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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Eowarp G. CARTER,
a citizen of the United States, and a resi-
dent of New York, in the county of New
York and State of New York, have invent-
ed certain new and useful Improvements in
Game Apparatus, of which the following
is a specification. L

My invention relates to game apparatus

and more particularly to apparatus de--

signed as a toy baseball

game, or other game
apparatus. : '

The main object of my invention is to

provide a device with which the game of
baseball may be simulated. ,

A further object is to so construct and ar-
range the device that success in the use
thereof will be due to the skill of the players
and not merely to chance or luck. .

In carrying out my invention I provide.

a game beard in which is located a spirally
arranged groove or runway representing
the base lines of a baseball field and in said
runway a number of cavities or pockets are
formed so that a ball or marble given an
initial velocity by any suitable means will
be caused to travel in said runway and
either come to rest in one of the pockets or
progressively pass over them to reach the
further ones.

My invention consists in the arrangement

of a game board as hereinafter more. par- |

ticularly described and then specified in the
claims, o

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
is a plan view of a game board constructed
in accordance with the preferred form of
carrying out my invention. Fig. 2 is a ver-
tical section taken on the line X X Fig. 1.
Fig. 8 is a vertical section taken on the line
Y Y Fig. 1.

Preferably for convenience in construc-
tion, I form the game board proper of two
boards, one superimposed on the other, in
which 1 indicates the base board which is
preferably flat. Another board 2 preferably
of the same size as the base board 1 has.a
spirally arranged slot 8 formed therein and
is placed on top of the board 1 and secured
thereto in any desired manner. The bot-
tomn board 1 preferably forms a base for
the slot 3 whereby a runway is formed in the
face of the game board proper. 4 indicates
cavities or pockets formed in the lower
board 1 and in line with the runway 8. “There
might be any desired number of these cavi-

ties. or ‘iaockets formed within the runway

and they might be equal or unequal dis-

tances apart, but preferably I provide four
of them to represent the three bases and the
home plate of a baseball field.

Preferably at. the inner end of the ‘runWay‘

60

38 I provide a striker 5 which is adapted to .

strike the ball' or marble 6 located in the
runway 3 and project it with a velocity vary-
ing with the amount of force given to the

striker 5. "The striker 5 reciprocates within °

the runway 3 and is guided in its travel by

the sides:of the runway and also by straps 7

which serve to also keep it from rising out

| of the runway. The inner end of the run-
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way 3 terminates in an enlarged opening or -

cavity 8 and the striker 5 projects rear-
wardly into this enlarged epening and.ter-
minates in a thumb or finger 9. :

10 indicates a spring compressed between

75

a collar 11 :secured to the striker 5 and a

fixed post or guide 12 through which the
striker loosely passes. Obviously when the
striker 5 is drawn back by means of the
thumb-piece 9, the spring 10 will be com-
pressed and when the striker is released the

| spring will- cause it to advance with con-

siderable force and project. the ball or mar-
ble 6.- The forward movement of the striker

is. limited by the collar 11 striking a

shoulder 13 at the end of the runway.

I do.not limit myself to any particular
means for causing the striker 5 to be im-
pelled sharply forward, such as the spring
10, but it will be understood that any de-
sired manner of attaining this end might
be employed without departing from the
spirit of my invention.

In using the device, the ball or marble 6
is placed in the runway 8 against the end of
the striker 5. The striker is drawn bgck
and then released, and, owing to the spring
10, strikes: the ball 6 sharply and projects 1t
forward on its travel around the runway.

‘The skill of the player manifests itself by

his ability to make the ball stop in any de-
sired one of the cavities or pockets 4 to

‘represent a single base hit, a two base hit,
~a-three-base hit or a home run. According

to the initial velocity given the ball it will
have speed enough to progressively pass over
one or more of the cavities before coming to
rest; and if it should come to: rest between
any two of the cavities the player would be
out.

" Obviously, if desirable, the base of the
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runway 8 might be inclined toward the
striker 5 at or near the end of the groove as
indicated at 15 so.that the ball or marble 6
will always rest against the end of the
striker when drawn back although this

might be dispensed with and the base re-

main flat.
My invention may be subject to various
modifications in form and constr uction with-

out departing from the spirit thereof, the

main idea being that the pockets or ¢ cavities

representing bases are located direct in the

path of travel of the ball which has to pass

_over one to reach the other.

Tt will be understood that my invention is
not limited in ifs use to simulate a game of
baseball, but the device might be used. for
other games operating on the same principle
as above described.

What I claim as my invention is:

1. In a game apparatus, the combination

of a horizontal game board having a run-

way with unbroken sides to guide the object
used in playing the game and means for pro-
jecting the object to cause it to continucusly

travel in said runway, said object being im-

peded in its continuous travel in sud run-
way by cavities or pockets formed in the
base thereof which are progressively entered
and passed over by said object in its continu-
ous travel.

2. In a game apparatus, the combination
of a horizontal game board having a circui-
tous runway with unbroken sides and cavi-
ties or pockets formed in the kottom of said
runway and spaced apart in the line of travel

-thereot, whereby the ball used in playing the
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game will be impeded in its continuous travel
and will also be compelled to enter and pass
over the first pockets by its own velocity
to reach the subsequent ones and a striker
for projecting the ball.

3. In a game apparatus, the combination
of a gameboard having a spiral runway
provided with unbroken sides and a base
and pockets formed in the base of said run-
way in progressive line with each other
whereby the ball with which the game is
played will be impeded in ifs continuous
travel in said runway and will have to pro-
gressively enter and pass over said pockets
m continuous travel to reach the subsequent
ones and a spring actuating striker adapted
to propel the ball.

4. In a game apparatus, the combination

of a game board, provided with a spiral:

runway having continuous parallel sides and
a base, a spring actuated striker located at
the inner end of said runway and adapted
to propel the object with w hich the game is
played to cause it to travel outwardly in said
runway, said runway being also provided
with pockets in the base thereof, said pockets
impeding the ball in its continuous travel
in said runway, and said pockets being pro-
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gressively met and passed over by said ob-'"

ject in its travel.

Signed at New York in the county of
New York and State of New York this 10th
day of March A. D. 1909.

EDWARD G. CARTER.

Witnesses:

Epwarp M. JELLINEK,
Irene Lerrowirz.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents, .
‘Washington, D. C.” )




