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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, PETER PAUL, a sub 

ject of the King of Hungary, residing at 
Boulder, in the county of Boulder and State 
of Colorado, have invented certain new and 
useful Improv inents in Folding Crates, of 
which the following is a specification, refer 
ence being had therein to the accompanying 
drawing. 
This invention relates to folding crates, 

and the primary object of my invention is 
to provide a crate that can be easily and 
quickly collapsed to occupy a comparatively 
small space when not in use or when in 
storage. 
Another object of this invention is to pro 

vide a simple and inexpensive collapsible 
crate that can be advantageously used for 
shipping various kinds of merchandise, par 
ticularly where the shipper requires that the 
crate be returned. 
A further object of this invention is to 

provide a strong and durable crate consist 
ing of comparatively few parts that are easy 
to assemble and highly efficient for the pur 
poses for which they are intended. 
With the above and other objects in view 

the invention resides in the novel construc 
tion, combination and arrangement of parts 
to be hereinafter specifically described and 
then claimed. 

Reference will now be had to the drawing, 
wherein:- 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the fold 
ing crate, showing the same in a set up posi 
tion, and Fig. 2 is a front elevation of the 
crate in a collapsed position 
A crate in accordance with this invention 

comprises a top rectangular frame 1 and a 
bottom rectangular frame 2, said frames 
having the corners thereof braced and rein 
forced by angle straps 3. 
The bottom frame 2 is provided with a 

bottom plate 2 and attached to the inner 
sides of the frames 1 and 2 by tacks 4 or 
other fastening means are flexible side walls 
5, preferably made of strong, durable and 
impervious fabric, as canvas. 

Hinged to the top frame 1, as at 6 is a 
top plate or lid having the front edge 
thereof provided with a hasp 8 adapted to 
engage a staple 9, carried by the frame 1, 
whereby the lid can be locked in a closed 

position by a seal or conventional form of 
lock (not shown). Pivotally connected to the angle straps 3, 
as at 10 are hinged members 11, said mem. bers being hinged together, as at 12. The 
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hinges are provided with coiled springs 13, 
Said springs having the ends thereof con 
nected to the members 11 to maintain said 
members in alinement, as shown in Fig. 1. 
These springs provide a stiff hinge and as 
sist in opening the members 11 when the 
crate is to be set up. 

Pivotally connected to the frames 1 and 2, 
as at 14 are angularly disposed braces 15 
having slotted ends 16 for engaging pins 17, 
carried by some of the members 11. 
The ends of the top frame 1 are provided 

with pivoted hooks 18 for engaging in 
staples 19, carried by the ends of the frame 
2, said hooks being employed for holding 
the crate in a collapsed position, as shown. 
in Fig. 2. 

It is thought that the manner of setting 
up and collapsing the crate, as well as its 
utility will be apparent without further 
description, and while in the drawing there 
is illustrated a preferred embodiment of the 
invention it is to be understood that the 
structural elements are susceptible to such 
variations and modifications as fall within 
the scope of the appended claim. 
What claim is:- 
A folding crate comprising top and bot 

tom rectangular frames, a lid hingedly 
mounted on said top frame, a bottom plate 
secured to said bottom frame, flexible walls 
secured to the inner edges of said top and 
bottom frames, angle straps bracing the 
said frames, hinged members piyotally con 
nected to said straps and having springs 
thereto for maintaining stiff connections, pivoted angularly disposed braces carried by 
the top and bottom frames and being adapt 
ed for connection to certain of said members 
and hooks and staples mounted in the ends 
of the top and bottom frames for maintain 
ing the said crate in collapsed condition. 

In testimony whereof affix my signature 
in the presence of two witnesses, 

. PETER PAUL. 
Witnesses: 

FAN NIE. F. ANDERSON, 
A. W. ANDERSON 
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