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ADJUSTABLE CAMPING TENT.

Application filed December 17, 1921.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Danrer ¥, Dineaax,
a citizen of the United States. residing at
Yates Center, in the county of Woodson and
State of Kansas, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Adjustable
Camping Tents, of which the following is a
specification, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings.

This invention relates to tents or like
structures, and particularly to a structure
of this kind designed to be carried on auto-
mobiles, the supporting frame of the tent
being adapted to be knocked down and the
tent and frame folded up and carried upon
the automobile.

The general object of my invention is to
1;10v1de a frame for supporting the tent, of
a very simple construction, formed in two
main sections adapted, when in use, to be
disposed on each side of an automobile so
as to form a garage and two rooms or
apartments on each side of the central or
garage portion of the tent.

A further object is to so form these main
sections that the parts of which they are
composed may be readily folded upon each
other and packed for transportation.

Another object is to provide very simple
means whereby the parts of the several sec-
tions may be hingedly connected to each
other and held in then unfolded relation.

Still another object is to provide a struc-
ture of the character described in which the
frame, as before stated, is composed of two
main sections, each of these main sections
being composed of feldable pieces, these
main sections including each a ridge pole
and supports therefor, and a frame for sup-
porting the lateral walls of the tent.

A further object is to provide a construe-
tion of this character which weighs very
little, which may be compactly folded, which
may be readily set up and taken downq and
which is relatively cheap.

Other objects will appear in the course
of the following description.

My invention is illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, wherein:—

Figure 1 1s a perspectwe view of a-tent
set up;

Figure 2 is a perspectlve view of the
framework of the tent;.

Figure 3 is a perspectlve view of one of
the g‘round engaging frames partlallv fold-

ed up;

Serial No. 523,031.

I*loule 4 is a perspective view of one of
the end roof supportm«r frames partially
folded up;

Figure 5 is a fr agmentary perspective
view showmc the manner of joining the sec-
tions 23 and ¢ 24 and 14;

Figure 6 is a fracrmenmry perspective
view showi ing the manner of joining the sec-
tions 19, 20 and 23;

qure 7 is a fmcrmentary perspective
view vhowmg the manner of joining the sec-
tions 23, 45, 44 and 47.

Referrlncr to these drawings, and partic-

ularly to Flcrure 2, 1t will be seen that the
tent is supported by two main sections A and
B. These sections are alike so that the de-
seription of one will- apply to the other.
These sections are adapted to be disposed
on either side of an automobile to form a
garage, as it may be termed, within which
the automobile may be housed and to form
an apartment on each side of this garage.
Each main section is composed of a ground
engaging suppmtlno frame which is, gen-
erally Speakln U-shaped in plan, as illus-
trated ‘in I‘lfrme 2. This main supporting
frame consists of a transverse portion com-
posed of two sections 10 and 11 which are
connected to each other by a strap hinge 11*
so that the section 10 may be folded over onto
the section 11. To the ends of the sections
10 and 11 respectively are hinged the- lon-
gitudinally extending sections 12 the hinges
13 for these sections being so dlSpO%ed that
the sections 12 may be turned into parallel
relation to the section 11 but not-in super-
posed relation.

To each of the sections 12 is hinged a sec-
tion 14 by hinges 15 which perm1t the sec-
tion 14 to be turned bacl upon and in par-

allel relation with the section 12. Thus it

follows that the sections 14 may be turned
back upon the sections 12, these sections 12
and 14 then turned into parallel relation to
the sections 10 and 11, (see Fig. 3) and
then the sections 10 and 11 folded over upon

- each other, forming a compact bundle about

five feet long, it being assumed that each
of the sections 10 and 11 is approximately

five feet in length. The sections 14 are pro-
vided at, their ends with rope loops 16-
“through- which stakes may be driven.

