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COMPOSITEJOBTICKETS TO SUPPORT 
PROOFING 

This invention relates to image reproduction Systems, 
and in particular, to systems for controlling the finishing 
parameters associated with a print job. 

BACKGROUND 

In conventional image reproduction Systems, a document 
author initiates the process of printing a document by first 
creating a PDL file. This file typically includes the document 
content encoded in a page description language ("PDL). 
The author then creates a print job by associating a job ticket 
with this PDL file. This job ticket includes several data fields 
identifying the print job and carrying information about how 
to finish the print job. For example, if the printed output is 
to be stapled, collated or printed on Special Stock, this 
information is typically found in corresponding fields on the 
job ticket. The print job, with the job ticket and its accom 
panying PDL file, is then transmitted to a control Stage 
associated with a printer. 
At the control stage, the author's print job is placed in a 

print queue, together with print jobs from other users of the 
printer. Once the author's print job moves to the top of the 
print queue, job management Software running on the con 
trol stage decomposes the PDL file associated with the 
author's print job. This decomposition process transforms 
the PDL file into a sequence of byte maps, each of which 
represents a page in the author's document. These byte maps 
are then sent to the printer to be printed and finished in a 
manner consistent with the instructions specified in the 
various fields on the job ticket. 

Because of the costs associated with printing large or 
complex jobs, it is common practice to prepare proof copies 
before committing to a production run. These proof copies 
are typically printed in limited numbers and on low-cost 
stock with certain finishing options disabled and other 
printing options remaining the same. Since the job ticket 
specifies the finishing options, it follows that the job ticket 
used for the production run is different from the job ticket 
used to print proofs. 
As noted above, the job ticket is associated with a PDL 

file to form a print job which is then transmitted to the 
control stage of the image reproduction system. Once the 
print job has reached the control stage, it is no longer 
practical to change the finishing parameters on the job ticket. 
Moreover, even if one could reprogram the job ticket at the 
printer to turn a production job into a proof job, it is 
unrealistic to expect the operator at the printer to perform 
Such an elaborate procedure. 

Even if the operator were to reprogram the job ticket as 
described above, the finishing parameters Supplied by the 
author would be lost. In order to later recover these original 
finishing parameters, the operator would have to carefully 
undo all changes made to the job ticket in the course of 
reprogramming it. This is an error prone procedure which, if 
performed incorrectly, can result in expensive errors. For 
example, an error in undoing all changes may result in an 
entire production run being printed on the wrong Stock. 

Because of the foregoing limitation in conventional image 
reproduction systems, the author prints proofs by preparing 
a proof job ticket, attaching it to the PDL file, and Sending 
the resulting print job to the control stage. Then, to make the 
production run, the author prepares a production job ticket, 
attaches it to the same PDL file, and then sends the resulting 
production job to the control stage. It is apparent, therefore, 
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2 
that the author routinely sends the same PDL file to the 
control stage twice, first with a proof job ticket and Second 
with a production job ticket. Because PDL files can be 
extremely large, the transmission of a PDL file to the control 
stage is a time-consuming operation. The retransmission of 
a PDL file to a control stage that already has the identical 
PDL file stored within it is thus an extremely wasteful use 
of computation resources. 

In most cases, the production job ticket differs from the 
proof job ticket in only a few data fields. For example, the 
field specifying the number of copies and the field Specify 
ing the type of stock are likely to differ but many other fields 
are likely to remain the same. As a result, the creation of two 
separate job tickets involves many instances of Specifying 
the same finishing parameter in both the proof job ticket and 
the production job ticket. Given the number of finishing 
options available in a modern image reproduction System, 
this task is burdensome and prone to error. 

There is thus a need in the art to provide a method and 
system for changing the finishing parameters on a job ticket 
after the print job has already been transmitted to the control 
stage of the image reproduction System. 

SUMMARY 

The method of the invention addresses the problem of 
quickly and easily Switching between different Sets of fin 
ishing instructions by associating, with a print job, a base job 
and a shadow job ticket. The base job ticket and the shadow 
job ticket are then used in the assembly of a composite job 
ticket. 

