‘W. A. MILLER.
Book-Clamps.
No. 145,582, | , Patented Dec. 16, 1873,

Witnesses: | | Inventor:
S, A rreyoind N e,
Attorneys,

Al PHOTG-LITHOGRAPHIC Co.N.Y.(0580RNES PROCESS




UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM A. MILLER, OF PATERSON, NEW JERSEY.

IMPROVEMENT IN BOOK-CLAMPS.
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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, WiLtias ArLesx Mir-
LER, of Paterson, Passaic county, New Jersey,
have invented a new and useful Improvement
in Book-Clamps, of which the following is a
specification: :

Figure 1 is a longitudinal section of my im-
proved book-clamp empty and closed. Iig. 2
is a side view of the same arranged for use,
and Fig. 3 is a modification of the same.

The invention will first be fully described
and then pointed out-in the claim.

A and B are two strips of wood of suitable
length to receive the books. C is the strap
which is passed through transverse slots in
the ends of the strips A B, and is seeured by
a friction-clasp, D, or other convenient buckle.
The lower side of the lower strip A is grooved
longitudinally to receive the strap C, so that
it may slip when the weight is upon it,and so
that it may not be worn by setting down the
bundle. Eisametallic bar, standard, or lever,
which is made with a wide base, as shown in
Figs. 1 and 2, and with a transverse slot near
its upper end for the passage of the strap C.
The lever E is hinged to the strip B at one of
the side edges of its base by a metallic strap
or keeper, or by other convenient means., -

The lever E may be made in the form of a
frame, if desired.

Theupper end of the lever I above the trans-
. verse slot may be beveled, as shown in Fig. 1,
80 as, when turned down, to allow the strap C
to pass through as nearly as possible in a
straight line. For the same purpose, the op-
posite side of the lever below the transverse
slot may also be beveled.

The transverse slot in the end of the lever
E is made deeper than the thickness of the
strap C, so as to serve as a keeper for the free
end of the said strap O when the clamp is ap-
plied to a small bundle.

In using the clamp the books are placed be-
tween the strips A B, as shown in Fig. 2, with
the lever B lying down, as shown in Fig. 1.
The strap C is then buckled loosely, and the
lever It 1s raised into an erect position, as
shown in Fig. 2. This draws the strap C tight
and presses the strips A B snugly upon the
books, making a firm and secure bundle. The
upper part of the strap, being raised from the
strip B, forms a convenient handle for carry-
ing the bundle.

If desired, the strips A B may be omitted
and the lever E hinged, in the manner herein-
before described, to a plat2, as shown in Fig. 3.

The lever E may be cast solid, or it may be
made of wire bent into the proper form.

The base-plate, when used, may be made of
metal, wood, or other suitable material, and,
when made of metal, its lower surface should
be faced with cloth or other suitable substance
to prevent it from: injuring the books.

Having thus deseribed my invention, I claim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent—

A book-clamp, consisting of a base-plate, 13,
a fastening-strap, C, buckle D, and a hinged
tightening-lever, E, combined as described.

WILLIAM ALLEN MILLER.
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