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To all, whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, MAX.I.ESSER, of Dun 

cansby, in the county of Issaquena and State 
of Mississippi, have invented a new and Im 
proved Invalid's Table, of which the following 
is a full, clear, and exact description. 
The object of the invention is to provide a 

new and improved invalid's table, which is 
Comparatively simple and durable in con 
struction, and arranged for convenient attach 
ment to a bed, to permit an invalid or sick 
person to make use of the table when eating, 
drinking, reading, &c., without the assistance 
of a nurse or other person. 
The invention consists in certain parts and 

details, and combinations of the same, as will 
be hereinafter fully described and then point 
ed out in the claims. 

Reference is to be had to the accompanying 
drawings, forming part of this specification, 
in which similar letters of reference indicate 
corresponding parts in all the views. . 

Figure 1 is a plan view of the improvement. 
Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the same. Fig. 3 
is an inverted plan view of the same. Fig. 4 
is a transverse section of the same on the line 
4 4 of Fig. 1. Fig. 5 is a plan view of the 
table-support proper, and Fig. 6 is a perspec 
tive view of the leg for supporting the table 
When not in use on the bed. 
The improved invalid's table is provided 

with a plate A, having hooks A' adapted to 
engage the side B of a bedstead, so as to form 
a support for a table, as hereinafter more fully 
described. The plate A is adapted to be fas 
tened in position on the bedstead by a set 
screw A, as plainly indicated in Figs. 2 and 
4. On the plate A are secured the vertically 
disposed guide rods or posts A, A and A, on 
which is fitted to slide a bracket C, formed 
with lugs C extending at right angles to the 
main portion of the bracket, and forming a 
rest for the table D, adapted to extend from 
the side B of the bedstead, inward over the 
bed, so as to be in front of the patient or sick 
person resting in the bed. 
The table D is preferably made in sections 

D' and D, connected with each other by a 
hinge D, arranged on the under side of the 
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said sections so as to permit of folding the 
section D downward into a vertical position, 
at the time the table D is swung around to 
the outside of the bed to be disengaged from 
the lugs C of the bracket C. The guide rods 
A*, A and A extend through the table section 
D', and the lugs C extend from the table sec 
tion D" under the other table section D', so as 
to hold the two sections in a horizontal posi 
tion. See Fig. 4. 

In order to raise or lower the table D, I 
provide the center guide rod A with screw 
threads on which screws a nut E adapted to 
engage the under side of the bracket C, at or 
near its middle, so that when the operator 
turns the said nut E, to move it in an upward 
direction, then the table D is raised, and by 
turning the nut in a downward direction the 
table D is lowered so as to suit the invalid's 
convenience, as the case may require. 
In order to steady the table, I provide the 

upper threaded end of the center guide rod 
A with a spring A', guided at its ends on the 
upper ends of the rods A and A', the said 
spring being engaged at the top by a nut A" 
screwing on the guide rod A, to give more or 
less tension to the said spring, to hold the 
table in the proper position. 

It is understood that the free ends of the 
spring A rest on top of the table section D. 
On the sides of the table section D are ar 
ranged the extensions D and D', connected 
by hinges D with the section D’ and by a 
suitable lock bolt D fitted to slide on the sec 
tion D, and engaging a staple on the top of 
the corresponding extension D° or D. The 
front edge of the table section D is provided 
with a suitable rail D to prevent articles 
placed on the table from sliding down upon 
the bed. On the top of the extensions Dand 
Dare held suitable catches F, for supporting 
handkerchiefs, towels, also cigars, pipes, 
matches, or anything else placed within the 
Catches. 
From the ends of the table section D* ex 

tend the table extensions G and G', adapted 
to be raised and lowered, and provided at 
their top surface with rests H, adapted to form 
a support for a book or other article. Each 
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extension G or G' is fitted to slide vertically 
on pins I, secured to the under side of the ta 
ble section D, and engaging a plate J at 
tached to the respective extension G or G'. 
Each plate J also engages a screw rod K, held 
on the table section D* and engaged by a nut 
Kabutting against the under side of the plate 
IK, so that when the operator screws the nut 
IK downward on the screw rod K, then the 
extension G or G' will slide downward on the 
rods I, and screw rod K, to follow the nut K', 
until the desired position is reached for the 
convenience of the patient. 
In order to use the table extension G or G' 

for reading or for other purposes, it is neces 
sary that the table D be given a quarter turn 
to bring the respective extension G or G' in 
front of the patient. This is done by first 
screwing up the nut A on the guide rod A 
and then lifting the table until the section D’ 
clears the upper ends of the guide rods A 
and A', after which the table is free to turn 
on the guide rod A as a fulcrum, until a quar 
ter turn is made so as to bring the correspond 
ing extension G or G' in front of the patient. 
When it is desired to fold the table section 

D, then a further turning is given to the ta 
ble until a half revolution is made, so that the 
section D' completely clears the lugs C of the 
bracket C, to permit of swinging the section 
D° downward into a vertical position, owing 
to the hinge D. The extensions D and D 
can also be swung downward into a vertical 
position at any time by the operator unlock 
ing the bolts D. 

