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ATTACHE CASE AND COMBINED PARTITION
AND DESK THEREFOR
Lewis Lifton, 35 I, 75tk St., New Vork 21, N.Y.
Filed Jan. 9, 1953, Ser. No. 250,443
7 Claims. (Cl 196—11)

This invention relates generally to attaché or carrying
cases and, more particularly, to an attaché case having
removably disposed in the lower compartment thereof a
partition, the partition being pivotally mounted, where-
by it functions to conceal the articles stored in the lower
compartment and as a writing surface when in a closed
position, and can be pivoted to an open position and
retained in that position to permit access to the articles
in the lower compartment.

This is a continuation-in-part of my co-pending appli-
cation Serial No. 185,726 filed April 6, 1962, and now
abandoned, for Attaché Case and Combined Partition
and Desk Therefor, which in turn was a continuation-in-
part of my then co-pending application Serial No..51,558
filed August 24, 1960, and now abandoned, for Attaché
Case and Combined Partition and Desk Therefor.

Due to the varied uses and applications of attaché
cages, they have, to a large extent, replaced brief cases
and certain types of luggage carriers. This has been oc-
casioned by the fact that attaché cases may be used both
to carry articles of wearing apparel and office material,
the former being maintained separate and apart from the
latter. In general, the bottom housing or compartment
of the attaché case is used to store articles of wearing
apparel, while the compartment in the lid is provided
with means for storing files or papers. The disadvantage
of presently available attaché cases is that either no
means are provided for dividing the material stored in
the upper compartment from the material stored in the
lower compartment, or else the partitions or dividers
used are difficult to install and remove. 1t is undesir-
able not to provide any partition since, if the attaché
case is used for business purposes, it is desired to con-
ceal the articles stored in the lower compartment. An-
other disadvantage is that, once the partition is removed,
no means are provided for storing it or retaining it in
an open position to provide access to the articles stored
in the lower compartment.

In view of the foregoing, an object of the present in-
vention is to provide an attaché case with a removable
partition in the lower compartment which is simple to
remove and which, when in place, completely conceals
the articles stored in the lower compartment.

Another object of the present invention is to provide
an attaché case in which the partition provided in the
lower compartment may be used as a writing surface or
desk.

A further object of the present invention is to provide
an attaché case with a partition in the lower compart-
ment which may be quickly and easily pivoted to an open
positicn.

Yet ancther object of the present invention is to pro-
vide an attaché case with a partition in the lower com-
pariment which dis removable and pivotable, and which
may be simply pivoted to an inoperative position and
retained in said position.

A still further object of the invention is to provide
an attaché case with a partition in the lower compart-
ment thereof which is removable and pivotable, and to
provide means which may effectively removably fasten
the front edge of said partition in an operative position.

These and further objects and features of the present
invention will appear from the following detailed descrip-
tion, to be read in conjunction with the accompanying
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drawings, wherein like compomnents in the several views
are identified by the same reference numerals.

In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an attaché case em-
bodying the features of the present invention, the parti-
tion being shown in the normally closed position to con-
ceal the articles stored in the lower compartment and also
permitting the partition to function as a writing surface;

FIG. 2 is a view similar to FIG. 1, but illustrating the
partition in a normally open position to permit access
to the articles stored in the lower compartment, the par-
tition being shown retained in an open position to pre-
vent interference with removal of the articles in the lower
compartment;

FIG. 3 is a cross-section taken on the line 3—3 of
FIG. 1,

FIG. 4 is a top plan view illustrating an embodiment
of the invention for pivotally and removably supporting
the partition within the lower compartment of the attaché
case;

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of a detail of the embodi-
ment illustrated in FIG. 4;

FIG. 6 is a perspective view illustrating another em-
bodiment of the invention for removably supporting the
partition within the lower compartment of the attaché
case;

FIG. 7 is a cross-section taken on the line 7—7 of
FIG. 6, and also including the partition engaged with the
lower compartment of the attaché case;

FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional view similar to FIG. 7,
but illustrating another embodiment of my invention;

FIG, 9 is a cross-sectional view similar to FIG. 7, but
showing still another embodiment of my invention; and

FIG, 10 is a cross-sectional view similar to FIG. 7,
but iltustrating a further embodiment of my invention,
and also inciuding the partition engaged with ithe lower
cempartiment of the attaché case.