In a preferred embodiment, the base job ticket includes a 
base data field having finishing instructions, and a shadow 
job ticket having a corresponding shadow data field. If the 
corresponding shadow data field includes finishing 
instructions, those finishing instructions are used in a cor 
responding composite data field in the composite job ticket. 
The instructions in a shadow job ticket are therefore used to 
override, for the purposes of proofing, corresponding 
instructions in the base job ticket. 
The shadow job ticket can be in either an active state or 

an inactive state. If the shadow job ticket is in its inactive 
state, it is ignored in the assembly of a composite print job. 
Conversely, if the shadow job ticket is in its active State, the 
instructions found in the shadow job ticket are used to 
override corresponding instructions in the base job ticket. 
The shadow job ticket can be switched from its active state 
to its inactive state, and Vice versa, by an operator at an 
output stage of an image reproduction System. In this way, 
one can quickly and easily Switch between two sets of 
finishing instructions. 

In operation a base job ticket and a shadow job ticket are 
associated with each other at the input stage and transmitted, 
either together or separately, to a control stage of an image 
reproduction system. On the basis of this association, the 
control stage executes Software that generates a composite 
job ticket. If the shadow job ticket is in its active stage, this 
composite job ticket includes finishing instructions Selected 
from the base job ticket and the shadow job ticket. If the 
shadow job ticket is in its inactive stage, the composite job 
ticket includes instructions selected from only the base job 
ticket. 

In a typical application of the method of the invention, the 
base job ticket specifies finishing instructions for the pro 
duction run of a print job and the shadow job ticket includes 
those finishing instructions that are to be changed in order to 
form a set of instructions for printing proof copies of the 
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print job. Alternatively, the base job ticket can specify the 
finishing instructions for a proof run and the Shadow job 
ticket can Specify those finishing instructions that are to be 
changed to form finishing instructions for the production 
run. In either case, an operator at the control Stage of the 
image reproduction System can readily Switch between 
finishing instructions for a production run and finishing 
instructions for a proof run by Simply Switching the Shadow 
job ticket between its active State and its inactive State. This 
feature of the invention eliminates the need to retransmit the 
print job with a different job ticket in order to Switch 
between a proof run and a production run and does So 
without requiring the operator to reprogram a job ticket. 

The method of the invention also includes the use of 
multiple job tickets which can be switched from one state to 
another independently of each other. By Switching different 
combinations of Shadow job tickets to their respective active 
States, an operator can easily Switch between Several differ 
ent Sets of finishing parameters. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF FIGS 

These and other advantages and features of the invention 
will be made apparent in the following detailed description 
and in the accompanying figures in which: 

FIG. 1 shows a general image reproduction System for 
practice of the invention; 

FIG. 2 depicts the control stage of FIG. 1 installed in a 
System that includes one or more image input Stages and one 
image output Stage; 

FIG. 3 illustrates the manner in which a composite job 
ticket is assembled from a base job ticket and a shadow job 
ticket; 

FIG. 4 shows the control stage of FIG. 2 with print jobs 
in various Stages of processing, and 

FIG. 5 shows the Steps associated with printing a docu 
ment having both a shadow job ticket and a base job ticket. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

The present invention provides an efficient, cost effective 
manner of associating, correlating or matching revisions to 
a job ticket associated with a print job even after that print 
job has already been dispatched to an image reproduction 
System. The System of the present invention can be 
employed in a number of different types of image reproduc 
tion Systems, example S of which include 
electrophotographic, electrostatic, ionographic, and other 
types of image forming or reproduction Systems, that are 
adapted to capture and/or Store image data associated with a 
particular object, Such as a document. The System of the 
present invention is intended to be implemented in a variety 
of environments, Such as in any of the foregoing types of 
image reproduction Systems, and is not limited to the Spe 
cific image reproduction Systems described herein. 
One broad example of a general image forming or repro 

duction System Suitable for employing the System of the 
invention is illustrated in FIG. 1. The illustrated image 
reproduction System 10 includes an image input stage 12 
that is adapted to acquire, receive, or generate an image of 
a document. The image data associated with the acquisition 
of the document image is then transferred to a control Stage 
14. This control Stage 14 can include associated control 
circuitry, Software for managing image data, and Storage for 
Storing the image data. In the embodiment described herein, 
the control Stage 14 is implemented on a Server. The control 
Stage also includes an arrangement for controlling the trans 
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4 
fer of image data to an image output Stage 16. The illustrated 
image output Stage 16 can include any Suitable apparatus for 
reproducing the image on a Substrate, Such as a conventional 
printer or copier, both of which are known and well char 
acterized in the art. 
The image reproduction system 10 is not limited to the 

