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To all whom, it may concern:

Be it known that I, Hexry W. MarroxNt,
a citizen of the United States, and a resident
of the city of New York, borough of Man-
hattan, in the county and State of New
York, have invented a new and Improved
Pin-Guard, of which the following is a full,
clear, and exact description.

This invention relates to pin guards, for
use with hat pins'and the like, and has ref-
erence more particularly to a device of this
class which comprises a head, a clutch car-
ried thereby and adapted to receive and grip
the end of the pin near the point thereof,
and a cushion point protector carried by the
head and adapted to receive the point of the

in.
P The object of the invention is to provide
a simple, strong and durable pin guard
which can be used with hat pins and the like,
by means of which the point of the pin can
be guarded so that the danger of injury to
the person or garments, by the point of the
pin is obviated, which can be easily applied
and as easily released, which requires but a
simple manipulation for its attachment and
removal with respect to the pin, the head or
body of which may be of any suitable orna-
mental or other form, and which is provided
with a cushion protector for preventing in-
jury or deformation of the pin point itself.

The invention consists in the construction
and combination of parts to be more fully
described hereinafter, and particularly
pointed out in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompany-
ing drawings forming a part of this speci-
fication, in which similar characters of ref-
erence indicate corresponding parts in both
views and in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of an at-
tachment of my invention, showing the same
applied to a hat pin; and Fig. 2 Is a longi-
tudinal section of the guard mounted upon
the end of a hat pin.

Before proceeding to a more detailed ex-
planation of my invention, it should be
clearly understood that while the device can
be used with pins of different kinds, it is
particularly designed for employment with
hat pins used by women for securing their
hats in place. These pins usually project to
greater or lesser lengths beyond the hats,
and there is always present the danger of in-
jury to the persons or apparel of others,

especially in crowds. Furthermore, the pro-
jecting ends of the pins are unsightly. "My
guard, when applied to a hat pin, absolutely
covers the end of the pin, and thus obviates
the danger of injury by the same, and also
renders it attractive and ornamental in ap-
pearance.

Referring more particularly to the draw-
ings, T provide a guard head or body 10,
which may be of any suitable ornamental on
other form. In the guard shown for ex-
ample, herewith, a circular head is illus-
trated, having a flat face and a rounded,
irregular oufer surface. Preferably the
head is concave, so that the clutch of the
guard is practically concealed. The clutch
11 is preferably fashioned from wire or
other similar material which has a certain
normal degree of resiliency. The wire is
wound intermediate its ends into a plurality
of spring coils 11, so that the clufch com.
prises two sides or members 12 and 13, The
part 12 between its extremity and the coils
11, is wound upon itself to form a number
of coils 14, and has the end 15 offset and se-
cured by means of solder or in any other
suitable manner to the flat face of the guard
head. The arm 18 of the clutch between its
free end and the coils 11, is also wound upon
itself to form spiral coils 16 similar to the
parts 14. At its free end, the arm 13 has 2
circular grip 17 by means of which it can be
conveniently manipulated, as will appear
hereinafter. The spring coils 11 tend mnor-
mally to spread the arms 12 and 13, so that
these are at an angle with one another, Con-
sequently, the planes of the openings fromed
by the coils 14 and 16 are angularly dis-
posed relative to one another. When the
pin or like object is to be inserted in the
coils 14 and 16, the end 17 of the arm 13 is
pressed toward the arm 12, so that the open-
Ings are brought into parallelism to permit
the insertion of the pin point. Thereafter,
when the arm 13 is released, the spring coils
11 spread parts of the clutch, so that the lat-
ter grips the pin, owing to the relative an-
gularity of the openings of the coils 14 and
16. In this way, the clutch is securely
though removably held upon the pin, and
the guard is properly located in operative
position.

To facilitate the attachment of the guard
to a pin, I prefer to employ a funnel-shaped
guide 18, having a reduced, cylindrical end
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19 which is mounted in the openings formed
by the coils 16. The outwardly flaring part
of the guide permits the point of the pin to
be easily directed into the clutch openings.
Tt will be understood that the effective open-
ing of the coils 16 when the guide is used,
is formed by the reduced opening of the
smaller end of the guide, as 1s shown most
clearly in Fig. 2.

I have found it desirable to provide a
cushion point protector for the end of the
hat pin. This protector preferably com-
prises a plate 20 baving one edge 21 in-
wardly disposced to form a retaining flange,
and a cushion 22 of cork, rubber or the like.
This cushion is mounted upon the plate and
is held in position by an inwardly disposed
flange 21.  The protector is positioned be-
tween the guard and the offset arm 12 of
the clutch, so that the cushion surface is
positioned over the opening of the coils 14.
When the point of the pin 1s passed through
the clutch openings, it can bury itself in the
cushion, and is thus protected against in-
jury. The cushion is removable, and as it
wears away can be shifted about, to present
a new surface for the penetration of the pin
point.

Having thus described my invention, 1
claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent:

1. A pin guard comprising ahead, a clutch
carried thereby and serving to attach said
head removably to a pin, said clutch being
fashioned from wire formed into spring coils

1,024,268

intermediate its sides, whereby said clutch
comprises two parts tending to spring apart,
said clutch having other coils constituting
openings for the reception of the pin, the
planes of said openings being normally at
an angle, whereby said clutch tends to bind
upon the pin.

2. A pin guard comprising a head, a clutch
fashioned from wire and consisting of a
U-shaped member, the sides whereof tend to
spring apart, the sides of said member being
formed into coils intermediate their ends,
for the reception of the pin, a flaring guide
associated with said clutch and having a
reduced part mounted in the opening of one
of said coils, and a cushion point protector
opposite the second coil carried by said head
and adapted to receive the point of the pin.

3. A pin guard comprising a head,a clutch
fashioned from wire secured to one face
thereof and consisting of a U-shaped mem-
ber the sides whereof tend to spring apart,
the sides of said member being formed into
coils intermediate their ends, for the recep-
tion of the pin, a flaring guide associated
with said clatch and having a reduced part
mounted in the opening of one of said coils.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses.

HENRY W. MATTONL

Witnesses:
Jorn K. BRACHVOGEL,
Parue D. RoLLEAUS.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “« Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.” '
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