Referring now to the drawings and particularly to
FIGS, 1 through 3 thereof, there is illustrated a composite
carrying and file case which is designated in general by
the numeral i8. Although the carrying case may be of
any desired size or configuration, it is illustrated as a
box-type attaché case having a lower five-sided box-like
housing 13, and a five-sided box-like lid or closure ele-
ment 12. The housing 12 and lid 12 are pivotably inter-
connected by means of hinges (not shown) which are
mounted at spaced intervals on juxtaposed portions of
the housing 11 and id 12. ‘'The housing 11 and lid 12 are
disengageably secured in closed positicn by means of
interengageable locking elements 13 and 4 which are
mounted on juxtaposed portions of the housing 1% and lid
2. As illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2, the housing 11 and
lid 22 are provided with foldable diagonal braces 1§ which
limit the extent to which the lid may be swung away from
the lower housing. In the illustrated embodiment, these
braces 45 limit the opening of the lid 2 to approximately
90 degrees. ‘The lid 12 is, therefore, approximately verti-
cal when in open position, assuming that the housing 11
is supported on a horizontal surface.

While the housing 11 may assume various forms, it is
shown as consisting of front and rear walls 16 and 17,
a pair of side walls 18 and a bottom wall 19. The lid
12 is of virtually identical construction to the housing 11
with the exception that the housing 11 is deeper to
receive articles 24 to be carried in the attaché case. It
is to be noted that the housing 1% and lid 12 define
spaces or cavities designated respectively by the numerals
29 and 21.

The recess 21 in the lid 12 is adapted to receive a
fan file or other receptacle designated in general by the
numeral 22. The fan file or receptacle 22 is retained
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within the recess 21 in the lid 12 when it is not in uge,
by any type of retaimer. The retainers 23, illustrated
in FIGS. 1 and 2, are substantially l.-shaped elements,
having one leg thereof pivotably secured to the inner sur-
faces of the side walls of the lid 12. The other leg of
the refaineis 23 bear against the outer surface of the
fan file 22 and prevent it from becoming dislodged from
the recess 21 in the lid 312. When it is desired to re-
move or open the fan file, the retainers 23 are simply
pivoted until they are disengaged from the fan file 22
which can then be opened or removed to provide access
te the interior thereof.

The recess 28 in the housing 11 is adapted to receive
wearing apparel or other articles designated in general
by the numeral 24. In order to conceal the articles 24
stored in the recess 2§ in the housing 11, a partition 25
is provided to enclose the recess 28. The partition 25
is pivotably mounted on the rear wall 17 of the housing
i1, so that it can be swung open to provide access to the
articles 24 stored in the recess 20, and then be swung
back to a closed position to again conceal said articles.
The partition 25 is also removably mounted in the recess
20 in a manner and for a purpose to be presently
described, and, when in the closed position illustrated
in FIG. 1, is so supported that it may function as a desk
or writing surface.

The partition 25, as best iHustrated in FIGS. 1, 2 and
3, consists of a flat, elongated sheet of substantially rigid
material, such as cardboard, plastic, plywood, woven
fabric, leather or the like, and is of a size and shape
to substantially enclose the recess 20 in the housing 11.
In order to prevent fraying of the edges of the parti-
tion 25, they are preferably covered by a binding. The
partition 25 is remcvably and pivotably mounted in the
recess 28 in the housing 11 in such manner as to en-
close the recess 20 while permitting the entire recess 20
to be filled with articles 24 when the partition 25 is in a
closed position.

