be used interchangeably with other
belts, nor reversed on a given belt so as to expose a dif-
ferent surface. Consequently, the belt and the buckle com-
binations in use tend to be objectionable both because
of the damage the buckle produces on the belt and be-
cause the belt is not readily changeable.

The prior art belt buckles are further objectionable in
that the fastening and adjusting structure is exposed to
view giving an unsightly appearance. These disadvantages
have been partially overcome by the adjustable belt dis-
closed in the aforementioned application. However, the
buckle there disclosed is somewhat inconvenient to dis-
engage.

Accordingly, it is a primary object of the present inven-
tion to provide a belt buckle which is easily and rapidly
disengaged.

It is another object of the present invention to provide
a novel belt and buckle construction in which the buckle
permits a number of adjustments of the flexible waistband
which encircles the waist in order to provide for waist ad-
justment but without producing the aforementioned
damage to the belt in the form of crease lines and other
distortions of the belt.

Another object of the present invention is to provide a
novel buckle construction which is readily usable with
® number of different belts which permits the user to
select the color, size, and style as well as the composition
of the belt for a given article of wearing apparel. Thus,
the same buckle is usable with a leather or fabric com-
position belt or other construction belt, all of which are
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readily interchangeable with a given buckle construction,
and all of which are adjustable to a preferred size for
the wearer.

It is a further object of the present invention to provide
a belt and buckle construction which is durable and is
economically manufacturable, the belt being not only
readily adjustable but also once being adjusted is capable
of forming a secure lock.

It is a salient object of the present invention to provide
a belt and buckle combination in which the fastening and
adjusting structure is hidden from view, that is easily
adjusted, and is readily disengaged.

It is another object of the present invention to provide
a belt buckle which give an esthetically pleasing external
appearance and allows an interchange not only of the
entire buckle structure, but of a portion of that structure
so as to give the wearer a choice of decorative embellish-
ments within a given buckle structure.

These and other features and advantages of the present
invention will become readily apparent from the follow-
ing detailed description of the two specific embodiments
of the invention, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view showing the buckle linking
the ends of an adjustable belt;

FIG. 2 is a plane view showing the back side of the
buckle and belt of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a bottom sectional view taken along the line
3—3 of the buckle of FIG. 2 showing one of the couplings
engaged and the other coupling disengaged;

FIG. 4 is a front view of a second embodiment of the
buckle;

FIG. 5 is a top view of the buckle shown in FIG. 4; and

FIG. 6 is a perspective view showing the back side of
the buckle of FIG. 4.

Referring now to the drawings, FIG. 1 shows an adjust-
able belt designated generally by reference numeral 1
and a buckle. The buckle has two slots at its extreme ends
3 and 4 and the belt passes through each of these slots to
form a bight or loop 2. The structure which serves to
fasten this bight in place will be explained later in refer-
ence to FIG. 2.

The structure of the novel coupling of the present in-
vention is most readily seen in reference to FIG. 6. The
buckle consists of a first member 13 and a second mem-
ber 14. The first end 3 of the first member has a slot for
receiving the bight of the waistband, as does the second
end 4 of the second member. The first member 13 has a
projecting or protruding portion 5, which may for exam-
ple be a rectangular cross section, on its back side with
a flange 6. The second member has an aperture 7 having
substantially the same shape as the cross section of the
protruding portion 5. The buckle is then engaged by
slipping the aperture 7 over the flange 6 and down on
to the protruding portion 5, as may be seen from: the
sectional portion of FIG. 2. The first member 13 may
also be provided with a lip or rim 10 to provide symmetry
of appearance as well as to hide or obscure the coupling
mechanism. This feature is readily seen in FIG. 5.

It should also be noted in FIG. 6 that the second mem-
ber 14 is symmetrical and thus may be worn with the
face 17 exposed to view or hidden with the opposite face
exposed. This allows the wearer a choice of two different
decorations, colors or other embellishments while being
burdened with the expense of only a single belt buckle.