System or arrangement of System components shown in FIG. 
1. Rather, the image reproduction System 10 can use a Subset 
of the components illustrated in FIG. 1, such as only the 
image acquisition stage, the control stage (Such as in the 
form of a server), or the image output stage, or any number 
of different types of components or arrangement of compo 
nents. The image reproduction System 10 can also be any 
type of image reproduction System, examples of which 
include electrophotographic, electrostatic, ionographic, and 
other types of image forming or reproduction Systems that 
are adapted to acquire, receive, retrieve and/or Store image 
data associated with a particular object. 

Referring to FIG. 2, which shows an exemplary image 
reproduction System 10 in more detail, the control Stage 14 
includes a processor 18 that receives, from an image input 
Stage 12, a print job 20 to be queued for printing. 
The print job 20 is formed by the association of document 

content 20a, encoded in the form of a PDL file, with a base 
job ticket 20b that carries information relating to non 
content related parameters for processing the print job. 20. 
These parameters, which include finishing instructions Such 
as whether or not the printed document is to be Stapled, or 
what type of paper the printed document is to be printed on, 
are encoded in one or more base data fields 20c on the base 
job ticket 20b. The base job ticket 20b also includes a job 
name field 20d carrying information identifying the print job 
2O. 
The base job ticket 20b is accompanied by a shadow job 

ticket 20e having a job name field 20f for carrying infor 
mation identifying the print job. 20. However, because the 
shadow job ticket 20e identifies its associated print job, it 
need not accompany the base job ticket 20b or the print job 
20. Instead, the shadow job ticket 20e can be provided to the 
control Stage 14 Separately, at any time before the finishing 
instructions for the print job 20 identified by the shadow job 
ticket 20e are Sent to the image output stage 16. 

In addition to the job name field 20?, the shadow job ticket 
20e also includes one or more shadow data fields 20g that 
include Shadow job finishing instructions. These shadow 
data fields 20g correspond to the base data fields 20c of the 
base job ticket 20b. In some cases, a shadow data field 20g 
carries a finishing instruction that contradicts (e.g., is dif 
ferent from) or Supplements a finishing instruction from the 
corresponding base data field 20c. In other cases, a shadow 
data field 20g corresponding to a base data field 20c is 
empty, in which case there is no contradiction or Supple 
mentation of the base job finishing instruction found in the 
corresponding base data field 20c. 

In the context of this Specification, the term "asSociation' 
refers to a process by which one object identifies another. 
This process can be implemented in a variety of ways that 
will be apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art. In the 
preferred embodiment, when a base job ticket is associated 
with a particular PDL file, the base job ticket includes 
information identifying that PDL file. Similarly, in the 
preferred embodiment, when a Shadow job ticket is associ 
ated with a base job ticket, the Shadow job ticket includes 
information identifying the base job ticket with which it is 
asSociated. 

The shadow job ticket 20e also includes a flag 20h that 
indicates whether the shadow job ticket 20e is in an active 
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state or in an inactive state. This flag 20h can be switched 
from one state to another by either the author, before the 
shadow job ticket 20e is transmitted to the control stage 14, 
by an operator, after the shadow job ticket 20e has been 
transmitted to the control Stage 14, or by any other means 
obvious to those of ordinary skill in the art. 

