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trol. In an autonomous travel period during which the host vehicle travels
by means of autonomous traveling control, the autonomous driving ECU
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KER7 213, BREREICH L TESEEIEEL CW2ABEICREOSRAE
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IO EEING, T LAEERAIG6 Tlh. BEHEERL NI IAD
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HASDOLEICLYBRINA—DOUEDERIVE1—4I1CLY. ERIN
THLW, Fh, AVE1—9T7ATSLE TVE21-FICLYRITIN
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CRIGEENNHIRIRIE & R T 2 RMNEBE 2 ~4 OWThH—IRICEEHDE
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2017 (2017-12-14)
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April 2021 (2021-04-22)
paragraph [0024]
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Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

Document 1: JP 2023-055197 A (DENSO CORPORATION) 17 April 2023 (2023-04-17) paragraphs [0019],
[0045], [0059], [0116]-[0117], [0130]-[0133] & WO 2023/058494 Al

(Invention 1) Claims 1-9, 20-21, and 23-28

Document 1 discloses a vehicle control device that detects switching to autonomous driving without a
surrounding monitoring obligation and performs an information presentation suppression control (a noise reduction
control) to lower the volume of voice output as a passenger stimulation reduction control during the autonomous
driving without the surrounding monitoring obligation. Accordingly, the invention in claim 1 lacks novelty and thus
does not have a special technical feature.

Also, claim 2 dependent on claim 1 has the special technical feature of performing, as the noise reduction control,
power suppression control that suppresses the rotation speed of a power generating device (41). Also, claims 3-7
have the same technical feature as claim 2, and thus, claims 1-7 are classified as invention 1.

Also, claims 8-9, 20-21, and 23-27 are dependent on claim 1 and related to claim 1 in terms of the problem to
be solved by the invention and the technical feature. Therefore, claims 8-9, 20-21, and 23-27 are also classified as
invention 1.

Also, claim 28 is an invention different from claim 1 only in terms of how the invention is described (in terms of
the category), and thus, claim 28 is also classified as invention 1.

(Invention 2) Claims 10-19 and 22

It cannot be said that claims 10-19 and 22 have a special technical feature identical or corresponding to that of
claim 2 classified as invention 1.

Also, claims 10-19 and 22 are dependent on claim 1 classified as invention 1, but each of the technical features,
added to claim 1, of adding all sound (autonomous driving background sound, content playback volume, or imitation
sound) or changing the position of a virtual sound source, has little technical relevance to the technical feature of
claim 1 of a “noise reduction control” (although the name is the same, the “noise reduction control”). Accordingly,
claims 10-19 and 22 are not considered to be inventively related to claim 1.

Also, claims 10-19 and 22 are not substantially identical to or similarly closely related to any of the claims
classified as invention 1.

Therefore, claims 10-19 and 22 cannot be classified as invention 1.

Also, claims 10-19 and 22 have the special technical feature in which noise from a driving source or the like
is made less perceptible to a passengers (masked) by adding sounds or changing the location of the virtual sound
source rather than using the “noise reduction.” Therefore, claims 10-19 and 22 are classified as invention 2.
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Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

1. As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment
of additional fees.

3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. D No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is restricted
to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest fee
was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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