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In pinning price tickets and other tags to merchan 
dise and the like it is desirable to crimp the point of the 
pin in such manner that it cannot readily be withdrawn 
and reapplied without clearly indicating that it has been 
removed from the merchandise and then pinned on again. 
For example, in the case of price tickets it has been found 
that unscrupulous persons sometimes shift tickets from 
one article to another in order to purchase more cheaply 
or to obtain excessive refunds. However when the points 
of the pins are crimped after being inserted it is not 
difficult to reapply them but also difficult to remove them 
without damage to the merchandise. 

Objects of the present invention are to pin articles to 
gether in such manner that the pins cannot be with 
drawn and reapplied without detection, and at the same 
time to facilitate the withdrawal of the pins without 
damage to the merchandise. 

In one aspect the ticket has a cut extending thereinto 
from one edge adjacent the location where the pin pierces 
the ticket to facilitate tearing off the body of the ticket 
preparatory to removing the pin and the remaining por 
tion of the ticket which is still pinned to the merchan 
dise. The cut line may be either a continuous cut or 
a row of perforations which weakens the ticket so that 
it can easily be torn along the cut line. The weakened 
line should extend from the region where the pin em 
erges from the ticket toward the adjacent edge of the 
ticket. Normally the pin passes through the ticket and 
merchandise at one location, thence through the ticket 
and merchandise at another location and subsequently 
through the ticket at another location, in which case the 
weakened line should extend adjacent the second loca 
tion. In the preferred embodiments the weakened line 
extends from a line interconnecting the two locations 
to an adjacent edge of the ticket. 

In another aspect the present invention comprises a 
ticket for attachment to an article with a pin passing 
through the ticket, thence through the article and sub 
sequently through the ticket again with its point ad 
jacent a portion of the ticket, said portion comprising a 
tab which is bendable out of the plane of the ticket so 
that it can be bent without bending the ticket. Prefer 
ably the outline of the tab is disposed wholly within the 
boundary of the ticket and the ticket has a cut line ex 
tending thereinto from an edge adjacent the pin to facili 
tate withdrawal of the pin. The tab should extend in 
the same general direction as the pin. 

In another aspect the invention involves the combina 
tion of a ticket and a pin for attachment to an article 
by passing the pin through the ticket, thence through 
the article and subsequently through the ticket again, the 
ticket having a tab which is bendable out of the plane 
of the ticket and the point of the pin is crimped against 
the tab. Preferably the pin is located adjacent one edge 
of the ticket, the point of the pin is crimped againstone 
side of the ticket and the ticket has a cut line extend 
ing thereinto from the aforesaid edge. 

In still another aspect the pin may be headless with a 
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bendable tab on the ticket adjacent one end of the pin. 
In a still more specific aspect one end of the headless 
pin is bent over an edge of the ticket. 

For the purpose of illustration typical embodiments of 
the invention are shown in the accompanying drawings 
in which 

Fig. 1 is a face view of one embodiment; 
Fig. 2 is a section on line 2-a-2 of Fig. 1; 
Fig. 3 is a face view of another embodiment; 
Fig. 4 is a section on line 4-4 of Fig. 3; 
Fig. 5 is a face view of another embodiment; 
Fig. 6 is a section on line 6-6 of Fig. 5; 
Fig. 7 is a face view of another embodiment; 
Fig. 8 is a section on line 8-8 of Fig. 7; 
Fig. 9 is a face view of another embodiment; 
:Fig. 10 is a section on line 10-10 of Fig. 9; 
Fig. 11 is a face view of another embodiment; 
Fig. 12 is a section on line 12-12 of Fig. 11; 
Fig. 13 is a face view of another embodiment; 
Fig. 14 is a section on line 14-14 of Fig. 13; 
Fig. 15. is a face view of still another embodiment; and 
Fig. 16 is a section on line 16-16 of Fig. 15. 
In the particular embodiment illustrated in Figs. 1 and 

2 the ticket T has a tab 2 formed by a cut 3 extending 
into the ticket from the left-hand edge and the ticket 
may also have a weakened line 4 extending obliquely 
from the inner end of the cut 3 to the upper edge of 
the ticket to guide the tear. The pin. P is inserted through 
the ticket and fabric from the top, thence through the 
fabric and ticket from the bottom at the point 6 and 
thence through the ticket from top to bottom with the 
point of the pin crimped upwardly against the bottom 
of the tab 2. To remove the ticket it may be torn of 
along the line 4 after which the pin P may be with 
drawn from the remaining portion 7 of the ticket and 
from the fabric. This withdrawal of the pin is facili 
tated by the ease with which this narrow portion 7 can be bent. 

