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UNITED STATES

PaTenT OFFICE.

JOHN BUCHANAN, OF WATERBURY, CONNECTICUT, ASSIGNOR TO THE
WATERBURY BUCKLE COMPAXNY, OF SAME PLACE. :

"GARMENT-CLASP.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 288,005, dated November 6, 1883,
’ Application filed September 19, 1823, (N‘o model.}

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoEN BUCHANAN, of
‘Waterbury, in the county of New Haven and
State of Connecticut, have invented new Im-
provementsin Garment-Clasps; and I dohere-

by declare the following, when taken in con-

nection with accompanying drawings and the
letters of reference marked thereon to be a
fall, clear, and exact description of the same,
and which said drawings constitute part of this
specification, and represent, in— -

Figure 1, a perspective view; Iig. 2, a ver-
tical central section; Fig. 3, one mode of at-
tachment; Fig. 4, a modification.

This invention relates to an improvement
in that class of clasps attached to the end of
a strap and constructed to engage the stocking

‘as a substitute for garters, and commonly called
- “‘stoeking-supporters.”’

In the class of clasps to which this inven-
tion particularly relates the clasp is composed
of two jaws, one constructed with a loop at
one end for attachment to the strap, the sec-
ond jaw hinged to the first, extending above
the pintle, so as to form 2 handle by which
the spring between the jaws may be com-
pressed and the jaws opened. This second
jaw, extending above the pintle, exposes the
end of the jaw, which interfereswith the other
garments of the wearer, and is thereby liable

" to disengagemeut. ‘Variousdevices have been
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made to avoid this catching with the second
or hinged jaw—as, for illustration, an exten-
sion has been made from the loop downward
and engaged with the upper end of the sec-
ond jaw, 80 as to eover or protect the open-
ing between the two jaws; but this construe-
tion, which to some extent accomplishes the
objeet, makesan additional spring to compress
in opening the jaws. ‘

The object of my invention is to overcome
these difficulties; and it consists in a pair of
jaws pivored together, one end constructed
to grasp the garment, the other end extend-
ing above the pivot, to form handles” for
opening, with a spring between the two serv-

. ing to close the jaws, combined with a pair
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of loops, one or both hinged to the upper end
of the respective jaws, and constructed so
that the two may be brought together to form,
sabstantially, a single loop, through which

" the strap or attachment may be introduced,

and as more fully hereinafter described.
- A represents one jaw, and B the other jaw,

made substantially alike, their lower ends
turned the one toward the other in the usual
manner for this class of clasps, the two piv-
oted together by a pintle, a, and between
the two a spring, b, is arranged, serving to
force the lower ends of the jaws together, also
in the usual manner; but, instead of extend-
ing one of the jaws above the other, so as to
form a loop for attachment, I preferably ex-
tend both jaws alike above the pivot, and ab
the npper end of each jaw I hinge a loop, C.
These -loops are alike, and have an opening,
d, through- which the strap may be intro-
duced. This completes the construction of
the article. In applying it the upper end of
the two loops ¢ C are brought together, as
seen in broken lines, Fig. 2, the end of the
strap passed through the opening in the two
loops, and secured in the usual manner for
attaching this class of clasps. These loops
practically close the opening in the upper
part of the clasp, and prevent interference
with the garments of the wearer. They allow
perfect freedom of the jaws, do not interfere
with the opening or closing, and the two
loops, being each hinged to its own jaw and
engaged in the strap, work as freely in the
attachment as if there were but a single loop.
Instead of hinging both loops to the respect-
ive jaws, one may be made permanent and
as a part of the jaw in the usual manner,
and fhe other hinged, as before deseribed,
and as seen in Fig. 4. This construction also
permits a metallic fastening device to be ap-
plied, as seen in Fig. 3, this device consist-
ing simply of a strip of metal, D, passed
through the openingin the twoloops, asshown,
and provided with spurs to enter theé strap,
the end of which is introduced between the
two parts of the fastening, and then, the two
parts elosing upon the strap the attachment is
complete.

I claim— : :

The combination of the two jaws A B, hinged
together, a spring to force the grasping ends
of the jaws together, and the two loops C C, one
hinged to one of said jaws aboveits pivot, the
other hinged to or made a part of the other
j and each loop constructed with an open-

jaw,
ing, d, substantially as described.
: : JOHN BUCHANAN.
Witnesses:
GEo. E. TERRY,
E. A. SMITH.




