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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that we, ALBERT R. WELLs 

and FRANK N.Welis, citizens of the United 
States, residing, respectively, at Southing 
ton and New Britain, in the county of Hart 
ford and State of Cofinecticut, have in 
vented a new and useful Improvement in 
Floor or Ceiling Plates; and we do hereby 
declare the following, when taken in con 
nection with the accompanying drawings 
and the characters of reference marked there 
on, to be a full, clear, and exact description 
of the same, and which said drawings con 
stitute part of this application, and repre 
sent, in Figure 1 a face view of a floor or ceiling 
plate constructed in accordance with our in 
vention. Fig. 2 an edge view of the same. 
Fig. 3 an inside view of the plate in the 
closed position. Fig. 4 a similar view in the 
open position. Fig. 5 a sectional view on 
the line a-l of IFig. 3. Fig. 6 a sectional 
view on the line 0-d of Fig. 3. 

This invention relates to an improvement 
in floor and ceiling plates, and particularly 
to plates in which the two sections are 
hinged together. - 
The object of this invention is to provide 

a convenient form of hinge whereby the two 
members may be firmly connected together; 
and the invention consists in the construc 
tion hereinafter described and particularly 
recitcd in the clains. 
The plates each comprise two members 2, 

3, struck up from sheet metal with the usual inwardly projecting flanges 4, 5, forming 
seats for the usual springs 6 and 7. The 
member 2 is formed with an inwardly ex 
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tending ear 8, and at the opposite side with 
an integral inwardly extending catch 9. 
The other member 3 is formed with an arm 
10 extending inward from the outer edge 
at one side, and from this arm a finger 11 
extends outwardly beneath the ear 8 with 
which it is pivotally connected. The con 
nection may be in any desired manner; but 

preferably and as shown, the ear is formed 
with a perforation 12, and the finger 11 with 
an eyelet-like projection 13 which is passed 
through the perforation 12 and expanded 
within the perforation so as to couple the 
members together. The member 3 is formed 
at the opposite side with an inwardly pro 
jecting latch 14 adapted to engage with the 
catch 9. The edge 15 of the plate 2 is 
rounded from the ear 8, while the member 
3 has a corresponding projection 16 which, 
when the parts are locked together, com 
pletes the round plate. This rounding of 
one member and projection on the other 
gives clearance so that the parts may turn 
on their pivotal connection. 
We claim :- 
1. A floor or ceiling plate comprising two 

members one formed with an inwardly pro 
jecting ear, the second member formed with 
an inwardly projecting arm, and a finger 
projecting outwardly from the Said arri 
said finger pivotally connected with said 
ear, and means for locking the two members 
together. . 2. A floor or ceiling plate comprising two 
members one formed with an ear turned in 
ward from the outer edge of the plate the 
portion of the plate adjacent to the ear be 
ing rounded, and the second menber formed with an inwardly projecting arm and a 
finger extending therefron, said finger piv; 
otally connected with said ear, said second 
member being formed with a rounded pro jection fitting the cut away portion of the 
first member, and means for locking the 
menbers together. In testimony whereof, we have signed 
this specification in the presence of two sub 
scribing witnesses. 

ALBERT R. WELLS. 
IFRANK M. WELLS. 

Witnesses: 
'RED J. WRIGHT, 
MARTIA E. JoNES. 
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