In order to make use of the table at a time 
when the same is not applied to a bed, I pro 
vide a leg L, see Fig 6, formed at its lower end 
with sub-legs L', and at its upper end with 
pins Ladapted to engage corresponding ap 
ertures or recesses A' arranged in the under 
side of the table section D, as plainly indi 
cated in Fig. 3. 
A table of the construction described will 

permit an invalid to conveniently reach any 
food placed on the table, without the assist 
ance of a nurse or other person, and he is also 
enabled to reach other articles supported on 
the table, such as books, papers, &c. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent 

1. The combination with a support having 
parallel vertical rods projecting therefrom, 
one of the rods being the longer, a vertically 
adjustable bracket sliding on the rods a table 
mounted on the bracket, and an adjusting 
mechanism for raising and lowering the 
bracket and table, said bracket and table be 
ing adapted to be raised on the longer rod 
until disengaged from the shorter and then 
turned horizontally upon said longer rod, sub 
stantially as and for the purpose set forth. 

2. The combination with the support and 
its attaching devices, parallel vertical rods ex 
tending from the support, the middle rod be 
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ing longer than the others, a bracket sliding 
vertically on said rods, and arms projecting 
from one side of the bracket, of the sectional 
table top having a section secured directly to 
the bracket, an adjusting mechanism, an ex 
tension hinged to said section to swing up into 
the plane thereof, and be supported on the 
bracket arms, the said bracket and table be 
ing adapted to be raised on the long rod above 
the shorter rods and then turned to permit 
the hinged leaf to swing down, substantially 
as described. 

3. An invalid's table, comprising a support 
adapted to be hung on the side of a bedstead 
and provided with guide rods or posts, a 
bracket held to slide on the said guide rods 
and adapted to Support the table proper, and 
a spring held on one of the said guide rods 
and engaging with its free ends the other 
guide rods, at the same time pressing upon 
the top of the table, substantially as shown 
and described. 

4. An invalid's table, comprising a support 
adapted to be hung on the side of a bedstead 
and provided with guide rods or posts, a 
bracket held to slide on the said guide rods 
and adapted to support the table proper, a 
Spring held on one of the said guide rods and 
engaging with its free ends the other guide 
rods, at the same time pressing upon the top 
of the table, and a nut screwing on the guide 
rod carrying the Spring, to adjust the tension 
of the latter, substantially as shown and de 
scribed. 

5. The combination with the table top pro 
vided with a depending screw on its lower 
side, of a vertically adjustable section pro 
vided on its under side with a horizontal 
plate having an aperture through which the 
screw extends, a nut on the screw engaging 
the lower face of the plate to raise and lower 
it, and vertical guide pins parallel with the 
screw and passing through apertures in the 
said plate, substantially as described. 

6. The combination with the support and 
the vertically adjustable bracket mounted 
thereon and having a table provided with 
hinged section having a depending screw on 
its lower face at one end, of vertically adjust 
able extension having a horizontal plate on its 
lower face provided with an aperture through 
which the screw freely passes, a nut on the 
screw engaging the lower face of the plate and 
guide pins parallel with the screw and pass 
ing through apertures in said plate at oppo 
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site sides of the screw, substantially as set 
forth. 

7. An adjustable table comprising a sup 
port provided with a series of vertical rods 
one of which projects above the others and 
is threaded, a bracket sliding vertically on 
said rods, arms projecting from one side of 
the bracket, a table top, one section of which 
is secured to the bracket to move there with, 
a nut on the rod and upon which said section 
rests, a second section hinged to said section 
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to rest on the bracket arms when the bracket extensions being provided on their upper 
is in one position and adapted to swing down sides with suitable holders and supports re 
when the bracket is raised and turned as de- spectively, substantially as described. 
Scribed, extensions hinged to the ends of the MAX LESSER. 

5 first named section of the table top and ver- Witnesses: 
tically adjustable extensions at the ends of W. F. WESCOTT, 
the second or hinged section of said top, said A. DREYFUS. 

  