The
sections. 10 and 11 are also provided with
rope loops 16 through which stakes may be

driven to thus hold the ground encravmg

sections firmly-to the ground
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The extremities of the section 14 are also
provided with U-shaped sockets 17 of strap
iron, and like sockets 18 are bolted to the

sections 12, these sockets extending upward-

at an inclination to the sections 1z and to-
ward the extremities of the sections 12. The
canvas is supported at what may be termed
the ridge of the roof by a cross bar formed
in two sections 19 and 20. The section 19
may be provided with a metallic socket or
sleeve 21 permanently attached to the sec-
tion 19 and into which the end of the sec-
tion 20 is adapted to be inserted. A hook
92 engages with an eye on the section 19 so
that when this hook is lowered into position,
the section 20 is held in the socket 21. The
uprights for this ridge pole or roof support
each consist of two sections 23 and 24. The
section 28 carries upon it a socket 25 of the
same character as the socket 22 so that the
sections 23 can fit over the upper ends of
the sections 24 and these sections are locked
in place by the hooks 26 in the manner pre-
viously described for the hooks 22. The up-
per ends of the sections 23 are formed with
dowel pins 27 which extend through uprights
in the ends of the sections 19 and 20. The
lower ends of the sections 24 are adapted to
be disposed within the sockets 17, which
sockets firmly support these ridge poles or
roof supporting sections in upright posi-

~tion. .

In order to hold the roof up at the ends

of the tent supporting structure, I provide

roof supporting sections which consist of
the transverse cross bar formed of the two
sections 28 and 29, the section 29 being pro-
vided with the sleeve or socket 30 and with
the hook 31 engaging the eye in' the section
98, and hinged to the ends of these sections
98 and 29 are the sections 32 which are so
hinged that the sections will turn inward in
parallel relation to the sections 28 and 29,
the lower. éxtremities of these sections 32
being provided with the hooks 33. Thelower
ends of these sections 32 are adapted to fit
in the sockets 18 and. the hooks 33 engaged
with eyes. 34 on the section 12 so that when
the hooks are thus engaged the members 32
are supported in an upwardly and outward-
ly inclined position, as illustrated most
clearly in, Figure 2. Those sections which
rest upon the ground are preférably provid-
ed with screw eyes 85 constituting buttons.

55 A number of these screw eyes are shown as

" applied.to the sections 10 and 11 and to the

60

inner ends of the sections 14. It will be ob-
vious that thesé scréw eyes may be applied
anywhere ‘upon -the ground engaging sec-
tions. or upon the uprights. The canwas tent
36 .is formed at intervals with eyelets 37
through which the heads of the screw eyes
are adapted to Be inserted, and then these
screw eyes are titned at right angles to these
slits or button lioles 87 s¢ ds to hiold the caii-
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vas firmly engaged with the supporting
frame. The dowels 27 project above the bars
19 and 20, and the canvas is formed with
apertures 38, through- which these dowels
project. Guy ropes 89 having eyes at their

upper ends are adapted to be engaged with

these upwardly projecting dowels and then
extended downward and upward through
proper stakes. ' , S

The tent, as illustrated, is formed in ome

T

piece, though this may be changed, and em-

bodies a middle roof portion 40, the two
downwardly and laterally inclined roof por-
tions 41, the wall portions 42, and the tent
flap 43, which may be attached to one of the
wall portions 42 and to the roof 40, but 1s
preferably disconnected from the wall por-
tions 42 at both sides edges so that it may be
thrown up over the roof 40. Suitable means
are to be provided for holding this tent flap
43 downward. Obviously there may be two
of these flaps 43. Obviously also the wall
portions 42 may be provided with entrance
openings or, if desired, with light admitting
openings having flaps to keep out the wine
and rain or having flexible celluloid light
admitting pares therein. I do not wish to
be limited, therefore, to the detailed con-
struction of the tent as this may be changed
in many ways without departing at all from

" the spirit of the invention.

