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To bl whom it may concern: »

Be it known that I, Arruur B. GRIFrex, a
citizen of the United States, residing in Ve-
rona, in the county of Kssex and State of New
Jersey, have made a new and useful Invention
of a Trick-House, of which the following is ¢
specification.

The object of my invention is to provide a
means of amusement, recreation, and instrue-
tion.

To this end I malke use of the principle, upon
which the operation of my invention is based,
of the unconscious adaptation of the muscular
movements of the body to the physical condi-
tions.under which one believes one’s self to be
acting.

In carrying my invention into effect I con-
struct a house having outer walls which are
perpendicular or at right angles with the plane
of the horizon in the usual manner. Within
these outer walls is a room or rooms, the floors
of which are sloping—i. e., form an angle with
the plane of the horizon. . The ceilings of such
room or rooms are parallel with the floor.
The walls of the room or rooms are at right
angles to the floor, and the rooms are prefer-
ably provided with natural aceessories—such
as supporting-posts, window-frames, and such
other articles as may be desired—which are
algo at right angles with the floor. Entrance
to and exit from the room is effected by means
of a passage or passages within the outer walls
of the house and doors so arranged that no
yiew can be had from the inner room of ob-
jects exterior thereto nor of the interior of
the room from without. Tor this purpose
also the room is lighted by day by means of a
skylight placed in the celling instead of by
windows in the walls, so that there is no op-
portunity to compare the position of the room
with external objects. The result of this con-

. struction is that toa person entering the room

)

the floor appears to be level and the walls per-
pendicular, as in an ordinary room. Conse-

quently the movements of a person walking
in the room are based on the assumption of
this condition, with the amusing and puzzling
result that when a person attempts to walk
from one part of the room to another he

will invariably find himself without apparent
cause arriving at a different point from that
aimed at or compelled to exert a considerable
sidewise or turning cffort to enable him to
reach the desired point.

The invention will be best understood by ref-
erence to the accompanying drawings, which
show a house constructed in accordanae with
my invention.

Figure 1shows a vertical section on the line
111in Fig. 2, and Fig. 2 a horizontal section
on the line 2 2 in Fig. 1. In Fig. 3 the inner
room is shown in dotted lines within the outer
walls; and Fig. 4 is a perspective of the inner
room, showing the lifting of one corner.

The same letters of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in the different figures.

A A-A A are the outer walls of the house,
which are perpendicular to the plane of the
horizon, asin an ordinary house. - Within the
walls A A isaroom having walls BBB Band a
floor C, which, as shown, is inclined at an an-
gle to the plane of the horizon, such inclina-~
tion being, preferably, fromone corner of the
room to the diagonally opposite corner.
the drawings the corner ¢ is shown as being
the highest part of the floor C, which slopes
downwardly from all parts to the corner ¢,
which is the lowest part of the room. The
walls B B B B of the room are at right an-
gles or substantially right angles to the floor
C—that is, they occupy the same position in
relation to the floor C as do the walls of an
ordinary room to the floor thereof.

D is the ceiling of the inner room. E I are
posts or columns therein which extend from
the floor to the ceiling or to cross-beams F F.

(3 1s a skylight in the ceiling D, by means
of which the room is lighted.

Between the outer walls A A and the walls
B B of the inner room are false walls H H’,
which form passages I 1I' between the inner
and outer walls and conceal the inclination of
the inner walls B B.

@ ¢ are entrance and exit doors in the outer
walls A A, and 6.0 are entrance and exitdoors
between the inner room and the passages I 1.
The floor of the passage 1, leading to the door
i at the lower corner ¢ of the inner room, is
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parallel with the plane of the horizon or at
right angles with the outer walls A A, since
the entrance-corner ¢ is on a level with the
door «. Preferably the door 5 is surrounded
with a screen S, so that the interior of the
room is invisible from the passage I. The
floor of the passage I’ may, as indicated in
Fig. 2,be made toslope gradually upward from
the level of the door ¢’ to thé level of the door
¥ and also to gradually assume the inclina-
tion of the floor C, so that a person will pass
through the door &’ to orfrom the inner room
without any sudden change of level or incli-
nation. By making the passage 1’ of consid-
erable length the change of level and inclina-

passing between the outer and inner doors will
not be conscious of the change, except through
the effect produced. Either the door ¢ or the
door ¢ may be used as the entrance, though
1 prefer the door « for this purpose, as 1 be-
lieve the best effects are produced by enter-
ing the inner room at its highest part.

The floor C of the inner room may be given
any desired inclination, the greater the incli-
nation the greater being the effect produced.
The inclination should not, however, be so
great as to cause a person or object to slide
or fall from one part of the room to another.

The posts E E are at right angles or sub-
stantially right anglesto the floor C, the ceil-
ing D and cross-beams F are parallel to the
floor, and any accessories that may be placed
in the room are made to assume the same po-
sitions in relation to the floor, walls, and ceil-
ing that they would in an ordinary room.

There are no windows in the walls B B of
the inner room through which objects exte-
rior to the building can be seen and their po-
sition compared with that of the room and its
contents, the daylight being admitted only
through the skylight G. Preferably the pas-
sages I I’ receive light only through the doors
a @', so that-the passages outside the doors { '
are in partial darkness.

The result of this construction is that to a
person entering the inner room, having no op-
portunity to compare its position with other
buildings or objects in the landscape, the floor
C of the room appears to be level, as in an or-
dinary room. Hence one attemps to walk in
the room as upon a level surface, ivhile at the
same time the force of gravity tends to draw
one from the higher to the lower part of the
room, and the consequent lack of cotrdination
between the muscular action and the mental i
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processes gives rise to extremely amusing and
puzzling effects.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. A house comprising outer walls perpen-
dicular to the plane of the horizon, a room
within said house having a floor inclined to
the plane of the horizon, and walls at right
angles to said floor; walls between said outer
walls and the walls of said room, whereby the
inclination of the walls of said room is con-
cealed, and passages are provided between the
outer walls of the house and the walls of the
room, and entrance and exit openings, sub-
stantially as set forth.

9. A house comprising outer walls perpen-
dicular to the plane of the horizon, a room
within caid walls having a floor inclined to the
plane of the horizon, and walls perpendicular
to said floor, passages between said outer walls
and said room, so arranged that the inclina-
tion of said room is not observable from said
passages, and means of entrance to and exit
from said room, substantially as and for the
purposes set forth.

3. A house comprising outer walls perpen-
dicular to the plane of the horizon, and a room
within said walls having a floor inclined to the
plane of the horizon, and walls perpendicular
to said floor, and so arranged that objects ex-
terior to the room are not visible from within
the room, and that the interior of the room is
not observable from any point exterior there-
to, substantially as and for the purposes set
forth. ‘

4. The combination with a house of & room
having a floor inclined to the plane of the hori-
zon, and walls perpendicular to the floor,
means of entrance to and exit from said room,
and means for preventing the observation of
the interior of said room from the exterior
thereot, and the observation of objects exte-
riorto the room from theinterior thereot, sub-
stantially as and for the purposes set forth.

5. A trick-house comprising perpendicular
outer walls, and a room within said walls hav-
ing a floor inclined at an angle to the plane of
the horizon, and walls at right angles to said
floor.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto sub-
scribed my name this 19th day-of July, A. D.

1904,
ARTHUR B. GRIFFEN.
Witnesses:
Crarxsony A. CoLuins,
Javes A. Lyxom.
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