In a typical installation, the control Stage 14 is in network 
communication with one or more image input Stages 12, 
12a–b, all of which can Send print jobs, as well as Shadow 
job tickets associated with previously sent print jobs, to the 
control Stage 14. However, the control Stage 14 can also be 
installed to communicate directly with a single user. 
Alternatively, the control Stage 14 can be adapted to perform 
the function of an image input Stage directly, in which case 
a document author interacts directly with the control Stage 
14 to create the print job 20 by associating the document 
content 20a with the base job ticket 20b. 
A Storage element 22 in communication with the proces 

Sor 18 stores the print job 20, together with one or more 
other print jobs 24, 26, 28, in a print queue 30. It is 
preferable that the Storage element 22 include a first memory 
element 32, Such as a random access memory (RAM). 
However, because print jobs can be extremely large, the 
Storage element 22 typically also includes a Second memory 
element 34 for mass Storage of print jobs that, because of 
their position in the print queue 30, are not to be printed for 
Some time. Those of ordinary skill will recognize that other 
Storage arrangements can be employed in addition to or 
instead of the arrangement illustrated in FIG. 2. The illus 
trated control Stage 14 can include a Storage element 22 
having any Suitable Storage media for Storing the image data 
to create a database of images. Examples of Such Storage 
media include RAM, ROM, and the like. Preferably, the 
Storage element 22 includes one or more magnetic Storage 
devices, Such as a hard disk. 
A job manager 36 in communication with the Storage 

element 22 controls the placement of individual print jobs 
24, 26, 28 in the print queue 30. Among the functions of the 
job manager 36 is to match any Shadow job tickets present 
in a ticket cache 38 with print jobs present in either the print 
queue 30 or elsewhere in the Storage element 22 and to 
provide the result of this matching process to a ticket 
manager 40. 

In response to information provided by the job manager 
36, the ticket manager 40 assembles a composite job ticket 
for each print job by combining the base job ticket for the 
print job and any associated Shadow job tickets. This com 
posite job ticket carries finishing instructions Selected from 
either the base job ticket or, if one exists, the Shadow job 
ticket. It is the finishing instructions on the composite job 
ticket, and not those on the original base job ticket, that are 
used in Subsequent processing of the print job. 

Those of ordinary skill will recognize that the phrase 
“composite job ticket' as used herein is intended to include 
either the construction of a discrete job ticket Separate from 
both the base job ticket and from the shadow job ticket, or 
the modification of the base job ticket based on the contents 
of the shadow job ticket. It is preferable, however, to 
construct a discrete composite job ticket rather than to 
modify the base job ticket since this avoids loss of infor 
mation carried by the base job ticket. 
AS illustrated in FIG. 3, an exemplary composite job 

ticket 42 assembled by the ticket manager 40 includes one 
or more composite data fields 44a-e, each of which corre 
sponds to a base data field 46a-e in a base job ticket 48. The 
composite job ticket 42 further includes a job name field 50 
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6 
that identifies the same print job as that identified by a job 
name field 52 in the base job ticket 48. 

In the absence of any Shadow job ticket, the content of 
each composite data field 44a-e is the same as the content 
of the corresponding base data field 46a-e. However, in 
Some cases, there may exist, as shown in FIG. 3, a shadow 
job ticket 54 that has a job name field 56 identifying the 
same print job as that identified by the job name field 52 of 
the base job ticket 48. Such a shadow ticket can be sent to 
the control Stage 14 concurrently with the base job ticket. 
Alternatively, a Shadow job ticket can be sent Separately and 
stored in the ticket cache 38 in the storage unit 22 until it is 
retrieved by the ticket manager 40. 

In either case, the shadow job ticket 54 includes shadow 
data fields 56a-e that correspond to the base data fields 
46a-e. These shadow data fields can either carry 
instructions, as indicated in the first and third Shadow data 
fields 56a, 56c, or they can be empty, as indicated by the 
Second, fourth and fifth shadow data fields 56b, 56d, 56e. 
A flag 58 indicates whether the shadow job ticket 54 is in 

an active State or in an inactive State. If the Shadow job ticket 
54 is in an inactive State, the ticket manager 40 ignores the 
existence of the Shadow job ticket. In the resulting compos 
ite job ticket, each composite data field carries an instruction 
that corresponds to an instruction in the base data field. 
However, if, as shown in FIG. 3, the flag 58 indicates that 
the shadow job ticket 54 is in an active state, the instruction 
carried by each composite data field 44a-e is either the 
instruction in the corresponding base field 46a-e, if the 
corresponding Shadow data field is empty, or the instruction 
carried by the shadow data field 56a–e otherwise. As shown 
in FIG. 3, the second, fourth and fifth shadow data fields 
56b, 56d, 56e are empty. Hence the finishing instructions in 
the second, fourth and fifth composite data fields 44b, 44d, 
44e are those that are in the second, fourth and fifth base data 
fields 46b, 46d, 46e. The finishing instructions in the first 
and third composite data fields 44a, 44c are those that are in 
the first and third shadow data fields 56a, 56c. 

