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UNITED STATES FPATENT OFFICE. 
JOHN FRITSCHE, OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA, ASSIGNOR, TO THE BOOK MATCH 

SALES COMPANY, OF CARDEN, NEWJERSEY, A CORPORATION OF NEW JERSEY. 

CONTAINER FOR, VENDING-MACHINES. 

934,90. Specification of Letters Patent. Fateated Sept. 21, 1909. 
Application filed December 3, 1908, Serial No. 465,761. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JoHN FRITsCHE, a 

citizen of the United States, residing in the city and county of Philadelphia, State of 
Pennsylvania, have invented a new and use 
ful Container for Vending Machines, of 
which the following is a specification. 
My present invention consists of a novel 

construction of a container for use in vend 
ing machines and is especially adapted for 
the vending of articles having a tapered or 
angular contour such as the well known form 
of book matches which is at the present time 
employed to a large extent for advertising 
purposes, although it is to be understood that 
my novel construction of container is not 
limited to the vending of book matches but 
may be employed for the vending of any de 
sired articles. 
The vending machine structure would preferably conform to a construction such as 

is described and broadly claimed in one of 
my prior patents No. 901,091, patented Oc 
tober 13th, 1908, although it will be apparent 
that any of the usual or conventional types 
of operating mechanisms either coin con 
trolled or otherwise may be employed, but 
since such structure forms no part of my 
present invention, I have deemed it unnec 
essary to illustrate and describe in detail 
such a device, since reference may be had to 
my prior patent, to which I have hereinbe 
fore referred, for a detailed description of 
the construction and operation of such mech 

1S. 

My invention further consists of a novel 
and simplified construction of a container 
wherein the number of parts are reduced to 
a minimum, the container being so con 
structed that the blades forming the com 
partments may be stamped out of metal or 
other suitable material, means being also provided for maintaining the parts in as 
sembled position and the container being so 
correlated and arranged that the articles to 
be vended may be readily seen at all times. 

It further consists of a novel construction 
of blades and novel means for securing them 
in assembled position. 

It further consists of other novel features 
of construction, all as will be hereinafter 
fully set forth. 

For the purpose of illustrating my inven 
tion I have shown in the accompanying 

drawings a preferred form thereof which 
has been found in practice to give satisfac 
tory and reliable results, although it is to be 
understood that this represents but one cin 
bodiment of my invention and that the va 
rious instrumentalities of which my inven 
tion consists can be variously arranged and 
organized and that my invention is not lim 
ited to the precise arrangement and organi 
zation of these instrumentalities as herein 
set forth. 

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of 
a container for vending machines embody 
ing my invention showing in addition a dis 
charge outlet. Fig. 2 represents a sectional 
view of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 represents a trans 
verse section of Fig. 2. Fig. 4 represents a 
perspective view showing the manner in 
which the blades of the upper and lower 
plates are assembled. - 

Similar numerals of reference indicate 
corresponding parts in the figures. 
Referring to the drawings, 1 designates a 

table or support which is mounted in any 
suitable manner in or upon the vending mal 
chine structure and is provided, if desire, 
with a desired number of standards 2. 
3 designates a lischarge outlet or the 

packages which communicates with the con 
tainer 4 provided with an open side 5 where 
by the articles may be delivered exterior of 
the vending machine or in a position ac 
cessible to the purchaser, as will be readily 
understood by reference to my prior patent, 
No. 901,091, to which I have hereinbefore 
referred. 4; . 

6 designates a shaft which passes through 
the support 1 and the rotation of this shaft 
is controlled in any suitable manner either 
manually or by means of a coin controlled 
mechanism. p 

The compartments of the container are 
formed by a multiplicity of blades 7 the up 
per and lower edges of which are provided 
with outwardly extending lugs, 8 and 9, 
these lugs being located a suitable distice 
from the inner edge of the blades. The 
blades 7 at their inner ends are deflected 
at an angle to the body portion of the 
blades, as indicated at 10, the purpose of 
which will hereinafter appear. 

11 and 12 designate upper and lower mell 
bers or plates which are provided with the 
slots 13 and 14 preferably in their outer 
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periphery with which the lugs 8 and 9 are 
adapted to coact when the parts are in as 
Sembled position. 

15 designates a plate provided with a de 
pending flange 16 and having a hub 17 
through which is adapted to pass the fasten 
ing device 18 the latter passing through the 
rotatable shaft 6. 

19 designates suitable fastening devices 
which in the present instance I have shown 
as bolts which pass through the member 15 
and through apertures in the plates 12 and 
11 and also through the bottom plate 20 
which latter is provided with a fange 21 
which engages the lugs 9 to maintain the 
same in assembled position said fastening 
devices 19 being provided with suitable 
nuts 22. m 

28 designates the packages or articles to 
be vended which for the sake of illustration 
I have shown as the conventional type of 
book match employed for advertising pur 
pOSes. 
In order to assemble the container the 

bottom lugs 9 are seated in the slots 13 so 
that their outer face is substantially flush 
With the Outer periphery of the member 11, 
while the upper lugs 8 are secured in a 
similar manner with respect to the apertures 
14 in the upper member 12, it being noted 
as seen in Fig. 2, that the upper face of the 
lug. 8 is substantially flush with the upper 
Surface of the member 12 while the lower 
Surface of the lug 9 is substantially flush 
with the lower surface of the member 11. 

