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My invention relates to handles for caskets and 
sinilar structures; and in particular to the Con 
struction and method of assembly of such handles 
and the attachment of the handles to the 
casket. 
The object of my invention is to provide a han 

dle asserinbly that can be preassembled with the 
escutcheon plate and handle in complete form in 
an integral structure; and which can be at 
tached to a casket or similar structure rapidly 
without any assembly work being done other than 
the mounting of nuts on the attaching bolts. 

It is an object to provide means of intercon 
necting the assembled handles so that the load 
upon the handles will be distributed, the handles 
will be uniformly supported with reference to one 
another to prevent warping and twisting and So 
that the predetermined relationship with respect 
to the casket and to the escutcheon plate and 
with respect to one handle and its position with 
the other handle will be maintained uniform. 

It is a further object to provide a handle at 
taching means which performs the dual func 
tion of maintaining the position of the handles 
with respect to one another, of transmitting the 
load uniformly, of supporting by the attaching 
means the enclosing escutcheon plate in such a 
manner as to not display in any way the attach 
ing bolts or other means which are completely 
concealed by the escutcheon plate. 

Heretofore in the art it has been difficult to 
provide a complete preassembly and it has been 
difficult to provide a complete preassembly and 
it has been necessary to utilize exposed attaching 
bolts or screws and to perform the aSSembly Work 
on the casket. It has been the practice generally 
to use independent arms for the handles which 
leads to twisting, misalignment and uneven dis 
tribution of the load. One of the problems has 
been to maintain the handle in alignment with 
out twisting, to provide an escutcheon plate that 
will be carefully positioned and remain in posi 
tion and to eliminate unsightly attaching means 
for the eschutcheon plate or the handle struc 
ture. 
By the present invention it is possible to obviate 

these difficulties by first providing a supporting 
plate. To this supporting plate is attached by a 
single pivot attaching means both the arms of the 
handle and the escutcheon plate. In this manner. 
by the use of the supporting plate it is possible 
to preassemble the supporting plate, the pivots 
for the handle arms and the escutcheon plate. 
Thereafter it is possible to insert the bolts for 
attaching the handle and plate to the casket and 
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then insert the bolts inside the casket and apply 
the nuts So as to secure the plate and handle as 
Sembly, as a unit to the casket. - 

Referring to the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a front elevation of the completely 

assembled handle and escutcheon plate construc 
tion mounted on the side wall of the casket; 

Figure 2 is a section on the line 2-2 of Figure 
1 showing the parts in section in assembled and 
mounted position; 
Figure 3 is a section on line 3-3 of Figure. 1 

showing the Supporting plate in an elevated posi 
E. to facilitate the insertion of the attaching 
bolts; 
Figure 4 is a similar view to Figure 2 showing 

the handle in its elevated position; 
Figure 5 is a detailed view of the supporting 

plate from the outside showing in section the 
means of attachment of the arms of the handle 
and the escutcheon plate through common pivot 
or pintle pins. 

Referring to the drawings in detail, is the side 
Wall of the casket which is provided With holes 
2 in which are mounted bolts 3, on which bolts 
3 are mounted the attaching nuts 4. 
The escutcheon plate and handle assembly is 

constructed and preassembled as follows. 
A Supporting plate 5 has square apertures 6 

punched in it to receive square shanks 3a of the 
attaching bolts 3. The bolts are provided with 
heads 3b which engage with the outer surface of 
the supporting plate 5. 
The ears 7 on the Supporting plate 5 are struck 

up from the plate metal to leave a recess 8. 
These ears are pierced to receive the pivot or 
pintle pins 9 having heads f) and oppositely 
pointed ends f. The escutcheon plate 2 is pro 
vided with arm receiving apertures 3 through 
which the ends 4 of the arms 5 of the handle 
assembly are inserted. These arms are provided 
With ears f6 that have apertures corresponding 
to the apertures in the ears 7 of the plate 5 and 
in alignment therewith. The escutcheon plate ?2 
is provided with an inwardly directed portion f7 
formed in an eye f8 which is also placed in align 
ment, with the apertures in the arms 5 and the 
ears 7. When the parts are in Such alignment 
the pivot pins, 9 are inserted thereby connecting 
the escutcheon plate, and the arms of the handle 
assembly in one unitary construction. The arms 
5 are connected together by the handle bar 9. 
Thus the complete preassembly of the handle, and 
escutcheon plate is accomplished because in this 
Condition ready access to the inside of the 
escutcheon plate is available. So that the pinst 9 
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can be inserted after the parts are easily aligned, 
Thereafter the back plate 5 is swung up from 

a vertical position into a horizontal position and 
the bolts 3 are inserted so that their shoulders 
3a which constitute the square portion of the 
bolt fit the square holes 6 in the supporting plate 
5. After insertion of these bolts 3, the back plate 
5 is swung downwardly into a vertical position so 
that the bolts 3 can be inserted in the apertures 
2 in the side wall of the casket . They are like 
Wise inserted through the wood backing plate 20 
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and thereupon the nuts 4 are mounted upon . . 
the threaded inner ends of the bolt 3 and the 
complete preassembly of handle, supporting plate 
and escutcheon plate is attached by the two nuts 
4 to the casket. 