Referring again to FIG. 2, the job manager 36 is also in 
communication with a raster image processor (“RIP") 60 
that generates a printer-readable representation of a print 
job's document content. The process carried out by the raster 
image processor 60, referred to as “decomposition,” trans 
forms the document content of a print job from a pre 
decomposition state, in which it is represented by a PDL file, 
to a post-decomposition Stage in which the document con 
tent is translated into a Sequence of byte-maps representative 
of page imageS. The resulting decomposed print job can then 
be transmitted to the image output Stage 16, which will 
hereafter be referred to as a "printer, upon instructions from 
the job manager 36. On the basis of the document content 
represented by the byte maps of the decomposed print job 
and the finishing instructions provided on the composite job 
ticket, the printer 16 produces a finished printed document 
46. 

The job manager 36, the ticket manager 40, and the raster 
image processor 60 are typically implemented as Software 
running on the control Stage 14 and having access to the 
print jobs and associated job tickets Stored in the Storage 
element 22. 

FIG. 4 shows the control stage 14 of FIG. 2 with print jobs 
in various Stages of processing. AS shown in the figure, four 
print jobs are Stored in the print queue 30 and awaiting 
further processing. The first print job 62 includes a base job 
ticket 62b and a shadow job ticket 62e. The second print job 
64 includes only a base job ticket 64b. However, a shadow 
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job ticket 64e identifying this second waiting print job 64 is 
stored in the ticket cache 38. This shadow job ticket 64e will 
be retrieved by the ticket manager 40 and used to assemble 
a composite job ticket for this second print job 64. The third 
print job 66 has a base job ticket 66b but no shadow job 
ticket. Hence, the composite job ticket for this third print job 
66 will carry finishing instructions identical to those in its 
base job ticket 66c. 

FIG. 4 also shows a detached shadow job ticket 68e that 
is being Sent to the control Stage 14 without being attached 
to any print job. This detached shadow job ticket 68e 
identifies a fourth print job 68 in the print queue 30. Upon 
arrival at the control Stage 14, the detached shadow job 
ticket 68e will be placed into the ticket cache 38 to await 
retrieval by the ticket manager 40 for use in assembling a 
composite job ticket for the fourth print job 68. 
A fifth print job 70 has been fetched from the print queue 

30 and is awaiting processing of its base job ticket 70b and 
its shadow job ticket 70e by the ticket manager 40 in the 
manner discussed in connection with FIG. 3. A sixth print 
job 72 has been processed by the ticket manager 40 and 
consequently has a composite job ticket 72i having instruc 
tions Selected from a base job ticket and one or more shadow 
job tickets. This sixth print job 72 is now awaiting decom 
position by the raster image processor 60. A Seventh print 
job 74 having a composite job ticket 74i has already been 
decomposed by the raster image processor 60 and is now in 
byte-map form awaiting transmission to the printer 16. 
Finally, a last print job 76 has been finished in accordance 
with instructions in its composite job ticket and is now in the 
output hopper of the printer 16 awaiting delivery to the 
CuStOmer. 

It will be appreciated by one of skill in the art that the 
order of certain StepS can be changed. In particular, the 
assembly of the composite job ticket by the ticket manager 
40 can occur before or after decomposition of a print job. 
Because of the significant amount of time required to 
decompose a print job, it is advantageous to assemble the 
composite job ticket concurrently with the decomposition of 
the print job. 

FIG. 5 shows the steps 78 encountered by a print job 
between its creation and its transmission to the printer. First, 
the author generates a PDL file (step 80) and attaches to it 
a base job ticket (step 82) and a shadow job ticket (step 84). 
However, as discussed above, the Shadow job ticket can be 
Sent to the control Stage following the Sending of the print 
job. 

The print job, which is defined by the combination of the 
PDL file and its base job ticket, is then sent to the control 
Stage (step 86). The control stage places the print job into a 
print queue (step 88) and waits until it reaches the head of 
the print queue (step 90). 

