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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

AUGUST G. CHALOUPKA, OF CHARLEVOIX, MICHIGAN.

CAN-OPENER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 544,058, dated August 6, 1895,
' Application fled March 16,1895, Serial No. 541,977, (No model)

To all whom it may concern: -
Beitknown that I, AUGUST G. CHALOUPKA,

a citizen of the United States, residing at

Charlevoix, in the county of Charlevoix and

‘State of Michigan, have invented certain new

and useful Improvements in Can- Openers;
and I do hereby declare that the following is
a full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, which will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same. '

My invention relates to can-openers, and

* has for its object to provide a simple and im-

5

2C

25

30

35

40

45

50

proved device of this class which will be es-
pecially adapted for carrying in the pocket,
and in which the operating parts or points
are adapted to be folded into closed position.

It is also the object of my invention to pro-
vide a- can-opener of this class which will
possess advantages in the point of simplicity,
inexpensiveness, convenience, adaptability,
effectiveness, and general efficiency, and
which will be adapted for use npon either
round, square, or other forms of cans.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view showing my improved can-opener in the
cloged position in which it is adapted to be
carried in the pocket. 'Fig. 2 is a longitudi-
nal seetional view of the same in the closed
position shown in Fig. 1. Figs. 3 and 4 are
transverse sectional views taken, respect-
ively, on the lines 11 and 2 2, Fig. 2. Fig. 5
is a perspective view showing the parts in
open or operative position. Fig. 6 is a lon-
gitudinal sectional view taken through the
device as shown in Fig. 5. Fig. 7 is a detail
transverse sectional view taken on the line 3
8, Fig. 6, and looking rearwardly. ' Fig. 8 is
a detail front end view. Fig. 9 is a detail
transverse sectional view taken on the line 4
4, Fig. 6, and looking rearwardly.

Corresponding parts in all the figures are
denoted by the same letters of reference.

The device is preferably constructed in its
entirety of metal; but it may be formed of
any suitable or adapted material.

Referring to the drawings, A designates
the body of the deviee, which forms the han-
dle in operation.. The body is provided with
a central longitudinal slot or opening a, ex-
tending to the front end, and this slotted con-
struction may be formed by two correspond-

ing side plates suitably connected together,
as herein shown. The top and bottom edges
of the slotted body portion are preferably
flat and straight, as shown at a’ and a?, re-
spectively. .

Within the slot a is adapted to slide a plate
B, having a projecting threaded top end b,
upon which works a thumb-nut C, bearing
against the top edge a’ of the slotted body
and adapted to bind the plate B in the posi-
tion to which it is adjusted. Upon the pro-
jecting lower end b’ of the sliding plate B is
pivotally mounted a knife or eutter D, com-
prising a bifureated body portion d, having
a straight end or edge d’ adapted to bear
against the bottom edge a? of the slotted body
when the knife is in open operative position,
as shown in Fig. 5, and from said bifurcated
body projects the knife or cutter proper d?,
preferably having a double-curved cutting-
edge d* d® and a concave inner face d&. At
said inner face the member D is preferably
flat, as shown at d° this flat face d° being
adapted to rest against the flat bottom edge
a? of the slotted body when the member D is
folded up on its pivot into closed position, as
illustrated in Fig. 1. :

E designates a point or a prod, the office of
which is to punch or press a hole through the
top of the can so that the prod acts as a pivot
in the operation of the device, the cutter op-
erating laterally and being adjusted a suit-
able distance from said central pivot with re-
lation to the diameter of the can. The prod
E embodies a body portion e, which is pivot-
ally mounted upon pin T in the open end of
the slot a. The pivotal bearing eye or open-
ing ¢’ of the member E is elongated to per-
mit longitudinal movement of said member
in adjusting it into operative or closed posi-
tion. From the front end of the body e pro-
jects the point or prod proper €2, which is ap-
proximately of right-angular contour. Atthe
front end of the body e are provided iaterally-
projecting studs or pins e® ¢%, which enter re-
cesses or notches a? in the front edge of the
body A, whereby the prod is retained in op-
erative position, as shown in Fig. 5. A flat
spring-plate G is secured to the top of the
body A at the front and is curved over the
front of the body A, as shown at g, so that its
end engages the front edge of the body por-
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tion of the member E, the spring-plate thus
serving to retain the latter against accidental
displacement while in operative position.
The front edge of the body e is preferably
beveled, as shown at €%, at its point of contact
with the flat spring to facilitate the drawing
of the member E forward against the tension
of the spring when it is desired to fold the
former back into the closed position shown
in Fig.1. In thus drawing the member E for-
ward “its studs €® e* are disengaged from the
recesses a® a’, so that the member E may be
turned rearwardly on its pivot to the closed
position illustrated, in which the point or prod
proper ¢* will be housed within the slot a. By
bringing ‘the sliding member D, when the
knife or cutter d? is folded in closed position,

up against the member E, as illustrated in’

Fig. 2, the knife or cutter d* ccmes under the
point or prod ¢?and supports the same in po-
sition in the slot @, thus preventing accidental
dropping down of the point when the device
is earried in the pocket.

The body A is preferably provided with an
enlargement or extension afon its nnder side
and at the pivotal connection of the member
E, which extension forms a rest for the end
of the device when in operation, and against
the rear edge of which extension the lateral
studs ¢® ¢* abut when the member E is in
closed position. The bottom edge a? of the
body A is preferalbly inclined or beveled up-
wardly toward the extension ¢! and adjacent
thereto, as shown at ¢? to better adapt it for
the close housing of the point of the cutter d

F’ designates a corkserew, which may be
pivotally and spring mounted within the rear
portion . of the slot ¢ and is adapted to be
normally housed therein, but may be with-
drawn from the slot foruse. Thiscorkserew
isnot an essential feature of my device, but
is simply an auxiliary element which may be
used or not, as desired.