In Figs. 3 and 4 the pin P is headless and the ticket 
has two tabs 8 and 9 adjacent the ends of the pin respec 
tively. The pin is applied in the same way as in Figs. 
1 and 2-except that the tail end 11 of the pin is crimped 
down against the tab 9 as shown in Fig. 4. The ticket 
has a weakened line formed by perforations 12 so that 
the ticket may be torn off as described in connection 
with Figs. 1 and 2. When the ticket of Fig. 3 is torn 
off, the ticket pulls' off from the headless tail portion 11 
of the pin. The pin and remaining corner portion of the 
ticket are then pulled to the left in Fig. 3 to withdraw 
the pin from the fabric. 
The embodiment shown in Figs. 5 and 6 comprises 

a headless pin having its tail end 13 crimped over the 
edge of the ticket. A weakened line formed by perfora 
tions 16 assists in tearing off the ticket in the manner 
of the ticket of Figs. 3 and 4. The remaining corner por 
tion 14 and the pin are pulled to the left to withdraw 
the pin from the fabric. Underneath the point of the 
pin is a tab 17 corresponding to tab 9 of Figs. 3 and 4 
and the point of the pin is crimped downwardly against 
the tab 17. Here again the ticket may be torn off along 
the line 16-after which the pin and remaining portion 
of the ticket may be removed easily. 
The embodiment shown in Figs. 7 and 8 comprises 

a ticket having a tab. 18. The pin is inserted as in Figs. 
1 and 2 and the point of the pin is then crimped up wardly against the tab 18. 

In Figs, 9 and 10 the ticket has slots 19 at opposite 
edges and weakened lines 21 extending obliquely from 
the inner ends of the slots to the upper edge of the ticket 
to facilitate tearing off the ticket along one line or the 
other, although it should be understood that these weak 
cried lines may be omitted if desired, The headed tail 
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portion of the pin P is bent over the edge of the ticket, 
with the material of the ticket gripped between the head 
22 and shank of the pin, the headed tail portion lying 
on the uper side of the ticket in case the pin passes 
through the ticket only once as shown, or lying on the 
lower side of the ticket in case the pin passes through 
the ticket twice as in Figs. 5 and 6. The pin P has its 
point 23 crimped downwardly against the upper side of 
the ticket in contact with the tab 24 formed by the 
slot 19. 

In Fig. 11 and 12 the ticket has a weakened line 25 
extending obliquely upwardly from the left edge of the 
ticket to the point 26 where the pin passes upwardly 
through the merchandise and ticket, and a weakened 
line 27 extending obliquely from the point 26 to the 
upper edge of the ticket. To remove the ticket it may 
be grasped at the lower end and torn upwardly along 
the line 25 to the point 26 and thence to the upper edge 
of the ticket or it may be grasped at the upper right 
corner and torn downwardly along the line 27 to the 
point 26 and thence to the lower or right edge. In either 
case the upper left corner should be held with the other 
hand while tearing off. Either the weakened line 25 or 
the weakened line 27 may be omitted if desired. After 
the ticket has been torn off as aforesaid the remaining 
portion of the ticket may be removed easily notwith 
standing the S-shape of the pointed end of the pin. 

In Figs. 13 and 14 the fastener 31 is in the form of a 
staple inserted upwardly through the fabric cap F and 
thence through the ticket T with its pointed ends 32 
crimped downwardly against tabs 33 in the ticket so that 
the points are protected. 
The modification shown in Figs. 15 and 16 comprises 

a ticket having a tab 34 facing in the direction opposite 
to that of the pin 36 which is inserted straight through 
the ticket and fabric with its point disposed under the 
tab 34. 
From the foregoing it will be understood that the tab 

adjacent the point of a pin guards the point against acci 
dental contact with articles or anyone handling the mer 
chandise. Even when the ticket is flexed the tab remains 
in contact with the point. 

. It will be understood that in each case wherein a point 
of the pin is shown as lying against a tab which extends 
to the edge of the ticket there may be substituted for 
Such tab an internal tab, facing toward but not reaching 
the edge of the ticket, as in Figs. 5 and 6, and likewise 
that for this latter kind of tab there may be substituted 
a tab which extends to the edge of the ticket. 
From the foregoing it will also be evident that this 

invention affords a pin ticket in which the pin is easy to 
remove but difficult to replace. Owing to the S-bend at 
the pointed end of the pin, the pin is difficult to remove 
because the stiff ticket must flex back and forth as the 
pin is withdrawn. However with the body of the ticket 
torn off the narrow remaining portion bends easily, and 
it is therefore easy to remove the pin. Inasmuch as the 
ticket has been torn in two of course it cannot be 
replaced without detection. 