When it is' desired to set up the tent, the
ground engaging sections are disposed on
either side of the space reserved for the
automobile and at a predetermined distance
apart. The roof supporting sections are un-
folded and engaged with the sockets 17 and
the lateral ‘wall supporting sections are un-
folded and engaged with the sockets 18.
Stakes are then driven, holding these two
frames in place, and then the tent is unfold-
ed and slipped over the structure and the
lower margins of the tent engaged with the
eyes 35. 1t will be seen that this operation
is very simple, may be quickly accomplished,
and that the framework of the tent may be
as  easily and quickly - taken down.
When the tent is up it provides the
medially disposed garage for the car and
two lateral apartments. The ground engag-
ing frames are folded ‘and placed together
so as to make one package having a length
of approximately five feet more or less, de-
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pending upon the size of the car, the side -

walls of the tent are folded over the top from
right to left, then the top is folded over once.
then the ridge poles and uprights are placed
on the end of the canvas thereby mak-
ing a package about twelve inches in diam-
eter by five feet or more in length. Thus the
framework of the tent forms two packages
weighing about thirty-five pounds each and
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cach. shaped to fit the running hoard or lug- ’

gaoe carrier of any car. ~
It is obvious that this same principle of
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construction may be used to form a tent hav-
ing a garage space and a single apartment
on one side of the car by not putting up the
uprights for the section B but letting.: the
canvas drop over the other side of the car,
or the whole section B3 may be left off: en-
tirely so-that the canvas will simply rest
upon the top of the car and then pass over

the ridge pole of the section A and over the

reof supporting structures formed within the
sections 28 and 29. Thus it will only be
necessary to carry the tent and one of the
sections A where a small tent is desired.
Preferably the various sections are made of

5 2x2 cyprus or pine timbers.

Tt 1s sometimes desirable that a sloping
roof be provided over a-car so as to more
efficiently shed rain, and in that case I may
use two hinged jointed rafters, designated
44 and 45, there being a rafter at each end
of the roof, these rafters being connected to
each other by hinges 46, the ends of the
sections 44 and 45 being formed with open-
ings through which the dowel pins 27 may

5 pass and the rafters being connected by a

ridge pole 47 preferably made in two hinged
sections and formed to fit in the angle of
the joints of the rafters, thus giving a roof
which- is higher in the middle than at the
sides. - These rafters and the ridge pole are,
of course, to be made in sections of conven-
ient lengths so that when the hinged sec-
tions are folded upon each other the pieces
may be readily packed for transportation.

While T have illustrated details which I
have found to be particularly effective in
practice, I do not wish to be limited thereto,
as it is obvious that these might be changed
in many ways without departing from the
spivit of the invention.

T claim:—

1. A tent supporting structure including
a ground engaging base formed of sections
hinged to each other for folding, a ridge pole
and connected uprights formed of sections,
certain of the sections being foldably and
detachably engaged with each other, and an
outer tent support formed of sections de-
tachably and foldably engaged with each
other, the uprights of the ridge pole and the
uprights of the outer tent support being de-
tachably engaged with the ground engaging
members. '

2. A tent supporting structure comprising
a foldable ground engaging frame, an ap-
proximately U-shaped, foldable, relatively
high roof supporting frame detachably en-
gaged with the ground engaging frame, a
second approximately U-shaped, relatively
low roof supporting frame detachably en-
gaged with the ground frame.

3. A tent supporting structure compris-
ing a foldable ground engaging frame, an
approximately U-shaped, foldable, relatively
high roof supporting frame detachably en-

2

gaged: wvith the ground engaging frame, a

‘second - approximately U-shaped, relatively.

low -roof supporting frame detachably en-

.gaged-with the ground frame; and means for
supporting the last named frame at an out- 7
-wardly and upwardly extending angle, the

cross bar of each roof supporting frame be-
ing formed of a plurality of sections detach-
ably engaged with each other, the legs of
each roof supporting frame being formed of
sections having means -whereby they may
be foldably held in aligned- relation.

4, A tent supporting striacture comprising
two foldable ground engaging frames adapt-
ed-to be disposed upon the ground in spaced
relation to each- other, an.approximately U-
shaped, foldable, relatively high roof sup-
porting frame detachably engaged with each
ground engaging frame at the adjacent ends
of the ground engaging frames, a second ap-
proximately U-shaped relatively low roof
supporting frame detachably engaged with
the ground engaging frame adjacent the
outer ends thereof, and means for support-
ing the last named frames at an upwardly
and - outwardly extending angle to - the
ground engaging frame, the ground engag-
ing frames being formed with stake loops
at spaced intervals and with sockets for the
reception of the ends of the roof supporting
frames.