In the embodiment of the invention illustrated in FIGS.
1-5, the partition 25 is pivotably and removably sup-
ported within the recess 28 by brackets designated in
general by the numeral 26, the brackets 26 being secured
to the inner surface of the rear wall 17 of the housing
11. The brackets 26 are mounted at spaced positions on
the rear wall 17, and, although two brackets are illus-
trated in the figures, additional brackets may be pro-
vided, depending on the flexibility of the partition 25
and the degree of support required. The brackets 26
consist of elongated bases 27 of rigid material which are
secured to the rear wall 17 by means of rivets or screws
28. The raised U-shaped rack 29 of the bracket 26 is
preferably stamped from the base 27 of the bracket 26
in order to add rigidity to the structure, but may, if
desired, be welded or otherwise secured to the base 27.
The rack 29 is preferably circumferentially angular
shaped in cross section with the apex of one of the an-
oles 30 extending in a direction away from the base 27
for a purpose to be presently described. An inclined
plane 31 is positioned below the U-shaped rack 29 but
in close proximity thereto, and it projects downwardly
away from the rear wall 17. Said inclined plane, also,
is preferably stamped from the base 27 of the bracket
26, but may, if desired, be welded or otherwise secured
to the base 27. The angle formed between the inclined
plane 31 and the base 27 ranges from 10 to 80 degrees,
preferably 45 degrees. The upper corners 32 of the
base 27 may be turned down or dog-eared and embedded
in the rear wall 17 in order to add rigidity to the struc-
ture. They, also, prevent the bracket 26 from twisting.

The partition 25 is pivotably and removably intercon-
nected with the bracket 26 by means of fingers 32 which
are attached preferably to the bottom edge of the parti-
tion 25. The fingers 32 are mounted in spaced position
on the partition 25 in such manner as to mate with the
brackets 26. As best illustrated in FIG. 3, the fingers
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32 consist of elongated strips of spring-like substantially
rigid material. One end of each finger is attached to
the partition 25 by means of rivets 33 or other fasten-
ing devices, the fingers 32 being so mounted on the par-
tition 25 that the other end thereof extends beyond the
edge of the partition 25. The end of each finger 32
which is adapted to engage with the bar 34 of the raised
U-shaped rack 29 of each bracket 26 is crimped or bent
over on itself, as best illustrated in FIG. 3. The pur-
pose of crimping or bending the free ends of the fingers
32 is to provide a U-shaped hook 35 which can be easily
engaged or disengaged from the bar 34 of the rack 29.

The free end of the U-shaped hook 35 is again crimped
or bent over on itself to form a lip 36 which projects
in a direction away from the partition 25. The length
of the free end of the hook 35 is designed so that the
outer edge of the inclined plane 31 is in frictional en-
gagement with the lip 36 of the finger 32 when the par-
tition 25 is in the closed position illustrated in FIG.
1. In this manner, additional stability is obtained, an
asset which is desirable especially when the partition is
utilized as a writing surface.

It is to be noted that the apex of one of the angles
30 is in frictional engagement with the inside of the U-
shaped hook 35 at all times when the finger 32 is in en-
gagement with the bar 34 of the U-shaped rack 29 of
each bracket 26. In this manner, the U-shaped hook
35 may be easily slipped over the bar 34 of the U-shaped
rack 29 and not become disengaged therefrom when
the partition 25 is swung through an angle of approxi-
mately 90 degrees from the closed position illustrated
in FIG. 1 to the open posiiion illustrated in FIG. 2.
Now in order to disengage the partition 25 from the
bracket 26, the partition is partially rotated from the
closed position shown in FIG. 1 towards the open po-
sition shown in FIG. 2 until the inclined plane 31 dis-
engages the lip 36. Then the hook 35 is slipped off
the bar 34 and the partition may be lifted away from
the file case 10. It has been found that, when the hook
35 is formed in this fashion, it may be easily engaged
and disengaged from the bracket 26, while still permit-
ting pivotable movement thereabout through an angle of
approximately 90 degrees without disengagement.