In each embodiment where one or both ends of the 
fastener is directed toward the ticket, the fastener is 
restrained from rotation and from endwise movement, 
thereby to maintain the ends of the fastener against the 
ticket. In Figs. 6 and 10 this is accomplished by bending 
one end of the pin over the edge of the ticket, and in 
the other figures it is accomplished by the S-shape of 
one end or both ends of the fastener. 
Where the pin passes through the ticket at two loca 

tions at its crimped end it may be withdrawn easily 
without tearing the ticket by having the tab extend from 
one location to the other as in Figs. 1 and 7 because 
the portion of the ticket in the region of the crimped 
end is more flexible. 
While the pins may be applied by hand, they are pref 

erably applied by a pinning machine. The pinning ma 
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4 
chine disclosed in my co-pending application for Machine 
and Method for Pinning Tickets and the Like to Articles, 
Serial No. 572,052, filed on the same date as this appli 
cation, is especially adapted for forming an S-bend in a 
pin and for crimping an end of a pin against the mate 
rial of the ticket. 

it should be understood that the present disclosure is 
for the purpose of illustration only and that this inven 
tion includes all modifications and equivalents which 
fall within the scope fo the appended claims. For exam 
ple, in the embodiment shown in Figs. 3 and 4 the tab 
8 or tab 9 or both may be omitted as in Figs. 11 and 12 
if their function is not desired; likewise the tab 17 in 
Figs. 5 and 6 may be omitted. 

claim: 
5. A ticket for attachment to an article with a pin 

xtending through the ticket, thence through the article 
and subsequently through the ticket again with its point 
adjacent a portion of the ticket, characterized in that said 
portion comprises a tab which, substantially laterally 
of the point of the pin, is demarked from the main body 
of the ticket material by a weakened line. 

2. A ticket for attachment to an article with a pin 
extending through the ticket, thence through the article 
and subsequently through the ticket again with its point 
adjacent a portion of the ticket, characterized in that said 
portion comprises a tab which, substantially laterally 
of the point of the pin, is demarked from the main body 
of the ticket material by a weakened line, the outline of 
the tab being disposed wholly inward of the boundary 
of the ticket. 

3. A ticket for attachment to an article with a pin 
extending through the ticket, thence through the article 
and subsequently through the ticket again with its point 
adjacent a portion of the ticket, characterized in that 
said portion comprises a tab which, substantially later 
ally of the point of the pin, is demarked from the main 
body of the ticket material by a weakened line and the 
ticket has a weakened line extending thereinto from an 
edge adjacent the pin to facilitate withdrawal of the pin. 

4. A ticket for attachment to an article with a pin 
extending through the ticket, thence through the article 
and subsequently through the ticket again with its point 
adjacent a portion of the ticket, characterized in that the 
ticket has a weakened line extending thereinto from an 
edge adjacent the pin and obliquely with respect to the 
shank of the pin to facilitate withdrawal of the pin. 

5. A ticket for attachment to an article with a pial ex 
tending through the ticket at one location, thence through 
the article and subsequently through the ticket at an 
other location with its point adjacent a portion of the 
ticket, characterized in that the ticket has a weakened 
line extending from a line oblique with respect to the 
shank of the pin interconnecting said locations to an ad 
jacent edge of the ticket, whereby the ticket may be torn 
along said line to facilitate withdrawal of the pin. 

6. A pin ticket for attachment to fabric and the like 
with a pin inserted lengthwise through the ticket and fab 
ric with its point crimped into juxtaposition to a portion 
of the ticket, characterized in that said portion of the 
ticket comprises a tab which, substantially laterally of 
the point of the pin, is demarked from the main body 
of the ticket material by a weakened line, said tab being 
bendable out of the plane of the ticket about a line a dia 
cent to the location where the point of the pin emerges 
from the ticket to facilitate withdrawal of the crimped 
point. 

7. A pin ticket according to claim 6 further charac 
terized in that the tab extends in the same general direc 
tion of the pin. 

8. A pin ticket according to claim 6 further charac 
terized in that the tab is separated from the main body 
portion of the ticket by a weakened line along which the 
ticket may be torn preparatory to removing the pin. 

9. The combination of a ticket and a pin for attach 
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ment to an article by passing the pin through the ticket, 
thence through the article and subsequently through the 
ticket again, characterized in that the ticket comprises 
a tab which, substantially laterally of the point of the 
pin, is demarked from the main body of the ticket ma 
terial by a weakened line and the point of the pin touch ing the tab. 

