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7o all whom it may concern : :

Be it known that I, Arraor H. DE Lagcs,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Alpena, in the county of Alpena and State
of Michigan, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Holy-Water Fonts,
of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to holy water fonts,
and one of the principal objects of the in-
vention is to provide a font which will not
waste the holy water and which is conven-
ient to use and which will apply the water
directly to the fingers used. _

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a holy water font, which can be quickly
operated to wet the finger and in which the
unused water will pass back into the font
ready for use again and in which the holy
water will be protected against evaporation.

These and other objects may be attained
by means of the construction illustrated in
the accompanying drawing, in which,

Figure 1 1s a vertical sectional view
through a holy water font made in accord-
ance with this invention, and Fig. 2 is a
fragmentary section taken through a modi-
fied form of the invention. .

Referring to the drawing, the numeral 1
designates a holy water font or receptacle
which may be of semi-spherical or other
contour and provided with a projection 2 on
its lower side forming a well 8 on the in-
terior of the font. Projecting from the
upper edge of the font 1 is a screw threaded
annular flange 4, and from the rear wall of
the font is a cross or crucifix 5.

Connected to a threaded collar or cap 6 is
a rubber or other flexible diaphragm 7, said
cdiaphragm being secured to the ccllar 6 by
means of rivets or other suitable fastenings
8 which extend through the horizontal flange
of the collar, through the diaphragm 7, and
through a flat metal ring 9 underneath the
diaphragm. The collar 6 is connected by
the interior screw threads thereon with the
exterior screw threads on the flange 4.

A flaring finger dip 10 is provided with
an integral tube 11 having a central bore 12
which extends from end to end of said tube.
An enlarged portion 13 near the upper end

‘thereof, the

of the tube is screw threaded as at 14, and
is held in a central perforation in the dia-
phragm 7 by means of a suitable nut 15.
The lower end of the tube 11 is disposed in
the well 8 while the upper end of the bore
12 is disposed within the dip or bowl 10, and
a finger rest, preferably of cruciform shape
when viewed in plan, s disposed immedi-
ately above the tube 11 in the dip 10, said
finger rest being cut away as at 16 and pro-
vided with the cross arm 17 so that when
the finger is placed upon the upper side
diaphragm 7 will be depressed
and the lower end of the tube 11 will be in-
serted within the well 3 and water will be
forced up through the bore 12 and out into
the dip 10 in sufficient quantities to moisten
the finger. _

As shown in Fig. 2 in which a somewhat
simplified form of the font is shown, the
numeral 1* designates the font or water re-
ceiver and 2 is a rubber diaphragm having
an elastic ring or enlargement 3* at its outer
edge which is adapted to fit over a bead or
enlargement 42 at the top of the font. The
finger dip 10, the tube 11 and the finger rest
are of the same structure as the similar parts
referred to and shown in Fig. 1. This struc-
ture simplifies the parts and renders it less
expensive to manufacture.

From the foregoing it will be obvious that
a holy water font made in accordance with
this invention is comparatively simple in
construction, that when the finger is placed
upon the finger rest and the diaphragm is
slightly depressed water will be forced up
into the finger dip or bowl 10 and the quan-
tity not used will pass back into the font.
Any suitable material may be used for the
manufacture of the font and the relative
proportions may be changed at will without
departing from the spirit and scope of the
inyention as defined in the claim.

What is claimed is:—

A holy water font comprising a water re-

“ceptacle: having a projecting well at the

lower end thereof, a threaded flange extend-
ing from the upper edge of said receptacle, a.
collar connected to said flange and having
an elastic diaphragm attached thereto, an
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outwardly flaring finger dip having an in- the water to flow into the finger dip when

tegral tube connected thereto and extending the diaphragm is depressed. : 10
through the center of the diaphragm, means In testimony whereof I affix my signature

for holding the tube and finger dip in con- in presence of two witnesses. ,

nection with the diaphragm, and a finger ARTHUR HENRY DE LAGE. -

rest disposed within the finger dip over the Witnesses:. ‘ ¥
upper end of the tube and provided with - Laura Dovi, : 1
cross arms cubt away underneath to permit Ery H. Toraxp.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the *Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”