It Will thus be seen that the entire assembly is 
unitary and that by the use of the preassembly 
the parts can be put together quickly even 
though the Workmen may have relatively large 
hands. This eliminates the time taking and te 
dious operations of the prior art. The result 
also is that no attaching means is disclosed from 
the exterior of the casket to mar the beauty of 
the resulting structure. It is also impossible to 
detach the handle except by entering the in 
terior of the casket. 

It will be understood that I do not wish to be 
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limited to the specific structure and arrange- . 
ment shown in the drawings but desire to com 
prehend such modifications thereof as come 
within the scope of the claims. 

Having thus fully described my invention, 
what I claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent is: 

1. In an escutcheon plate and handle assem 
bly, the combination of a supporting plate hav 
ing means for attachment thereof to a casket, 
an escutcheon plate with an inwardly disposed 
attaching means and handle receiving apertures 
adjacent thereto, a handle assembly comprising 
a handle bar and spaced handle arms having in 
dividual means of attachment within the es 
cutcheon plate to said supporting plate, said sup 
porting plate being common to said handle arms 
and a common attaching means insertable 
through said supporting plate, said escutcheon 
plate and inner ends of the arms whereby the 
arms can pivot and the escutcheon plate Will be 
retained in position with respect to the support 
ing plate and casket to Which the assembly is 
attached. 

2. In combination, a supporting plate, support 
ing bolts mounted therein, said supporting plate 
having projecting ears at right angles to the face 
of the plate, an enclosing escutcheon plate hav 
ing handle arm apertures adjacent said ears and 
an attaching means marginally located with re 
spect to said apertures and ears, a handle a S 
sembly including a pair of arms adapted to have 
their inner ends inserted within said apertures 
of the escutcheon plate and ears on said inner 
ends of said arms insertable between the ears on 
said supporting plate and a common pivotal at 
taching means inserted through the ears of the 
attaching plate, the escutcheon plate and the 
arms of the handle assembly. 

3. In combination, a supporting plate, means 
thereon for attaching said plate to a casket, an 
enclosing escutcheon piate, a handle assembly 
comprising a handle bar and a pair of arms and 
means of pivotally attaching the escutcheon 
plate and arms to said supporting plate. 

4. In combination, a supporting plate, means 
thereon for attaching said plate to a casket, an . 
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enclosing escutcheon plate, a handle assembly 
Comprising a handle bar and arms, means of piv 
otally attaching the escutcheon plate and arms 
to said supporting plate, attaching bolts mounted 
from the outer side of said supporting plate pro 
jecting inwardly into the space behind said sup 
porting plate whereby the escutcheon plate con 
ceals the outer ends of said attaching bolts and 
the pivotal attaching means between the es 
cutcheon plate and the handle arms. 

5. In combination, an escutcheon plate having 
Spaced apertures, handle assembly comprising a 
handle bar and spaced arms the inner ends of 
which are adapted to be inserted in said es 
cutcheon plate apertures and the inner ends of 
said arms having apertured ears located within 
and concealed by said escutcheon plate, a sup 
porting plate mounted within and concealed by 
said escutcheon plate having outwardly directed 
ears with aligned apertures with respect to said 
handle arms and inwardly directed bolts having 
the bolt heads between the outer face of the Sup 
porting plate and the inside of the escutcheon 
plate. 

6. In combination, an escutcheon plate having 
spaced apertures, handle-assembly comprising: a 
handle bar and Spaced arms the inner ends of 
which are adapted to be inserted in said escutch 
eon plate apertures and the inner ends of Said 
arms having apertured ears located within and 
concealed by said escutcheon plate, a supporting 
plate mounted within and concealed by said 
escutcheon plate having outwardly directed ears 
with aligned apertures with respect to said handle 
arms, inwardly directed bolts having the bolt 
heads between the outer face of the supporting 
plate and the inside of the escutcheon plate, and 
Supporting means formed integral with the 
escutcheon plate projecting between the ears of 
said supporting plate and aligned with the aper 
tures in the ears of the supporting plate and a 
common attaching means insertable through the 
ears of the Supporting plate the inner ends of 
the handle arms and the attaching means of the 
escutcheon plate. 

7. In combination, an escutcheon plate having 
Spaced apertures, handle assembly comprising a 
handle bar and spaced arms the inner ends of 
which are adapted to be inserted in said escutch 
eon plate apertures and the inner ends of said 
arms having apertured ears located within and 
concealed by said escutcheon plate, a supporting 
plate mounted within and concealed by said 
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with aligned apertures with respect to said handle 
arms, inwardly directed bolts having the bolt 
heads between the outer face of the supporting 
plate and the inside of the escutcheon plate, 
supporting means formed integral with the 
escutcheon plate projecting between the ears of 
said supporting plate and aligned with the aper 
tures in the ears of the Supporting plate and a 
common attaching means insertable through the 
ears of the Supporting plate the inner ends of 
the handle arms and the attaching means of the 
escutcheon plate, said Supporting plate having 
rectangular bolt receiving apertures and said re 
taining bolts having fitting rectangular portions 
adapted to engage with the walls of said aper 
tures to prevent rotation of the attaching bolts 
when the attaching nuts are applied. 

FLOYD. J. KENDALL. 

(References on following page). - - so 
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