10. The combination of a ticket and a pin for attach 
ment to an article by passing the pin through the ticket, 
thence through the article and subsequently through the 
ticket again, characterized in that the ticket comprises a 
tab which, substantially laterally of the point of the pin, 
is demarked from the main body of the ticket material by 
a weakened line and the point of the pin is crimped 
against the tab, the outline of the tab being disposed 
wholly inward of the boundary of the ticket. 

11. The combination of a ticket and a pin for attach 
ment to an article by passing the pin through the ticket, 
thence through the article and subsequently through the 
ticket again, the pin being located adjacent one edge of 
the ticket, the point of the pin touching one side of the 
ticket, and the ticket having a weakened line extending 
thereinto from said edge to facilitate withdrawal of the crimped pin. 

12. The combination of a ticket and a pin for attach 
ment to an article by passing the pin through the ticket, 
thence through the article and subsequently through the 
ticket again, characterized in that the ticket comprises 
a tab which is bendable out of the plane of the ticket 
and the point of the pin is touching the tab, being 
crimped thereagainst, and the other end of the pin is 
headless and said end is bent over an edge of the ticket. 

13. The combination of a ticket and a pin for attach 
ment to an article by passing the pin through the ticket 
thence through the article and subsequently through the 
ticket again, characterized in that the pin is headless and 
the ticket has a bendable tab adjacent one end of the pin, 
said tab, substantially laterally of the point of the pin, 
being demarked from the main body of the ticket ma 
terial by a weakened line. 

14. The combination of a ticket and a pin for attach 
ment to an article by passing the pin through the ticket 
and article, characterized in that a pointed end of the pin 
is bent against a tab portion of the ticket, said tab, sub 
stantially laterally of the point of the pin, being demarked 
from the main body of the ticket material by a weakened 
line and the opposite end at least of the pin is anchored 
to the ticket to resist rotary and longitudinal movement 
of the pin relative to the ticket. 

15. The combination claimed in claim 14 in which said 
opposite end, terminating on the lower side of the ticket 
material, is also pointed and is anchored to the ticket 
by having an S-shaped bend. 
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16. The combination of a ticket and a pin for attach 

ment to an article by passing the pin through the ticket 
and article, characterized in that the pin is headless and 
pointed at both ends, the pin extends through the ticket, 
the article, a second time through the article, a second 
time through the ticket and a third time through the 
ticket, one pointed end lying against the upper face of 
the ticket and the other pointed end lying against the 
lower face of the ticket, there being an S-shaped bend 
terminating at said other pointed end, the portion of the 
ticket against which said one pointed end lies comprising 
a tab lying wholly inwardly of the boundary of the ticket 
and, substantially laterally of the point of the pin, being 
demarked from the main body of the ticket material by a 
weakened line, said tab and its associated pin point being 
bent below the main body of the ticket. 

17. The combination claimed in claim 14 in which the 
pin is anchored by said opposite end by being bent over 
an edge of the ticket. 

18. The combination claimed in claim 14 in which 
the pin penetrates the ticket only once and one end of 
the pin is bent over an edge of the ticket and terminates 
on the upper side of the ticket. 

19. The combination claimed in claim 14 in which 
the pin is headless and an end of the pin is bent over an 
edge of the ticket. 

20. The combination as claimed in claim 14 in which 
the ticket has a weakened tear line obliquely disposed 
relative to the pin and disposed to guide a tear to the re 
gion of the shank of the pin to facilitate separating the 
portions of the ticket carrying the opposite ends of the 
pln. 

21. A ticket for attachment to an article with a pin 
extending through the ticket in one location, thence 
through the article and subsequently through the ticket 
at another location with its point adjacent a portion of 
the ticket, characterized in that the ticket has a weakened 
line obliquely disposed relative to the pin and disposed 
to guide a tear to the region of the shank of the pin 
to facilitate separating the portions of the ticket carrying 
the opposite ends of the pin. 

22. A ticket as claimed in claim 21 in which the weak 
ened line begins as a slit at the edge of the ticket, the slit demarking a tab portion. 

23. A ticket as claimed in claim 21 in which the weak 
ened line extends to a place where the pin emerges from the ticket. 

References Cited in the file of this patent 
UNITED STATES PATENTS 

1,528,023 Kohnle --------------- Mar. 3, 1925 
1,669,390 Kohnle ---------------- May 8, 1928 
1921,814 Flood ----------------- Aug. 8, 1933 