Once the print job reaches the head of the print queue, the 
job manager fetches the print job (step 92) and determines 
if there is a shadow job ticket associated with that print job 
(step 94). If there is no such shadow job ticket, the ticket 
manager assembles a composite job ticket that includes the 
instructions from the base job ticket of the print job (Step 
96). The PDL file associated with the print job is then 
decomposed by the raster image processor (Step 98). The 
decomposed PDL file, together with the instructions in the 
composite job ticket, is then sent to the printer (step 100). 

If the job manager determines that there exists a shadow 
job ticket associated with the print job, it then determines 
whether the shadow job ticket is in its active state or in its 
inactive state (step 102). If the shadow job ticket is in its 
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8 
inactive State, processing continues as if there were no 
Shadow job ticket. The ticket manager assembles a compos 
ite job ticket that includes the instructions from the base job 
ticket of the print job (step 96). The PDL file associated with 
the print job is then decomposed by the raster image 
processor (Step 98) and sent, together with the instructions 
in the composite job ticket, to the printer (step 100). 

If the job manager determines that the Shadow job ticket 
is in its active State, the ticket manager assembles a com 
posite job ticket by using the instructions provided on the 
Shadow job ticket to Supersede Selected instructions on the 
base job ticket (step 104). The PDL file associated with the 
print job is then decomposed by the raster image processor 
(step 98) and sent, together with the instructions in the 
composite job ticket, to the printer (step 100). 
The method of the invention also provides for the use of 

Several Shadow tickets associated with the same print job, in 
which case the operator can Select from one of Several 
combinations of finishing instructions by Switching Selected 
shadow job tickets to form different combinations of active 
and inactive Shadow job tickets. In general, with n shadow 
job tickets, the operator can Select from 2 Sets of finishing 
instructions. 

Having described the invention, and a preferred embodi 
ment thereof, what is claimed as new and Secured by Letters 
Patent is: 

1. In a document reproduction System, a method for 
Selecting a printing instruction to be used for printing a print 
job, Said method comprising the Steps of: 

providing a base job ticket identifying Said print job and 
having a base data field; 

providing a shadow job ticket identifying said print job 
and having a Shadow data field corresponding to Said 
base data field, and shadow data field having a first 
printing instruction encoded therein; 

determining whether Said Shadow job ticket is in an active 
State, and 

assembling a composite job ticket having a composite 
data field corresponding to Said base data field, Said 
composite data field having, encoded therein, a Second 
printing instruction to be used for printing Said print 
job, Said Second printing instruction being Selected to 
be said first printing instruction if Said Shadow job 
ticket is in its active State. 

2. The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of 
encoding a third printing instruction in Said base data field, 
and wherein Said Step of assembling Said composite job 
ticket further comprises the Steps of: 

determining whether Said Shadow job ticket is in an active 
State, and 

Selecting Said Second printing instruction to be said third 
printing instruction if Said Shadow job ticket is not in an 
active State. 

3. The method of claim 1 wherein said step of assembling 
Said composite job ticket comprises the Steps of: 

retrieving Said base job ticket and Said print job from a 
first Storage element, and 

retrieving Said Shadow job ticket from a Second Storage 
element. 

4. A computer-readable medium having encoded therein 
Software for generating a job ticket for use in connection 
with a print job, Said Software comprising instructions for 
executing the Steps of 

generating a base job ticket associated with Said print job; 
generating a Shadow job ticket associated with Said print 

job; and 
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assembling a composite job ticket from Said base job 
ticket and Said Shadow job ticket, Said composite job 
ticket being associated with Said print job for use in 
connection with Said print job, Said shadow job ticket 
being Switchable between an active and an inactive 
State. 

5. The computer-readable medium of claim 4 wherein 
Said instructions for executing the Step of generating a base 
job ticket comprise instructions for executing the Step of 
providing a base data field and Said instructions for execut 
ing the Step of generating a shadow job ticket comprise 
instructions for executing the Step of providing a shadow 
data field corresponding to Said base data field having a first 
printing instruction encoded thereon. 