It will be apparent from Figs. 2 and 4 
that as soon as the members 15 and 20 are 
in assembled position any improper move 
ment of the blades 7 will be positively pre 
vented and owing to the provision of the 
deflected portion 10 of said blades, the in 
ner end of the compartment formed between 
the two adjoining blades will be closed, as 
will be readily understood by reference to 
Fig. 3. 

It is to be especially noted that the con 
tainer, which is secured to the rotatable 
shaft 6 by means of the pin 18, is located 
at such a position above the table 1 that the 
articles to be vended rest upon the table 1 
and as the container is rotated the different 
compartments will successively be brought 
into register with the discharge opening 3 
whereupon the articles contained in such 
compartment may pass through Said dis 
charge opening 3 into the discharge con 
tainer 4 and since the latter extends beyond 
the casing or cover of the device such ar 
ticles which have passed from the machine 
will be in a position accessible to the pur 
chaser. - 

I wish to call special attention to the fact 
that the container is constructed in such 
a manner that the articles to be vended may 
be readily seen by the intending purchaser 
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and since the compartments are formed by 
blades supported at their inner ends, the 
sides and the top of these compartments are 
uncovered and in practice the container of 
the vending machine would be incased by 
a transparent casing of glass or other suit 
able material. 
Owing to the manner in which the blades 

may be stamped from the metal the con 
tainer may be manufactured with great 75 
economy and if for any reason it should be 
desired to replace any of the parts this can 
readily be done since all of the parts of the 
machine are interchangeable, it being ap 
parent from Fig. 4 that the blades 7 may 
be stamped from the material at a single 
operation. 
Any desired number of blades may be em 

ployed and since these blades are preferably 
radially mounted angular shaped compart 
ments will be formed between the blades 
which are adapted to contain any desired 
article to be vended and in the present in 
stance, I have shown the device as adapted 
to receive two articles one of which rests 
upon the other. w 
In a co-pending application filed on ever 

date with the present application, I have 
described and broadly claimed a novel con 
struction of a coin controlled mechanism 
for vending machines in conjunction with 
which the present type of container is espe 
cially adapted to be employed and it is in 
conjunction with such a type of coin con 
trolled vending mechanism that the present 
type of container is now on the market. 

It will now be apparent to those skilled in 
this art that I have devised a novel and use 
ful construction of vending machine which 
embodies the features of advantage enumer 
ated as desirable in the statement of inven 
tion and the above description and while 
I have in the present instance shown and 
described a preferred embodiment thereof 
which has been found in practice to give 110 
satisfactory and reliable results, it is to be 
understood that the same is susceptible of 
modification in various particulars without departing from the spirit and scope of the 
invention or sacrificing any of its advantages. ll5 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is:- 

1. In a container for vending machines, . 
the combination with upper and lower plates 120 
having an ES near their E. of a multiplicity of blades having lugs adapted 
to be seated in said openings, upper and 
lower members having flanges adapted to 
engage said lugs to prevent their lateral 125 
movement, and means for securing the parts 
in assembled position. 

2. In a container for vending machines, 
the combination of upper and lower plates, 
a plurality of blades having a portion 180 
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thereof deflected in order to form compart 
ments having a closed back, each of said 
blades having near its inner periphery at . 
its top and bottom a single lug adapted to 
interlock with said plates, upper and lower 
members engaging said lugs to prevent their 
radial movement and terminating in prox 
imity to the outer periphery of said lugs, 
whereby the top of the compartment formed 
by the blades is open, and means engaging 
said members for maintaining the parts in 
assembled position. 

3. In a container for vending machines, 
the combination with a stationary support having a discharge opening therethrough, 
of a shaft rotatable above said support, 
upper and lower plates having apertures 
therein and loosely mounted on said shaft, 
a multiplicity of blades having lugs near 
their inner peripheries and adapted to be 
Seated in said apertures, upper and lower 
members for interlocking said lugs and said 
plates, fastening devices engaging said mem 
bers to maintain said blades and plates in 

3 

the container formed by said blades to said 
shaft. 

4. In a container for vending machines, a support having a discharge opening there 
in, a container in which packages are re 
ceived from such discharge opening, a shaft 
rotatably mounted and extending above said 
support, a multiplicity of blades compris 
ing flat pieces of material having their inner 
periphery deflected to form a compartment 
having a closed back when in assembled po 
sition and provided near their inner pe 
ripheries with lugs on their top and bottom, 
means adapted to interlock with the top and 
outer side of said blades to maintain the 
same in assembled condition and to form 
compartments having an angular shape and 
provided with an open bottom, and means 
for securing the container formed by said 
blades fixedly to said shaft. 

JOHN FRITSCHE. 
Witnesses: 

H. S. FAIRBANKs, 
C. D. McVAY. 
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