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(57)  Alaundering machine (2, 3) having an external
wall (8) provided with a slit (10); an internal seat (11)
communicating with the outside through the slit (10); and
an extractable laundry supporting accessory (12) mova-
ble between a stowed rest position within the seat (10)
and an extracted work position and having a platform

Laundering machine with an extractable laundry supporting accessory

(13), whichis designed to supportlaundry and is rotatable
between the stowed and extracted positions about an
axis (14) of rotation, which extends at right angles to the
platform (13), and is arranged in a vertical position when
the laundering machine (2; 3) is arranged, in use, in a
vertical working position.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a laundering
machine with an extractable laundry supporting acces-
sory.

[0002] To load or unload laundry in or out of a laun-
dering machine, such as a preferably front-loading wash-
ing machine or drier, the user normally employs a laundry
basket placed on the floor close to the machine loading/
unloading door; and, to do which, the user is forced to
bend down into awkward positions, possibly performing
movements that may result in injury.

[0003] To eliminate these drawbacks, some launder-
ing machines are equipped with an accessory in the form
of a drawer, which is housed inside a seat formed at a
predetermined height inside a pedestal, and is extracta-
ble from the seat to support the laundry in a raised posi-
tion facing the machine, and so enable the user to load
and unload the machine comfortably, with no potentially
harmful movements involved. Accessories of this type
are known, for example, from US2005178165 and
DE9013620; with particular reference to US2005178165,
the laundering machine disclosed therein comprises a
shelf provided in a pedestal or in a drawer and the shelf
can be moved or tilted relative to the pedestal or to the
drawer to an extracted horizontal position to support a
laundry basket.

[0004] Known accessories of the above type have sev-
eral drawbacks, on account of the laundry deposited in
the drawer in the extracted position making it relatively
difficult to operate the machine loading/unloading door.
[0005] Itis anobject of the presentinvention to provide
a laundering machine designed to eliminate the afore-
mentioned drawbacks.

[0006] According to the presentinvention, there is pro-
vided a laundering machine as claimed in Claim 1 and,
preferably, in any one of the Claims depending directly
or indirectly on Claim 1.

[0007] The invention will now be described by way of
example with reference to the accompanying drawings,
in which:

- Figure 1 shows a schematic view of a laundering unit
including a first embodiment of the laundering ma-
chine according to the present invention;

- Figures 2 and 3 show the Figure 1 unit in another
two distinct operating positions;

- Figure 4 shows a schematic plan view of the Figure
1-3 unit;

- Figure 5 shows a schematic side view of a particular
of Figures 1-4.

- Figure 6 shows a second embodiment of the laun-
dering machine according to the present invention.

[0008] In Figures 1 to 3 and 6, number 1 indicates a
laundering unit comprising two machines 2 and 3 located
side by side with two respective lateral walls 4 and 5
facing. More specifically, in the laundering unit 1 shown,
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machine 2 is a front-loading washing machine, and ma-
chine 3 is a front-loading drier.

[0009] Asshownin Figures 1 to 3, machine 2 compris-
es a cabinet 6 and a pedestal 7 integrated in the cabinet
2 and defining a lower part of the cabinet 6. The machine
2 has a front wall 8, provided with a laundry loading/un-
loading door 9, and a slit 10 located in the pedestal 7
beneath door 9 and communicating with aseat 11 formed
inside the pedestal 7 to partly house an extractable ac-
cessory 12 for supporting laundry (not shown) in the ex-
tracted position.

[0010] Inthe embodiment of Figure 6, number 2 indi-
cates a laundering machine comprising a cabinet 6 and
a pedestal 7, which is separated from the cabinet 6; and
cabinet 6 supported by, and fixed on pedestal 7. In this
case, laundering machine 2 has a front wall 8 which ex-
tends along the front of both the cabinet 6 and the ped-
estal 7.

[0011] In a variation not shown, accessory 12 is
housed inside a seat 11 formed in machine 3.

[0012] Accessory12is movable between a stowed po-
sition, shownin Figure 1, in which accessory 12 is housed
inside seat 11 in machine 2 and a fully extracted position,
shown in Figure 3, in which accessory 12 is positioned
in front of machine 3 to support laundry (not shown) when
loading and unloading machine 3. Accessory 12 may also
be set to an intermediate extracted position, shown in
Figure 2, in which accessory 12 is positioned in front of
front wall 8 of machine 2 to supportlaundry when loading/
unloading machine 2.

[0013] As shown in Figures 4 and 5, extractable ac-
cessory 12 comprises an at least 90° sector-shaped plat-
form 13 fitted to machine 2 to rotate, with respect to ma-
chine 2 and between the stowed and extracted positions,
about an axis 14 through the centre of the sector of plat-
form 13. Axis 14 is parallel to front wall 8 and lateral wall
4 of machine 2, is located close to front wall 8 and, pref-
erably, substantially at the intersection edge between
frontwall 8 and lateral wall 4, is crosswise to a top surface
15 and bottom surface 16 of platform 13, and is defined
by a pin 17 integral with platform 13.

