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The invention relates to gameboards and more partic-
vlarly to a folding gameboard for playing the game of
hopscotch and the like.

Hopscotch is a game played by small children in which
a player tosses a block, flat pebble or similar object from
one numbered area or compartment to another of a figure
drawn or traced on the ground, and after each toss hops
on one foot through the panels or compartments of the
figure to get the object and back again.

When weather conditions permit, the game is usually
played out-of-doors. Originally, the figure was traced or
“scotched” upon the ground with a sharp stick, hence the
name of the game. The game is more generally played
now, particularly in urban communities, by drawing the
figure with chalk or crayon upon a sidewalk or drive.

This makes an unsightly appearance and such chalk or
crayon marks are difficult to remove, and in inclement
weather, children frequently play the game indoors, draw-
ing the figure upon carpet, lineoleum or other floor cover-
ings with chalk or crayon. Not only does this result in an
unsightly and disorderly appearance of the interior of the
home, but frequently causes damage to carpets or other
floor coverings.

In an attempt to overcome these disadvantages and un-
desirable conditions, portable hopscotch boards have been
provided, formed of a flat sheet of substantially rigid ma-
terial having the hopscotch figure: and numbers imprinted
thereon.

Such devices, however, are not practical owing to the
fact that, due to their size and shape, they present a storage
problem when not in use, for which reason such portable,
one-piece hopscotch boards have not come into general
use.

1t is, therefore, a primary object of the present inven-
tion to provide a hopscotch board which overcomes the
difficulties and disadvantages of prior practice.

Another object of the invention is to provide a hop-
scotch board comprising a plurality of sections or panels
formed of linoleum or the like, hingedly connected to-
gether so that they may be folded compactly together in
flat form when not in use so as to occupy a minimum of
space upon a shelf or the like.

A further object of the invention is to provide a fold-
ing hopscotch board of the character referred to, in which
the two endmost hinged panels are of somewhat. greater
height than the remaining panels, and are provided with
hand holes, so that the board may be folded flat and
carried in the manner of a briefcase.

The above obijects, together with others which will be
apparent from the drawing and following description, or
which may be later referred to, may be attained by con-
structing the improved folding hopscotch board in the
manner hereinafter described in detail and illustrated in
the accompanying drawings.

In general terms, the invention may be briefly described
as comprising a folding gameboard for playing hopscotch,
and the like. The board is formed of a plurality of rec-
tangular panels formed of linoleum, or other suitable
sheet material, the panels being hingedly connected to-
gether at adjacent edges, as by strips of pliabie fabric ma-
terial attached to adjoining edge portions of the panels by
adhesive or the like.

The usual figure is outlined upon the panels with ink or
paint of a contrasting color, dividing the board into the
usual areas or compartments, each of which is designated
by a number which may be stencilled or printed thereon
with paint.
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The board may comprise four intermediate panels of
elongated rectangular shape, each of which is of a length
substantially twice its width, and two end panels, each of
which is only slightly more than half the size of the inter-
mediate panels.

The two end panels are so arranged that, when the
board is folded, the free ends thereof will extend slightly
beyond the adjacent hinged edges of the intermediate
panels. Hand holes are formed in these extensions of the
end panels, so that the folded board may be carried in one
hand in the manner of a briefcase.

A spaced pair of slits is cut into the extension of each
end panel, forming a strap under which a small disc, such
as a poker chip, may be inserted. This disc is adapted to
be used as the “playing piece” or object which is tossed
upon different areas or compartments of the board in
playing hopscotch.

Having thus briefly described the invention, reference
is now made to the accompanying drawing, showing a
preferred embodiment of the invention, in which;

FIG. 1 is a plan view of the folding hopscotch board,
showing the same in opened or extended position;

FIG. 2 is an end view of the board in folded position;
and,

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the folded board.

Referring now more particularly to the embodiment of
the invention illustrated in the drawing, similar reference
characters refer to similar parts throughout.

The folding hopscotch board is formed of a plurality
of panels of suitable sheet material, such as linoleum, or
the like. As best shown in FIG. 1, there are four inter-
mediate panels of the same size and shape indicated by the
numerals 11, 12, 13 and 14, Each of these intermediate
panels is of rectangular shape and of a length substan-
tially twice its width.