5. A -tent supporting structure compris-
ing a foldable ground engaging. frame, an
approximately U-shaped, foldable, relatively
high roof supporting frame detachably en-
gaged with the groundiengaging frame, a
second approximately U-shaped relatively
low roof supporting frame detachably en-
gaged with the ground engaging frame,
means for supporting the last named frame
at an outward and upward angle to the
ground engaging frame, and a tent having
a horizontal roof portion, a downwardly
extending roof portion and wall portions,
the tent being adapted to be disposed over
the roof supporting frames with the first
named roof supporting frame at the junc-
tion of the horizontal and downwardly in-
clined portions and the last named frame at
the junction of the downwardly extending
roof portion with the end wall of the tent,
and means detachably connecting the lower

margins of the walls of the tent to the

ground engaging frame.

6. A tent supporting structure compris-
ing two foldable, ground engaging frames
adapted to be disposed on the ground in
spaced relation to each other, an approxi-
mately U-shaped, foldable, relatively high
roof supporting frame detachably engaged
at each end with a ground engaging frame,
two approximately U-shaped relatively low
roof supporting frames detachably engaged
each with a ground engaging frame at the
outer end thereof, means for supporting the
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last named frames at -an. outward and up-

re L3 . 3
ward angle relative to the ground engaging

frames and the tent having. a horizontal
roof portion and abutting outwardly and
downwardly extending roof portions and
wall portions, the: tent being adapted to be
disposed over the roof supporting frames,
and means detachably engaging the lower
margins of the walls of the tent to the
ground engaging frames.

7. A tent supporting structure compris-
ing two approximately U-shaped ground en-
gaging frames, etch of said frames having
a cross bar and legs disposed at right

5 angles to the cross bar, the cross bar being
formed in two hinged.sections adapted to

be folded over upon each “other, the legs
being each composed of two. hinged sec-
tions adapted to be folded into parallel re-
lation, the legs being hinged to the sections
of the cross bar so as to be turned into
parallel relation thereto, the outer ends of
the legs being formed with sockets and the
legs adjacent the cross bar being formed
upwardly and. outwardly inclined
sockets, a pair of approximately U-shaped
roof supporting frames each formed of a
cross bar and a pair of legs, each cross bar
being formed in two detachably engaged
aligning sections, the.legs of each cross bar
being formed of two sections, the lower ends
of said legs being adapted to be inserted
in said first named sockets, and a pair of
relatively low U-shaped roof  supporting
frames comprising a cross bar and legs,

1,450,143

each cross bar being formed in two detach-
able sections and the legs of each cross bar
being perpendicular to the cross bar and
hinged thereto, the legs being adapted to
be inserted in the second named sockets to
thereby support the last named roof sup-
porting frame at an angle to the ground
engaging frames, and a tent having a hori-
zontal roof portion, two downwardly and
outwardly extending roof portions and wall
portions, the tent being adapted toibe dis-
posed over the roof supporting frame, and
means -detachably connecting the lower mar-
gins of the walls of the tent to the ground
engaging frames.

8. A tent formed to provide a middle,
V-shaped roof section and two downwardly
and outwardly inclined roof sections and
walls extending downward from the roof
sections and two. frames adapted to ‘be dis-
posed beneath the downwardly and out-
wardly inclined roof sections and support
the middle section and the lateral roof sec-
tions; said frames being composed of fold-
able sections, means for detachably connect-
ing the tent to said sections; hinged rafter
sections adapted.to be mounted upon’ the
two frames to bridge the space beneath the
middle section of the tent, and a ridge pole
engaging the two rafter sections at the joint
thereof and formed of a plurality of
hingedly connected sections. -

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my

signature.
DANIEL F. DILLMAN.
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