The operation and advantages of my inven-
tion will be readily understood by those skilled
in the art to which it appertains.

The device is adapted to besecurely closed
for convenient and safe carriage in the pocket
and may be readily opened and effectively
used. It is also eapable of ready adjustment
to adapt it for convenient use upon various
sizes or shapes of cans.

I claim as my invention—

1. A device of the class deseribed, compris-
inga slotted body carrying an adjustableslide
or plate upon the end of which is pivotally

mounted a knife or cutter, the latter being’

adapted to be secured in either operative or
closed position by adjustment of the slide,
substantially as set forth, a point or prod piv-
otally mounted at the end of said slotted body
and adapted to be folded rearwardly npon its
pivot and inclosed within the slot, and means
for securing the point or prod in open oper-
ative position, substantially asand for the pur-
pose set forth.

544,058

9. A device of the class described, compris-
ing a longitudinally slotted body, a plate or
slide mounted within said slot and carrying
the set nuf, a knife or cutter pivotally carried
upon the end of said slide and embodying a
body portion and a cutter projecting there-
from, said knife or cutter being adapted to
be secured in operative or closed position by
adjustment of the slide and set nut, substan-
tially as set forth, a point or prod having an
elongated bearing and pivotally mounted at
the end of said slot, the point or prod being
provided with lateral studs or pins adapted
to engage recessesornotchesin thefront edge
of theslotted body, and a spring bearing upon
said point or body and adapted to retain the
studs in such engagement, the prod being
adapted to be moved upon its elongated bear-
ing from engagement with the spring and

8o

85

turned rearwardly upon its pivot for inclos- .

ure within the slot, substantially as and for
the purpose set forth.

3. The herein described device of the class
deseribed, comprising the longitudinally slot-
ted body, the slide or plate mounted within
said slot, the set nut, the knife or cutter piv-
otally mounted upon said slide and embody-
ing the body portion having an abutting end
and the kaife or cutter proper, the point or
prod embodying the body portion having the
elongated opening by which it is pivotally
mounted in the slotted body and provided
with the lateral studs or pins adapted to en-
gage the recessesor notches in the front edge
of the slotted body portion, the latter being
provided with a flat spring plate bearing
against the edge of the body portion of the
point or prod and with the extension at the
under side of its front end, substantially as
and for the purpose set forth.

4. An improved can opener of the class de-
seribed, embodying a pivotal bearing point
or falerum and having a slotted body, and a
plate or slide adjustable within said slot and
carrying at its end a pivotally mounted knife
or cutter embodying an abutting end or edge
adapted to bear against the under edge of
the body and adapted to be turned into closed
position against the edge of the body, said
knife or cutter being secured in either opera-
tive or closed position by the adjustment of
the slide, substantially as and for the purpose
set forth. :

5. A can opener of the class described, em-
bodying a pivotal point or fulerum at one end
and provided with a longitudinally slotted
body, a plate or slide mounted within said
slot, a set nut, and a knife or cutter pivotally
mounted upon and carried by the end of said
slide which projects from the slot and em-
bodying a body portion having an abutting
end or edge adapted to bear against the bot-
tom edge of the slotted body and a projecting
knife or cutter proper, the knife or cutter be-
ing adapted to be secured in either open posi-
tion or folded in closed position against the
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edge of the body by adjustment of the carry-
ing slide and set nut, substantially as and for
the purpose set forth,

6. A device of the class described, com pris-
ing a slotted body, a point or prod pivotally
mounted within said slotted body upon an
elongated bearing and provided with lateral
studs or pins adapted to engage recesses or
notches in the edge of said body, and a spring
device for holding said studs into such en-
gagement, the point or prod being adapted to

be turned upon its pivot into open operative

position or into closed position within the slot,
substantially as and for the purpose set forth.

7. A device of the class described, coinpris-
ing a slotted body, a point or prod pivotally
mounted at the front end of said slot and em-
bodying a body portion having an elongated
bearing and lateral studs or pins adapted to
engage recesses or notches in the front edge
of said slotted body and a projecting angular
point or prod proper, and a flat spring plate
secured to the slotted body and bearing
against the front edge of the body of the
point or prod, substantially as and for the
purpose set forth, :

8. An improved can opener of the class de-
seribed, having at one end a pivotally mounted
or hinged point or prod adapted to be turned

into closed position within the body of the 30

deviee, and a sliding cutter adapted to be

folded into closed position against the edge .

of the body, the relative arrangement being
such that the folded or closed cutter forms a
support for the point or prod when the latter
is in closed position within the body,substan-
tially as and for the purpose set forth.

9. An improved can opener of the class de-
seribed, having a point or prod pivotally
mounted or hinged at one end and adapted
to be folded or turned info closed position
within the body of the device, and means for
retaining the point or prod in open operative
position, and a longitudinally adjustable slide
or plate carrying a knife or cutter pivoted
upon the projecting end of the slide and
adapted to be secured in open operative po-.
sition against the edge of the body or turned
or folded into closed position against said
edge of the body of the device, substantiall y
as and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.’

AUGUST G. CHALOUPKA. -

Witnesses:
‘WM. RANGER,
-GUY GREEN.
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