6. The computer-readable medium of claim 5 wherein 
Said Software further comprises instructions for executing 
the Step of determining whether Said shadow job ticket is in 
an active State. 

7. The computer-readable medium of claim 6 wherein 
Said instructions for executing the Step of assembling Said 
composite job ticket comprise instructions for executing the 
Step of combining Said Shadow job ticket and Said base job 
ticket if Said shadow job ticket is in Said active State. 

8. The computer-readable medium of claim 7 wherein 
Said instructions for executing the Step of assembling a 
composite job ticket comprise instructions for executing the 
Step of providing, on Said composite job ticket, a composite 
data field corresponding to Said base data field. 

9. The computer-readable medium of claim 8 wherein 
Said instructions for executing the Step of assembling a 
composite job ticket further comprise instructions for 
executing the Step of encoding, in Said composite data field, 
a Second printing instruction to be used for printing Said 
print job, Said Second printing instruction being Selected to 
be said first printing instruction if Said Shadow job ticket is 
in its active State. 

10. The computer-readable medium of claim 5 wherein 
Said Software further comprises instructions for executing 
the Step of encoding a third printing instruction in Said base 
data field, and Said instructions for executing the Step of 
assembling Said composite job ticket further comprise 
instructions for executing the Steps of: 

determining whether Said Shadow job ticket is in an active 
State; and 

Selecting Said Second printing instruction to be said third 
printing instruction if Said Shadow job ticket is not in 
Said active State. 

11. The computer-readable medium of claim 4 wherein 
Said instructions for executing the Step of assembling Said 
composite job ticket comprise instructions for executing the 
Steps of: 

retrieving Said base job ticket and Said print job from a 
first Storage element; and 

retrieving Said Shadow job ticket from a Second Storage 
element. 

12. An input reproduction System for generating printed 
output from a print job, Said System comprising: 

an image input Stage for generating a print job having an 
asSociated base job ticket and an associated Shadow job 
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10 
ticket, Said Shadow job ticket being Switchable between 
an active State and an inactive State; 

a control Stage in communication with Said image input 
Stage for receiving Said print job from Said image input 
Stage and generating therefrom a transformed print job; 

a ticket management process, in communication with Said 
control Stage, for assembling a composite job ticket 
from Said base job ticket and Said Shadow job ticket, 
Said composite job ticket being associated with Said 
print job for use in connection with Said print job 
wherein Said ticket management process further com 
prises: 

a ticket inspection process for determining whether Said 
Shadow job ticket is in Said active State; 

a ticket composition process for combining Said shadow 
job ticket and said base job ticket if said shadow job 
ticket is in Said active State; and 

an image output Stage in communication with Said control 
Stage for receiving Said transformed print job and Said 
composite job ticket and generating printed output 
therefrom. 

13. The system of claim 12 wherein said base job ticket 
comprises a base data field and Said Shadow job ticket 
comprises a Shadow data field corresponding to Said base 
data field, Said Shadow data field having a first printing 
instruction encoded thereon. 

14. The system of claim 13 wherein said shadow job ticket 
is Switchable between an active State and an inactive State 
and Said ticket management process further includes a ticket 
inspection proceSS for determining whether Said shadow job 
ticket is in an active State. 

15. The system of claim 14 wherein said ticket manage 
ment process comprises a ticket composition process for 
providing, on Said composite job ticket, a composite data 
field corresponding to Said base data field. 

16. The system of claim 15 wherein said ticket compo 
Sition process comprises an instruction encoding proceSS for 
encoding, in Said composite data field, a Second printing 
instruction to be used for printing Said print job, and Said 
Second printing instruction being Selected to be Said first 
printing instruction if Said shadow job ticket is in its active 
State. 

17. The System of claim 16 wherein Said image input stage 
comprises an image encoding process for encoding a third 
printing instruction on Said base data field, and Said ticket 
management proceSS comprises: 

a ticket inspection process for determining whether Said 
Shadow job ticket is in an active State; and 

a ticket composition process for Selecting Said Second 
printing instruction to be said third printing instruction 
if Said shadow job ticket is not in Said active State. 

18. The system of claim 12 wherein said control stage 
further comprises a shadow job ticket cache for Storing a 
Shadow job ticket received Separately from Said base job 
ticket. 


