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[57] ABSTRACT

An apparatus for holding waste paper which has an
automatic fire extinguishing capability. A fire extin-
guishing ‘container is mounted to and above a waste
paper container by a plurality of pillars which are re-
ceived in grooves provided in the waste paper con-
tainer. The fire extinguishing container has a bottom
wall which will fall under the force of gravity when
heated. A fire extinguishing substance is contained
within the fire extinguishing container and will fall
onto any fire within the waste paper container as the
bottom wall of the fire extinguishing container falls
therefrom.

5 Claims, 2 Drawing Figures
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WASTE PAPER BASKET FIRE EXTINGUISHER

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Ficld of the Invention:

This invention is in the field of fire extinguishing de-
vices.

2. Description of the Prior Art:

Many types of firc extinguishing devices have here-
tofore been proposed for use particularly in extinguish-
ing small fires; however, such fire extinguishing de-
vices have not been completely satisfactory because
either they are too complicated thereby requiring rela-
tively expensive fabrication and/or because they are
designed for universal use and are therefore not easily
adaptable to the following desired function. It is de-
sired that a fire extinguisher be provided which is
mounted to a waste paper basket in a convenient man-
ner and which will immediately extinguish any fire
within the waste paper basket with a minimum mess
and a maximum of safety.

A firc extinguisher which has been designed for a
waste paper container is disclosed in U. S. Pat.
2,802,538 issued to D. Subarsky. In this patent, the fire

is extinguished by preventing oxygen flow to the fire.
As a result, a lid must ‘be mounted onto the waste
paper container in order to extinguish the fire. A simi-
lar such device is disclosed in U. S. Pat. No. 2,384,526
issued to W. F. Blake. Several devices have been pro-
vided wherein a frangible container of fire extinguish-
ing material is shattered in order to release the mate-
rial onto the fire. Such a device is disclosed in the U.
S. Pat. No. 1,970,863 issued to J. S. Nelson et al, and
U.S. Pat. No. 3,132,695 issued to H. C. Peltier. A de-
vice which uses a fluid to extinguish the fire which ex-
pands as a result of the heat generated is disclosed in
the U. S. Pat. No. 3,489,223 issued to B. Bundo, Sr.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

One embodiment of the present invention is a fire
extinguishing apparatus for holding waste paper com-
prising a first container having an open top for receiv-
ing waste paper, and a second container mounted to
and above the first container and having a bottom wall
positioned above the open top which will fall from the
second container when heated - allowing a substance
within the second container to fall on a fire within the
first container.

It is an object of the present invention to provide a
new and improved fire extinguishing apparatus for use
with a waste paper basket.

It is a further object of the present invention to pro-
vide a new and improved waste paper basket.

In addition, it is an object of the present invention
to provide a waste paper and fire extinguishing device
combination which is relatively easy to manufacture
and which is not complicated to use. .

Related objects and advantages of the present inven-
tion will be apparent from the following description.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a fragmentary front perspective view of an
apparatus incorporating the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a fragmentary cross sectional view of the
top fire extinguishing container 12 of the apparatus of
FIG. 1.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

For the purposes of promoting an understanding of
the principles of the invention, reference will now be
made to the embodiment illustrated in the drawings
and specific language will be used to describe the
same. It will nevertheless be understood that no limita-
tion of the scope of the invention is thereby intended,
such alterations and further modifications in the illus-
trated device, and such further applications of the
principles of the invention as illustrated therein being
contemplated as would normally occur to one skilled
in the art to which the invention relates.

Referring now more particularly to FIG. 1, there is
shown a fire extinguishing apparatus 10 for holding
waste paper. The fire extinguishing apparatus includes
a first container 11 which has an open top 18 for re-
ceiving waste paper. A fire extinguishing container 12
is mounted to and above container 11 and has a bot-
tom wall 19 positioned above the open top 18. Bottom
wall 19 will fall from container 12 when heated so as
to allow a substance within container 12 to fall on any
fire which is within container 11.