A second embodiment of the instant invention is shown
in FIG. 2 and is characterized by two couplings each
similar to the coupling in the first embodiment. This em-
bodiment again has a first member 13. However, the sec-
ond member is now seen to consist of a first portion 8
and a second portion 9. The second portion 9 has a
second protruding portion 11 provided with a second
flange 12. Thus, it may be seen that the buckle of FIG. 2
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may not only be disengaged by means of either of the
couplings, but that the second coupling allows complete
removal of the portion 8. It has been found desirable
to make the portion 8 symmetrical so that it may be
completely disengaged and reversed front to back or top
to bottom to allow different colors or designs to be dis-
played. Thus either embodiment allows the wearer sub-
stantial latitude in that one portion may be reversed so
as to allow either of two surfaces to be exposed to the
front of the belt.

FIG. 2 shows how the buckle is attached to the belt
or waistband 1. The waistband is passed through the slot
3 and doubled back on itself so as to form a loop or
bight 2. The belt is then attached to itself by means of
snap fasteners having a male portion 15 and a plurality
of female portions 16 to allow adjustment of the belt to
a suitable length. The operation of the buckle coupling
is most readily seen in FIG. 2 where the first portion 8
and the second portion ¢ are coupled together in what
might be called a hinged relationship. This relationship
allows these two portions to remain coupled in various
orientations and allows their separation only when the
angle of inclination exceeds some fixed value. To dis-
engage these two portions, they must be re-oriented with
respect to one another. Thus, for example, to remove por-
tion 8 we would rotate it outwardly about its hinged
portion until it is at such an inclination, say thirty degrees
or more, such that the aperture 11 may be slid past the
flange 12.

While the instant invention has been shown and de-
scribed herein in what is considered to be the most prac-
tical and preferred embodiments, it is recognized that
departures may be made therefrom within the scope of
the invention which is therefore not to be limited to the
details disclosed herein but is to be accorded the full
scope of the appended claims.

Having thus described my invention, I claim:

1. In combination, a belt buckle and a flexible waist-
band having two ends; each of said waistband ends being
adapted to be doubled back on and fastened to the waist-
band to form two bights, at least one of said waistband
ends being provided with means to adjustably fasten it
to the waistband so as to vary the bight size; said belt
buckle comprising a first member and a second member,
each of said members having respective first and second
ends, the first end of the first member and the second end
of the second member being slotted to receive the bight
of said waistband, the second end of said first member
being provided with a protruding portion which protrud-
ing portion has a flange, said flange extending toward
the first end of said first member, the first end of said
second member being provided with a tongue having an
aperture which will admit the flange protrusion of the
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first member when the said members are in a first orienta-
tion and will not allow its removal when the said mem-
bers are joined in a second orientation, said first member
being provided with at least one rim so disposed as to
obscure said aperture and said protruding flange when said
first and second members are joined in said second orienta-
tion, said tongue being thinner so as to form shoulders
that abut the end of the second end of said first member
and said rim in joined position.

2. The combination of claim 1 wherein said aperture
is of a substantially rectangular shape.

3. The combination of claim 1 wherein said protruding
portion has a substantially rectangular cross section.

4, The combination of claim 1 wherein said second
member comprises two portions, a first portion which
includes the first end of the second member and a sec-
ond portion which includes the second end of the second
member, said first and second portions being detachable.

5. The combination of claim 4 wherein the second
portion of said second member is provided with a pro-
truding portion which protruding portion has a flange
disposed opposite to and extending toward the second
end of said second member.

6. The combination of claim 5 wherein the first portion
of said second member is provided with a second aperture
disposed opposite to the first end of said second member
which will admit the flanged protrusion of the second
portion when the portions are in a first orientation and
will not allow its removal when the said portions are
joined in a second orientation.

7. The combination of claim 1 wherein at least one
of said waistband ends is detachably fastened so as to
allow removal and reversal of the buckle member through
which the corresponding bight passes.
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