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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
JOHN W. SHAW, OF HUMBOLDT, IOWA. 

PORTABLE DSPLAYCASE. 

No. 818,712. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented April 24, 1906. 
Application filed December 21, 1905, Serial No. 292,782. 

To avull, tv hon, it mazg/ concerne: 
Beit known that I, JoHNW. SHAW, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Hum 
boldt, in the county of Humboldt and State 
of Iowa, have invented a new and useful Port 
able Display-Case, of which the following is 
a specification. 

This invention relates to traveling bags, 
satchels, and the like, and has for its object 
to provide an improved device of this charac 
ter which is particularly arranged for carry 
ing samples and is constructed in such a man 
ner as to be conveniently unfolded for the 
purpose of displaying the samples in an ef 
fective manner without necessitating the re 
moval thereof from the case. 

In constructing the present case it is pro 
posed to have the same made up of sections 
which are successively connected so as to en 
able the convenient unfolding without sepa 
ration thereof, whereby the sections may be 
refolded into compact form to present the ap 
pearance of an Ordinary suit-case, whereby 
the invention is embodied in a form for con 
venience in carrying the same as well as for 
convenience in displaying the samples. 
With these and other objects in view the 

present invention consists in the combina 
tion and arrangement of parts, as will be 
hereinafter more fully described, shown in 
the accompanying drawings, and particularly 
pointed out in the appended claims, it being 
understood that changes in the form, propor 
tion, size, and minor details may be made 
within the scope of the claims without de 
parting from the Spirit or sacrificing any of 
the advantages of the invention. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 
view of one of the cases of the present inven 
tion open in position to display its contents. 
Fig. 2 is a cross-sectional view of the case 
closed, the manner of successively unfolding 
the sections of the case being illustrated by 
dotted lines. 

Like characters of reference designate cor 
responding parts in both figures of the draw 
ings. 
As hereinbefore indicated, the present case 

has the general appearance of what is com 
monly known as a 'suit-case' and includes a 
main case-section 1, which is closed through 
out its Outer side, top and bottom, and oppo 
site ends, while its inner side is open through 
the entire area thereof. The bottom of this 
main case-section is extended laterally, as at 
2, for a distance substantially equal to the 

width of the bottom and the main case-sec 
tion and has short upstanding outer and end 
walls 3 and 4. The corners of the main case 
section are provided with shields 5 of any 
material in the usual manner, and a suitable 
handle 6 is provided upon the top of the case. 
The space between the extended bottom of 

the main case-section and the top thereof is 
filled out by a supplemental section 7, which 
has a relatively narrow bottom S and a wider 
top 9, the ends 10 of the supplemental sec 
tion having the same width as the top 9, 
while the inner side of the section is open. 
The outer edge of the bottom of the section 7 
is swung upon the upper edge of the base ex 
tension 2 in any suitable manner-for in 
stance, by hinges, one of which has been in 
dicated at 11 in Fig. 2 of the drawings. The 
section 7 is proportioned so that its top 9 
comes into the same plane with the top of the 
main section 1 when the case is closed and is 
provided with a lock 12 for engagement with 
a keeper 13 upon the top of the section 1, so 
as to lock the case when closed. Supple 
mental latches (not shown) are intended to 
be provided upon the top of the section 7, so 
as to engage keepers 14, provided on the top 
of the main section 1. The lock and the 
latches may be of any conventional form, and 
it is not deemed necessary to illustrate any 
specific form of these devices. 
The inner open side of the section 7 is 

closed when the case is closed by means of a 
double tray, including a back 15, which is 
hinged, as at 16, to the inner edge of the top 
9 of the section 7, so as to fold into the sec 
tion when the latter is closed and to swing 
Out of the section when the case is open. A 
walled compartment 17 is carried by the in 
ner side of this back and extends from the 
free end of the back toward the hinged end 
and terminates short of said hinged end. The 
outer side of this compartment is provided 
with a closure 1S, which is hinged to the outer 
end of the compartment, as at 19. The com 
partment 17 is subdivided transversely by 
partitions 20 whenever desired. As best in 
dicated in Fig. 1, it will be noted that the 
compartment 17 terminates short of one end 
of the back 15, so as to accommodate an 
other compartment 21, which is somewhat 
narrower than the ?? 17. The 
cover or lid 19 serves for both compartments 
17 and 21, and One end is notched, as at 22, 
so as to cover the compartment 21 only and 
expose the space between the compartment 
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21 and the hinged edge of the back 15. Upon 
the Outer side of the back 15 there is a walled 
compartment 23, which terminates short of 
the free end of the back 15 and also short of 
the hinged edge thereof. This compartment 
has a fixed outer wall portion 24 extending 
for about one half of the width of the com 
partment, and the remaining half of the com 
partment is closed by a lid or cover 25, hinged 
to the wall 24, as at 26. 
With the case closed, as in Fig. 2, and its 