In order to support the edge of the partition 25, re-
moved from the edge having the fingers 32 secured there-
to, one or more (one shown) substantially L-shaped
brackets 37 are attached preferably to the bottom edge
of the partition 25. The bracket 37 consists of an elon-
gated strip of spring-like substantially rigid material.
One end of the bracket 37 is attached to the partition 25
by means of rivets 38 or other fastening devices, the
bracket 37 being so mounted on the partition 25 that the
other end thereof extends beyond the edge of the parti-
tion 25. The free end of the bracket 37 is crimped or
bent over on itself to form a substantially S-shaped hook
39, as best illustrated in FIG. 3. The free end of the S-
shaped hook 39 is crimped to form a lip 40 which pro-
jects in a direction away from the partition 25.

A receptacle 41 is mounted on the front wall 16 in such
a manner as to mate with the bracket 37. The receptacle
41 is similar in shape and material to the aforementioned
brackets 26. It is secured to the front wall 16 in a suit-
able manner such as by rivets (not shown). Said re-
ceptacle 41 consists of an elongated base 42, a U-shaped
rack 43, an inclined plane 44 and bent back corners or
dog-ears 45, as best illustrated in FIG. 3. The rack 43
may be round or circumferentially angular shaped, as
desired. The length of the inclined plane 44 is such that
the outer face thereof is in frictional engagement with the
corresponding face of lip 40, when the U-shaped rack 43
is in frictional engagement with the S-shaped hook 39,
when the partition 25 is in the closed position illustrated
in FIG. 1. In this manner the front edge of the parti-
tion is firmly supported when the partition is utilized as
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a writing surface. It is readily disengageable by exerting
an upward force.

Referring now to FIGS. 6 and 7 an alternate embodi-
ment of this invention is illustrated. In order to support
the edge of the partition 25, removed from the fingers 32
secured thereto, a bracket 46 is attached to the bottom
edge of the partition 25. The bracket 46 consists of an
elongated strip of spring-like substantially rigid material.
One end of this bracket is attached to the partition 25
by means of rivets 47 or other fastening devices, the
bracket 46 being so mounted on the partition 25 that the
other end thereof extends beyond the edge of the parti-
tion 25. The free end of the bracket 46 is bent over on
itself to form a substantially U-shaped hook 48. A pro-
jection 49 being centrally located on the free end of the
hook 48 and jutting outwardly towards the partition 25
is preferably stamped from the parent strip material in
order to yield additional flexibility.

FIGS. 8, 9 and 10 illustrate three additional embodi-
ments of this invention for supporting the front edge of
partition 25 by means of novel brackets. FIG. 8 shows
bracket 0 which comprises two amms 61 and 62 being
manufactured from an elongated strip of spring-like sub-
stantially rigid material. It is to be noted that either two
separate strips may be employed or a single strip which
is bent over upon itself may be utilized as desired for
forming the bracket member 68. Said bracket is
mounted upon the partition 25 in such a manner that the
free end thereof extends beyond the front edge of the
partition. The fixed end thereof is firmly attached to the
partition 25 by means of rivets 64 or the like fastening
means. The free ends or arms 61 and 62 of said bracket
extend outwardly towards the front wall 16 and are
crimped or bent over upon themselves to form substan-
tially U-shaped portions 66 and 68 respectively. The free
ends of the U-shaped portions coact with each other to
form a substantially ©-shaped snap as shown in FIG. 8
at 78. The extremities of the arms 61 and 62, outward-
ly from said O-shaped snap, are provided with short lip
portions 72 and 74 to facilitate affixing the bracket 68
to the front wall 16.

Referring now to FIG. 9, resilient bracket 76 is like-
wise fastened to partition 25 by means of rivets 78 or
the like. The free end of the bracket forms a substan-
tially W-shaped snap 89, the center of which is adapted
to receive mating means secured to the front wall 16 as
will be more fully described hereinafter.

FIG. 10 illustrates a resilient bracket 82 having a sub-
stantially W-shaped snap portion 84 which is likewise
adapted to receive mating means secured to the front
wall 6. The other end of the bracket §2 is firmly af-
fixed to the partition 25 by means of rivets 86 provided
for the purpose. Interposed between the free end and
the fixed end of the bracket 82 is a pull-tab or handle 88
which is formed by means of bending the bracket over
upon itself. Such handle 88 extends upwardly and back
over the edge portion of the partition 25 in order to pro-
vide a convenient means for lifting the partition to its
inoperable position.

