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(57) Abstract

The present invention provides a server station, and method of operation of such a server station, for managing an item of equipment
of a telecommunications system, the server station being responsive to control messages from a client application to perform operations
in order to manage the item of equipment, and a plurality of client applications being able to send control messages to the server station
via a management communications network. In accordance with the invention, the server station comprises means for accessing a storage
arranged to store address information for said plurality of client applications, an interface for receiving a message from a first of said
plurality of client applications, and for determining whether the message is a control message for the server or a message destined for a
second of said plurality of client applications, and a router, responsive to the interface determining that the message is destined for said
second client application, to use the address information for the second client application to re-route the message via said management
communications network to said second client application. By this approach, the actual management communications network used by the
client applications to manage items of equipment via one or more server stations is also used for the transmission of messages between
users of the client applications, the server station being used as a router for these messages.
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