several compartments filled with samples, as 
shown in Fig. 1, the case-section 7 is swung 
outward, as indicated by dotted lines in Fig. 
2, after which the composite tray formed by 
the compartments 17 and 23 is swung out 
wardly until the section 7 and the tray rest 
against the table or other support upon which 
the case stands, whereby the open sides of 
the main case-section I, the supplemental 
section 10, and the compartment 17 will be 
unobstructed and a clear view may be had of 
the contents of these elements, whereby the 
samples may be effectually displayed with 
out removing any of them from the case. In 
folding the case the cover 19 is first swung 
over the compartment 17, and then the tray 
is swung inwardly upon its hinges 16 into the 
case-section 10, whereby the open sides of 
the case-section 10 and the compartment 17 
are mutually closed, after which the case-sec 
tion 7 is swung into the main section, which 
thereby folds the case into its closed condi 
tion. When closed, the composite tray bears 
against the samples in the case-section 1 and 
prevents looseness thereof, when the case is 
closed. 
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From the foregoing description it will be 
understood that the device of the present in 
vention has the appearance of an Ordinary 
suit — case when closed and may be conven 
iently unfolded or opened without discon 
necting any of its sections, so as to display the 
goods contained therein without necessitat 
ing the removal of the goods. Furthermore, 
the case-sections may be conveniently folded 
without requiring particular care to prevent 
displacement of the goods, for the reason 
that the successive folding of the sections 
promptly closes the same, and therefore pre 
vents displacement of the goods when the 
sections are being folded. 

Having thus described the invention, what 
is claimed is 

1. A display-case comprising a main sec 
tion which is open throughout one side and 
provided with a base extension at the open 
side and rigidly connected to the main sec 
tion, a supplemental section hinged to the 
base-section to fold thereagainst and close 
the case, a tray hinged to the top of the Sup 
plemental section and constituting a closure 

818,712 

for the open side thereof, and a hinged cover 
for the open side of the tray. 

2. A display-case comprising a main case 
section open throughout its inner side and 
provided with a base extension at the open 
side of the section and rigidly connected 
thereto, a supplemental case-section hinged 
to the base extension and con?tituting a clo 
sure for the open side of the main case-section, 
a tray including a back hinged to the top of 
the supplemental section and provided with a 
compartment upon each side thereof, and 
hinged closures for the two compartments, 
the tray capable of being folded upon the 
supplemental section to form a closure there 
for, and the supplemental section with the 
tray therein capable of being folded against 
the main case-section to close the latter. 

3. A display-case comprising a main case 
section which is open throughout its inner side 
and is provided with a base extension at the 
open side of the section, a Supplemental sec 
tion hinged to the base-section with its bot 
tom narrower than its top, a back member 
hinged to the free edge of the top of the Sup 
plemental section, a walled compartment 
carried by one side of the back and terminat 
ing short of the hinged edge thereof, said 
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compartment lying between the back and 
the supplemental section when the case is 
closed, a hinged cover for said compartment, 
another compartment carried by the other 
side of the back and terminating short of the 
hinged and free edges of the back, and a 
hinged cover for the latter compartment. 

4. A display-case comprising a base, an up 
right section rigidly carried by the base and 
open at its inner side, a handle upon the top of the upright section, a supplemental up 
right section hinged to the base to Swing out 
wardly from the main section and normally 
closing said main section, and locking means 
to detachably connect the supplemental sec 
tion with the main section in the closed con 
dition of the case. 

5. A display-case comprising a base, two 
upright sections carried thereby and open at 
their inner sides, one section being rigid upon 
the base and provided uppn its top with a 
handle, the other section being hinged to the 
base to fold outwardly therefrom, a tray 
hinged to the top of the foldable section and 
constituting a closure for the open side there 
of, and a hinged cover for the open side of the 
tray. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
the presence of two witnesses. 

JOHN. W. SHAW. 
Witnesses: 

A. G. LELAND, 
W. W. STERINS. 
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