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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Henry M. VETTER-
LEIN, a citizen of the United States of Amer-
ica, residing in New York, borough of Man-
hattan, county and State of New York, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Electric Animal-Exterminators,

‘of which the following is a specification.

This inventiom relates to an improved
electric exterminator for animals and ro-
dents, by which the same can be electrocuted
in an effective manner when the extermi-
nator is connected with a suitable source of
electrical energy -and in such a manner that
any smell or other indications of animals or
rodents having been killed by the extermi-

. nator can be readily removed and the device

20

30

35

45

50

55

restored to its original effective capacity.
The invention consists of an electric ani-
mal exterminator, the foundation-plate of
which is molded, pressed and vulcanized
into any required shape and made of suit-
able insulating material, and either made of

one or more sections into which are em-

bedded a system of parallel conductors, di-
vided into series or groups, of which the
conductors of each group are at a suitable
distance from each other -and the groups
again separated from each other, one series
or group of parallel conductors being con-
wmected with a positive pole of a source of
electrical energy and the other series or
groups of parallel conductors with the nega-
tive pole of the same, said exterminator be-
ing made of two or more sections which are
connected by hinges so that they can be
folded up for storage and shipment. The
groups of parallel conductors of one polar-
ity connected with each other by means
of leading in wires which are located in a
groove running along one side of the
foundation-plate, said groove being covered
by a plate or strip of insulating material.
The invention consists further of an elec-
tric animal exterminator arranged in two
or more sections which are hinged or other-
wise -connected at their adjacen. edges and
formed of a foundation-plate of insulating
material, two parallel groups of conductors
embedded in said plate, one group being
connected with the positive and the- other

group with the negative pole of a suitable

source of electrical energy, and ingoing and
outgoing wires #nd connections ior the
same, said wires being arranged in recesses

which are molded in the adjacent edges of
said hinged and electrically-connected sec-
tions. The underside of the foundation-
plate is preferably molded or pressed to
form supporting-ribs which run lengthwise
and cross-wise at suitable distances apart
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for adding strength to the plate while pre- -
serving its lightness and facilitating -the .

moving and handling of the same, as will
be fully described. hereinafter and finally
pointed out in the claims. -

represents a plan-view of my improved elec-
‘tric animal exterminator, Fig. 2 is a vertical
-transverse section on line 2, 2, Fig. 1, Fig.
3, a diagram showing the electrical con-
nections of the positive and negative con-
ductors, Fig. 4, a bottom view of Fig. 1 on
a small scale, and Fig. 5, an enlarged de-

tailed vertical section through two groups

of conductors. . .
Similar letters of reference indicate cor-
responding parts throughout the several
figures of the drawings. L
Referring to the drawings, @ represents
the foundation-plate of my improved elec-
tric animal exterminator. This plate is
preferably pressed into proper, shape from
a suitable insulating material and provided
with intersecting strengthening. ribs ' at
the underside; so as to combine.lightness

In the accopppanying drawings, Figure 1
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with strength. Into the foundation-plate a -

are embedded by means of hydraulic pres-

sure and at a suitable distance from each.

other, two sets of parallel conductors ¢, ¢*,
which are arranged in groups of alternating
polarity, each set being preferably formed
of a plurality of conductors which are lo-
cated at such distances from each other that
no short-circuiting between each other and
the sets or groups is possible, the .distance:
between the two adjacent groups being pref-
erably greater than the distance between
the individual conductors of- each - group.
One group .of parallel conductors ¢ is con-
nected with the positive pole of a source of
electrical energy while the intermediate
group of parallel conductors is connected
with the negative pole of the. source of
electricity, the two groups of positive and
negative conductors being connected by
means of electrical connections d, &*, wi'h
the outer ends of the groups of conductors.

For the purpose of enabling the extermi-
nator to be more conveniently handled, es-
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pecially those. of larger size, and also t¢
protect the faece of %he principal portion
with its embedded conductors against ac-
cidental injury, the insulating foundation-
plate ¢ is made preferably of two or more
sections which may be hinged together at
their adjacent edges by means of hinges A,
A*, or connected by suitable plug or other
electrical connectors when the principal por-
tion is to be of such a size too large to be
conveniently handled in two sections or
leaves. This facilitates the folding up or
disassembling of the exterminator and the
moving about or storing away of the same
whenever required. The adjacent edges of
the sections a, @, are provided with longitu-
dinal grooves ¢ molded into the adjacent
edges thereof in which the leading wires ¢!,
¢* for connecting the individual groups of
conduetors of alternating polarities with
each other are placed as shown in the wiring
diagram Fig 8. The grooves e are covered
by strips ¢? of insulating material. - The ends
of the grooves are connected with conductors
@2, d® of a suitable source of electricity so
that when the same is switched in one series
of .conductors will become -positive and the
other negative electrodes respectively.

A lure or bait is placed either on the top
of the exterminator or in suitable proximity
thereto so as to attract the animals or ro-
dents. When an animal walks over the
foundation-plate and touches with his feet
the conductors of opposite polarities, a cir-
cuit will instantly be completed through the
body of the animal and the same be electro-

" cuted.
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The exterminator can be made of vary-
ing sizes, according to the size of the locality
infested by animals. It is preferably opened
or assembled and placed in the proper posi-
tion -over night. After bait is supplied, the
current is switched on. In the morning any
dead animals are removed and the insulaft-
ing-plate carefully cleaned of any adhering
traces or smells of dead animals. The ex-
terminator can be conveniently handled and
folded up or disassembled for storage or
shipment. It can be used wherever a source

1,040,177

-of electrical energy having the required volt-

age for killing even the largest animals or
rodents is available. No trap-door or tanks
of any kind are necessary, and owing to
the.simple and substantial construction, the
exterminator can not get out of order when
properly handled. An exterminator of the
larger size can also be used for killing cats,
dogs or other animals in pounds in a more
convenient and more humane manner than
by drowning or by asphyxiating.

I claim: ‘

1. An electric animal exterminator, com-
prising two sections or leaves hinged to-
gether at their adjacent edges, each section

‘being composed of a molded foundation-
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plate of non-conducting material, groups of

parallel conductors embedded into said
plate, one of the alternating groups being
connected by leading wires with each other
and conductors for connecting the ingoing
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ends of the groups of conductors with the -

positive pole and the ingoing ends of the
alternating groups of conductors being con-
nected with the negative pole of a source of
electrical energy. '

2. An electric animal exterminator, com-
prising hinged sections, each composed of a
molded foundation-plate of non=conducting
material, a plurality of series or groups of
parallel = conductors embedded into said
plates at suitable distances from each other,
grooves in the adjacent edges of the sec-
tions, leading wires arranged in said grooves
and connecting the ends of the series or

groups of conductors of one polarity and the

ends of the alternating series or groups of
conductors of the other polarity, the ingoing
ends of the groups of conductors of opposite
polarities being connected with a source of
electrical energy.

" In testimony that I claim the foregoing
as my invention, I have signed mly name in
presence of two subscribing witnesses.

HENRY M. VETTERLEIN.

Witnesses:
Pavr Goeper,
JouN Murtacw.
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