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This invention relates to new and useful improvements 
in closers particularly, although not necessarily, for bags 
of cellophane, polyethylene, etc., and has for its primary 
object to provide, in a manner as hereinafter set forth, a 
device of this character which is adapted to both seal the 
bag and provide a convenient, comfortable carrying handle 
therefor. 
Another very important object of the present inven 

tion is to provide a combined sealer and carrying handle 
of the aforementioned character which may be expedi 
tiously applied to and removed from bags of various sizes. 

Still another very important object of the invention is 
to provide a bag sealer and carrying handle of the char 
acter described which may be used on bags which have 
been substantially filled or only partially filled. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a bag 

sealer and carrying handle which, if desired, may be 
re-used. 
Other objects of the invention are to provide a bag 

sealer and carrying handle which will be comparatively 
simple in construction, strong, durable, of light weight 
and which may be manufactured at low cost. 
These together with other objects and advantages which 

will become subsequently apparent reside in the details of 
construction and operation as more fully hereinafter de 
scribed and claimed, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings forming a part hereof, wherein like 
numerals refer to like parts throughout, and in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a bag sealer and 

carrying handle constructed in accordance with the pres 
ent invention; 
FIGURE 2 is a perspective view, illustrating the first 

step in applying the device to a bag to be sealed; 
FIGURE 3 is a perspective view, showing the second 

step; 
FIGURE 4 is a perspective view, showing the con 

necting tabs or plates being interlocked to provide a 
handle; 
FIGURE 5 is a perspective view, showing the device 

after its application to the bag has been completed; 
FIGURE 6 is a top plan view of the handle; 
FIGURE 7 is a view in side elevation thereof; and 
FIGURE 8 is a view in transverse section on an en 

larged scale through the top portion of the bag, taken 
substantially on the line 8-8 of FIGURE 5. 

Referring now to the drawing in detail, it will be seen 
that the embodiment of the invention which has been 
illustrated comprises a pair of thin, flexible strands 9 of 
wire or other suitable material. Of course, the strands 
9 may be of any desired length. Secured in any suitable 
manner between the end portions of the strands 9 is a 
pair of elongated, bendable plates or tabs 10 of metal, 
plastic or other suitable material. 
The tabs 10 are adapted to be interlocked in a manner 

to detachably connect the ends of the strands 9 and to 
provide a carrying handle 11. Toward this end, the tabs 
i0 are provided in their end portions with angular inner 
and outer slots 12 and 13, respectively, the inner end por 
tions 19 of which, it will be noted, extend toward the free 
or outer ends of said tabs. The slots 12 and 13, which 
extend into the tabs 10 from the opposite longitudinal 
edges thereof, define inner and outer interlocking hooks 
or the like 14 and 15, respectively. 

5 

O 

5 

20 

30 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

2 
It is thought that the use of the device will be readily 

apparent from a consideration of the foregoing, taken in 
conjunction with the drawing. Briefly, the strands 9 are 
bowed outwardly as shown in FIGURE 2 of the drawing 
for receiving therebetween the neck portion 6 of a bag 
17 to be sealed. The strands 9 are then drawn taut or 
straightened on the bag neck. The tabs 16 are then turned 
or twirled for twisting the strands 9 and folding or roll 
ing the neck portion 16 of the bag (see FIGURE 3). 
The roll 18 thus formed closes and seals the bag in an 
obvious manner. The tabs 10 are then brought upwardly 
and inwardly over the bag and positioned angularly on 
each other substantially as shown in FIGURE 4 of the 
drawing to bring the slots 12 and 3 into opposed rela 
tion. With the end portions of the uppermost or top tab 
engaged under the corresponding portions of the lower 
or bottom tab, said tabs are turned in opposite directions 
relative to each other to bring said tabs into parallelism. 
Thus, the tabs are engaged with the inner ends of the 
slots 12 and 13. The tabs 0 are then moved longi 
tudinally outwardly relative to each other for engagement 
in the longitudinally extending inner end portions 9 of 
the angular slots i2 and 3. Of course, to separate the 
tabs 10 and open the bag 17 the foregoing procedure is 
substantially reversed. The device may be readily applied 
to partially filled bags as well as to those which have 
been substantially filled. With the tabs 10 connected to 
provide the carrying handle ; the strands 9 are pre 
vented from untwisting and the neck portion of the bag 
from unrolling. 
The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the 

principles of the invention. Further, since numerous 
modifications and changes will readily cccur to those 
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention 
to the exact construction and operation shown and de 
scribed, and accordingly all suitable modifications and 
equivalents may be resorted to, falling within the scope 
of the invention as clained. 
What is claimed as new is as follows: 
1. A bag closer comprising a pair of flexible, parallel 

wires for receiving the neck portion of a bag therebetween 
and adapted to be twisted together for rolling and closing 
said neck portion, and a pair of opposed, duplicate, flat, 
rectangular resilient plates mounted longitudinally on the 
ends of the wires, said plates having in their end portions 
angular slots extending transversely thereinto from the 
opposite longitudinal edges thereof and terminating in 
longitudinal inner end portions and providing hooks, the 
hooks of each plate being transversely and then longi 
tudinally slidable in the slots of the other plate for inter 
lockingly engaging the hooks, through said slots, with the 
opposite side of said other plate for detachably connect 
ing the ends of the wires for preventing untwisting thereof 
and providing a carrying handle therebetween. 

2. A bag closer in accordance with claim 1, wherein 
said longitudinal inner end portions of the slots extend 
toward the free ends of the plates. 

3. A bag closer comprising a pair of parallel, closely 
adjacent resilient wires for receiving the neck portion of 
a bag therebetween, and a pair of resilient, elongated 
duplicate plates fixedly secured between the end portions 
of the pair of wires and extending longitudinally there 
from and providing means for twisting said wires to 
gether and rolling the neck portion of the bag thereon 
for closing the bag, said plates having transverse slots in 
their end portions extending thereinto from the opposite 
longitudinal edges thereof and including angularly extend 
ing inner end portions, said slots providing hooks on the 
plates, the hooks of each plate being transversely and 
then longitudinally slidable in the slots of the other plate 
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for interlockingly engaging the hooks, through said slots, 
with said other plate on the opposite side thereof for de 
tachably connecting the ends of the wires in spaced rela 
tion for preventing untwisting thereof and providing a 
carrying handle therebetween. 

4. A bag closer in accordance with claim 3, said angu 
larly extending inner end portions of said slots extending 
longitudinally toward the free ends of the plates for 
slidably receiving the hooks when the plates are moved 
longitudinally away from each other. 
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