The panels 11, 12, 13 and 14 are placed together side
by side, as shown in FIG. 1, so that each panel is disposed
transversely of the major axis of the complete board.

Two similar end panels 15 and 16 are provided, each of
which forms one end of the complete board. Each end
panel is preferably slightly more than half the size of an
intermediate panel.

As shown in the drawing, the end panels 15 and 16 are
located centrally of the longitudinal median line of the
complete board. Each of the end panels has a square area
or compartment outlined thereon, as indicated at 17, and
an outwardly disposed, integral extension 18.

A transversely disposed slot 19 is formed in the exten-
sion 18 of each end panel, providing a hand hole for
carrying the board in folded condition, as will be later
described. For the purpose of holding a small disc 20,
such as a poker chip, a strap 21 may be provided upon
each extension 18.

In cases where the panels forming the folding board are
formed of pliable material, such as linoleum, each strap
21 may be formed by cutting two spaced parallel slots in
the material, as indicated at 22.

The several panels. are hingedly connected together at
adjacent edges by means of hinges 23, formed of strips of
fabric or other suitable pliable material, attached to the
back surfaces of the panels by suitable adhesive or the
like.

The usual figure is outlined upon the board, and as
shown, each panel 11 and 14 may be divided into two
square areas or compartments, outlined as at 24 with paint
or ink of suitable color, and the two center panels 12 and
13 may be divided into four triangular areas or com-
partments as indicated at 24.

The several areas or compartments thus formed are
designated by large numerals from 1-19, as common in
hopscotch games. These numerals are indicated at 25 and
may be stencilled or otherwise imprinted in the respective
areas or compartments with ink or paint of desired color.
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When it is desired to use the board for playing, it is
opened out flat, as shown in FIG. 1, and laid upon a floor
or other horizontal surface. When not in use, the board
may be folded as shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, occupying a
minimum of space for storage upon a shelf or the like.

As shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, when the board is folded,
the end panels 15 and 16 will be upon the ouiside and
the extensions 18 thereon will extend above the top edges
of the folded panels 11, 12, 13 and 14 so that the folded
board may be picked up and carried in the manner of a
briefcase by inserting the hand through the hand holes
19 which provide handles for carrying the board.

From the above it will be obvious that a simple, inex~
pensive and practical folding hopscotch board is provided,
which may be easily and readily folded compactly to oc-
cupy a minimum of space for storage and which is adapted
when folded to be carried in the manner of a briefcase.

In the foregoing description, certain terms have been
used for brevity, clearness and understanding, but no un-
necessary limitations are to be implied therefrom beyond
the requirements of the prior art, because such words are
used for descriptive purposes herein and are intended to
be broadly construed.

Moreover, -the embodiment of the improved construc-
tion illustrated and described herein are by way of ex-
ample, and the scope of the present invention is not limited
to the exact details of construction.

Having now described the invention or discovery, the
construction, the operation, and use of preferred embodi-
ments thereof, and the advantageous new and useful re-
sults obtained thereby; the new and useful construction,
and reasonable mechanical eqivalents thereof obvious to
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like comprising a single row of flat panels of sheet mate-
rial, hinge means connecting the panels together at their
adjoining edges, said board being adapted to present a
continuocus playing surface when open, and to fold sub-
stantially flat upon itself when collapsed, the free ends of
the flat panels of sheet material at opposite ends of the
board extending beyond the edges of the remaining panels
when the board is folded, there being hand holes formed
in said extending ends, providing means for carrying the
folded board, whereby the folded flat panels of sheet ma-
terial form a briefcase-like device. )

2. A folding gameboard for playing hopscotch and the
like comprising a single row of flat panels of sheet mate-
rial, hinge means connecting the panels together at their
adjoining edges, said board being adapted to present a
continuous playing surface when open, and to fold sub-
stantially flat upon itself when collapsed, the flat panels
of sheet material at opposite ends of the board being of
less width than the remainder of the board and the free
ends thereof extending beyond the edges of the remaining
panels when the board is folded, there being hand holes
formed in said extending ends, providing means for carry-
ing the folded board, whereby the folded flat panels of
sheet material form a briefcase-like device.
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