A receptacle 5§ is mounted on the front wall 16 in such
a manner as to mate with one of the brackets 4¢, 68, 76
or 82 depending upon whichever particular embodiment
is being employed. This receptacle 50 is secured to the
front wall in a suitable manner such as by rivets (not
shown). The receptacle may consist of a shelf-like pro-
jection preferably having a rounded front edge or it may
consist of an elongated base 51 and a U-shaped rack 52.
The rack 52 may be round or circumferentially angular
shaped, as desired. The brackets 46, 6%, 76 or 82 and
the receptacle are in working relationship to each other
so that they are in simultaneous frictional engagement
when the partition 25 is in the closed position illustrated
in FIG. 1. Therefore, the front edge of the partition is
firmly supported when the partition is utilized as a writ-
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ing surface, but it is readily disengageable by exerting a
slight upward force.

In order to permit the partition 25 to be readily swung
from the closed position illustrated in FIG. 1 to the open
position illustrated in FIG. 2, the partition 25 has secured
thereto a pull-tab or handle 53. The tab 53 is mounted
on the upper surface of the partition 25, preferably di-
rectly opposite the fastener 37 or 46 and may, if desired,
be attached to the partition 25 at the same time as the
fastener. FIG. 10 illustrates pull-tab 88 which functions
in a similar manner to handle 53. In order to support
the edges of the partition 25 so that the partition 25 can
be used as a desk or writing surface, one or more
L-shaped brackets 54 may be mounted at spaced, opposed
portions on the inner surfaces of the side walls 18 of the
housing 11. These brackets 54 are at the same height
as the brackets 26, 41 and 59 so that the partition 25 is
supported in a plane substantially parallel to the bottom
wall 19 of the housing 11.

In operation, the articles 24 are inserted in the recess
29 in the housing 11. The hooks 35 on the fiingers 32
mounted on the partition 25 are then engaged with the
bar 34 of the bracket 26 and the partition 25 is pivoted
to a closed position. It is maintained in this position by
engagement of the aforementicned fasteners 39 and 48
with their respective mating receptacles 41 and 59.
While it is in this closed position, partition 25 may be
used as a desk or writing surface since it is supported by
the brackets 28, 41 or 5§ and 54. When it is desired to
remove an article 24 from the recess 28, partition 25
is pivoted to the open position illustrated in FIG. 2.
The partition 25 may be maintained in this open position
by engagement with the retainers 23. If it is desired to
store something in the recess 2§ which extends within
the recess 21 when the case is closed, the partition 25
is simply removed by disengagement of the fingers 32
and brackets 25.

It is to be noted that the length of the racks 29, 43
and 52 are preferably greater than the width of their
mating hooks 35, 39 and 48. In this mauner, the
spacing beiween the fingers 32 is not critical since if the
spacing is slightly different than the spacing between the
brackets 26, the fingers 32 will still engage the brackets
26 since slight longitudinal movement of the partition
25 within the recess 28 is possible.

What has been described and ijllustrated is an attaché
case having pivotably and removably received in the lower
housing thereof a partition. The partition functions both .
to conceal the articles stored in the lower housing of the
case and is so supported that it can also functicn as a
desk and a writing surface. When it is desired to have
access to the articles stored in the Iower housing or com-
partment of the case, the partition is pivoted to an open
position and means are provided for retaining the parti-
tion in said open position. It is to be understood that
although several embodiments of the invention have been
ilbustrated and described it will be recognized by those
skilled in the art that modifications may be provided
therein within the scope of the following claims.

I claim:

1. A carrying case comprising a box-like housing hav-
ing a front wall, a back wall, a lid pivotally attached to
said back wall, a desk-like partition shaped to fit within
said housing, at least two spaced apart U-shaped recep-
tacle means attached to said back wall and being provided
with an inclined plane portion, U-shaped resilient hooking
means attached to said partition and being adapted to
pivotally frictionally and releasably engage with said re-
ceptacle means, said hooking means having a lip por-
tion which is adapted to frictionally engage with said
inclined plane when said partition is in a closed position,
two side walls of said housing being provided with fixed
bracket partition supporting msans, and releasable front
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supporting means being disposed between said front wall
and said partition.