[0014] Accessory 12 comprises a scale 18 which, in
the example shown, is housed inside platform 13 to weigh
the laundry on platform 13.

[0015] In use, when set to the stowed rest position,
accessory 12 is housed inside seat 11 in machine 2; and,
when pressure is applied by the user on front edge 19 of
platform 13, accessory 12 rotates at least 90° into the
intermediate extracted position, in front of front wall 8 of
machine 2, in which laundry for loading or unloading
through door 9 can be placed on platform 13. When laun-
dry is unloaded from machine 2 onto platform 13, the
user can rotate platform 13 further (to a total of about
180°) into the fully extracted position, in front of a front
wall 19 of machine 3, to load machine 3 through a loading/
unloading door 20 of machine 3 above platform 13.
[0016] The above only applies when the laundry on
platform 13 does not obstruct the movement of door 9
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and door 20. If the laundry on platform 13 obstructs the
movement of door 9 and door 20, the user, once the
laundry is placed on platform 13, may rotate accessory
12 about axis 14 into a position between the intermediate
and fully extracted positions to clear the obstruction and
open door 9 or door 20.

[0017] In a further embodiment, not shown in the fig-
ures, the pedestal 7 is provided with a drawer at its front
side.

[0018] Accessory 12 may also be used to advantage,
as described above, in the event (Figure 6) machine 2,
which, in this case, can be either a washing machine or
a drying machine, is on its own.

Claims

1. A laundering machine comprising an external wall
(8) provided with a slit (10);
aninternal seat (11) communicating with the outside
through the slit (10); and
an extractable laundry supporting accessory (12)
movable between a stowed rest position within the
seat (11) and an extracted work position;
the laundering machine (2; 3) being characterized
in that the extractable laundry supporting accessory
(12) comprises a platform (13) rotatable, about an
axis (14) of rotation extending at right angles to the
platform (13), between the stowed and extracted po-
sitions; the platform (13) being designed to support
laundry, and the axis (14) of rotation being a vertical
axis when the laundering machine (2; 3) is arranged,
in use, in a vertical working position.

2. A laundering machine as claimed in Claim 1, and
comprising a pedestal (7); the slit (10) and the seat
(11) being provided at the pedestal (7).

3. A laundering machine as claimed in Claim 2, and
comprising a cabinet (6); the pedestal (7) defining a
lower part of the cabinet (6); and said external wall
(8) being a front wall of the cabinet (6).

4. A laundering machine as claimed in Claim 2, and
comprising a cabinet (6); the pedestal (7) being a
self-standing pedestal (7); the cabinet (6) being po-
sitioned on the pedestal (7) and being supported
thereby; and said external wall (8) being a front wall
of both the cabinet (6) and the pedestal (7).

5. A laundering machine as claimed in Claim 3 or 4,
and comprising a further external wall (4); said axis
(14) being arranged substantially at an intersection
edge between said external wall (8) and said further
external wall (4).

6. A laundering machine as claimed in any one of
Claims 2 to 5, wherein the pedestal (7) comprises a
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

drawer mounted for movement through said external
wall (8); the slit (10) being provided above the draw-
er.

A laundering machine as claimed in one of the fore-
going Claims, wherein a laundry loading door (9) is
provided at said external wall (8); the slit (10) being
located beneath the door (9).

A laundering machine as claimed in one of the fore-
going Claims, wherein the axis (14) of rotation is de-
fined by a pin (17) fitted through said internal seat
(11).

Alaundering machine as claimed in Claim 8, wherein
the pin (17) is integral with the platform (13).

A laundering machine as claimed in one of the fore-
going Claims, wherein the platform (13) comprises
a scale (18) for the laundry.

A laundering machine as claimed in one of the fore-
going Claims, wherein the platform (13) is mounted
to rotate at least 90°, about the axis (14) of rotation,
between said stowed and extracted positions.

A laundering machine as claimed in one of the fore-
going Claims, wherein the platform (13) is mounted
to rotate at most 180°, about the axis (14) of rotation,
between said stowed and extracted positions.

A laundering machine as claimed in one of the fore-
going Claims, wherein the platform (13) isin the form
of asector; the axis (14) of rotation extending through
the centre of the sector.

Alaundering machine as claimedin Claim 13, where-
in the sector is at least 90°.

A pedestal (7) for supporting a laundering machine
(2, 3) and comprising an external wall (8) provided
with a slit (10);

an internal seat (11) communicating with the outside
through the slit (10); and

an extractable laundry supporting accessory (12)
movable between a stowed rest position within the
seat (11) and an extracted work position;

the pedestal (7) being characterized in that the ex-
tractable laundry supporting accessory (12) com-
prises a platform (13) rotatable, about an axis (14)
of rotation extending at right angles to the platform
(13), between the stowed and extracted positions;
the platform (13) being designed to support laundry,
and the axis (14) of rotation being a vertical axis when
the pedestal (7) is arranged, in use, in a working
position to support the laundering machine (2, 3).
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FIG. 6
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