Means are provided on the first container for sup-
porting the second container. The means include three

upwardly extending vertical pillars 13, 14 and 15
which are mounted to container 11 and container 12.
Container 11 includes a cylindrical side wall which is
mounted atop the bottom wall 17. The bottom wall 17
protrudes outwardly of the side wall of container 11
and also outwardly of pillars 13, 14 and 15. The side
wall of container 11 includes three vertically extending
grooves extending from bottom wall 17 to the open
top. Pillar 13 is fragmented to show one of the three
grooves 26. The three pillars are each slidably received
by these three grooves 26 and abut the top surface of
bottom wall 17. The three pillars extend inwardly adja-
cent to the top edge of container 11 and then upwardly
being fixedly fastened to the cylindrical side wall of
container 12. Thus, to empty the waste paper basket,

container 12 along with pillars 13 through 15 may be
pulled upwardly so that the pillars will disengage
grooves 26. Container 11 may then be emptied and the
pillars reinserted into the grooves. It will be noted that
the second container 12 is of smaller diameter than
container 11.

Container 12 includes a top wall 23 which is fixedly
fastened to the side wall of the container. Bottom wall
19 is secured to the side wall of the container by a bead
of meltable wax 25. Bead 25 is positioned at the junc-
tion of walls 29 and the side wall of container 12 and
extends internally around the side wall of container 12.

Thus, when the heat generated by the flame within
container 11 reaches wall 19, the heat will eventually
be conducted to the bead 25 which will melt thereby
allowing bottom wall 19 to fall from container 12 and
to also allow the substance 24 to fall on the fire. A vari-
ety of different types of substances 24 may be used to
extinguish the flame. For example, this substance may
be water.

It will be obvious from the above description that the
present invention provides a new and improved waste
paper basket. It will be further obvious that the present
invention provides a waste paper basket with a fire ex-
tinguishing device which is relatively easy to fabricate
and use. Many variations are contemplated and in-
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cluded in this invention. For example, each pillar is
shown as having a top portion 22 integrally joined to
a bottom portion 20 by an intermediate angular por-
tion abutting the top edge of the waste paper basket.
It should be understood that other types of pillars and
brackets may be utilized. Likewise, a variety of designs
16 may be secured to container 11, painted onto the
container or otherwise marked on the container.
While the invention has been illustrated and de-
scribed in detail in the drawings and foregoing descrip-
tion, the same is to be considered as illustrative and not
restrictive in character, it being understood that only
the preferred embodiment has been shown and de-
scribed and that all changes and modifications that
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come within the spirit of the invention are desired to 15

be protected. :
The invention claimed is:
1. A fire extinguishing apparatus for holding waste
paper comprising:
a first container having an open top for receiving
waste paper; and,
a second container mounted to and above said first
container and having a bottom wall positioned
above said open top which will fall from said sec-
ond container when heated allowing a substance
within said second container to fall on a fire within
said first container,
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means mounted on said first container for supporting .

said second container,

said means includes upwardly extending vertical pil-
lars mounted to said first container and said second
container,

2. The apparatus of claim 2 wherein: said substance
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is water.

3. The apparatus of claim 2 wherein: said second
container includes a bead of meltable wax securing
said bottom wall to said second container.

4. The apparatus of claim 3 wherein:

said first container includes a cylindrical side wall

mounted atop a bottom supporting wall which pro-
trudes outwardly of said side wall, said side wall
includes three grooves extending vertically from
said bottom supporting wall to said open top;
said means includes three pillars each of which is

slidably received by said grooves and abutting said
bottom supporting wall, said three pillars extend
inwardly at said open top abutting a top edge of
said first container; and,

said second container has a cylindrical side wall

fixedly fastened to said three pillars, said second
container is of smaller diameter than said first con-

. tainer.

5. A fire extinguishing apparatus for holding waste
paper comprising:

a bottom container having an open top for receiving

waste paper;

brackets mounted to said container and extending

upwardly therefrom; and,

a top container mounted on said brackets above said

bottom container and having a bottom wall posi-
tioned above said open top which will fall from
said top container when heated allowing a sub-
stance within said top container to fall on a fire

within said bottom container.
* ok ok k%