2. The carrying case of claim 1 in which said U-shaped
receptacle means comprises an elongated base, said in-
clined plane portion merging from said base, a U-shaped
rack being located above said inclined plane portion and
projecting outwardly from said base in a direction away
from said back wall and whose cross sectional configura-
tion is circumferentially angular, said hooking means
comprises at least two fingers attached to said partition
near one edge thereof and extending beyond said edge,
said fingers having a U-shaped hook portion beyond said
edge, said lip portion being positioned beyond said hook
portion, whereby said U-shaped hook portion releasably
engages said U-shaped rack to permit said partition to be
pivoted thereabout.

3. A carrying case comprising a box-like housing hav-
ing a front wall, a back wall, a lid pivotally attached to
said back wall, a desk-like partition shaped to fit within
said housing, releasable pivotal rear supporting means be-
ing disposed between said back wall and said partition,
two side walls of said housing being provided with fixed
bracket partition supporting means, front supporting
means disposed between said front wall and said parti-
tion, said front supporting means including an elongated
base attached to said front wall, an inclined plane portion
merging from said base, a U-shaped rack being positioned
above said inclined plane portion and projecting out-
wardly from said base in a direction away from said
back wall and whose cross sectional configuration is cir-
cumferentially angular; a resilient bracket attached to
said partition adjacent said base, said bracket having an
§-shaped hook portion extending beyond said partition,
a lip portion extending beyond said hook portion, said
S-shaped hook being removably frictionally engageable
with said U-shaped rack, and said lip portion being re-
movably frictionally engageable -with said inclined plane
portion.

4. A carrying case comprising a box-like housing hav-
ing a front wall, a back wall, a lid pivotally attached to
said back wall, a desk-like partition shaped to fit within
said housing, releasable pivotal rear supporting means be-
ing disposed between said back wall and said partition,
two side walls of said housing being provided with fixed
bracket partition supporting means, front supporting
means disposed between said front wall and said partition,
said front supporting means including a U-shaped rack
attached to said front wall, a resilient bracket attached
to said partition adjacent said rack, said bracket having a
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U-shaped hcok portion extending beyond said partiticn,
an inwardly extending projection being located on the
free end of said hook portion, said bracket being remov-
ably frictionally engageable with said rack.

5. A carrying case comprising a box-like housing hav-
ing a front wall, a back wall, a lid pivotally attached
to said back wall, a desk-like partition shaped to fit within
said housing, releasable pivotal rear supposting means
being disposed between said back wall and said partition,
two side walls of said housing being provided with fixed
bracket partition supporting means, front supporting
means disposed between said front wail and said parti-
tion, said front supporting means inciuding a U-shaped
rack attached to said front wall, a resilient bracket affixed
to said partition adjacent said rack, said bracket having a
pair of arms extending beyond said partition forming
substantially U-shaped portions, and the free ends of said
U-shaped portions coacting to form a substantially O-
shaped snap adapted for removably receiving said U-
shaped rack.

6. A carrying case compriging a box-like housing hav-
ing a front wall, a back wall, a lid pivoially attached
to said back wall, a desk-like partition shaped to fit with-
in said housing, releasable pivotal rear supporting means
being disposed between said back wall and said partition,
two side walls of said housing being provided with fixed
bracket partition supporting means, front supporting
means disposed between said front wall and said parti-
tion, said front supporting means including a shelif-like
projection attached to said front wall, a resilient bracket
affixed to said partition adjacent said projection, said
bracket having a W-shaped snap portion extending beyond
said partition, the center of which is adapted to remov-
ably receive said shelf-like projection.

7. The carrying case of claim 6 in which said bracket
further comprises a pull-tab formed by bending the cen-
tral portion of said bracket over upon itself, and said
pull-tab extending upwardly of said partition.
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