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8 Claims.

My invention relates to memorandum pads
and more particularly to memorandum pads in
which' a continuous strip of paper feeds from a
rotatably mounted supply roll across a substan-
tially plane writing surface. .

Memorandum pads of the prior art have pre-
sented cerfain disadvantages. The prior art pads
have, for example, been expensive to manufac-
ture and have been constructed and arranged
in a manner to prevent shipment in a small,
compact package. | In accordance with the teach-
ings of my invention described hereinafter, I
provide -a new and improved memorandum pad
which obviates the difficulties of the prior art

arrangements and which affords advantages not-

offered thereby. .

It'is an object of my invention to provide a
new and improved desk or memorandum pad.

It is-another object of my invention to provide
2 desk or memorandum pad of simple design
and construction and which may be easily and
readily manufactured.. - -

It is a further object of my invention to pro-

vide a_ pad with a writing surface inclined at a )
<25

convenient angle and which is free from projec-
tions or. other sources of irritation to the hand
and wrist of the user. .

It is a still further object of my invention to
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provide  a desk pad which.may be quickly and _

easily collapsed into a flat, compact whole for

-easy packing and shipment.
. For a_better understanding of my -invention,
reference may be had to the following deserip-

tion, taken in connection with the accompany- i
ing drawings, and. its scope will be pointed. out*

in the appended claims. - Fig. 1 illustrates my
memorandum pad assembled and in condition for
use. Fig. 2 illustrates the roll supporting means
‘in' position. on the base with the paper roll re-
moved -and “the upper portion of - the article
supporfing means. cut away.  Fig. 3 is an ex-
ploded view, partly in section, showing the rela-
tion of the roll supporting means to.the base.
Fig. 4 shows my pad in the collapsed position
ready to be wrapped and packed for shipment.
Briefly stated, in accordance with the illus-
trated embodiment of. my invention, I provide
an improved desk memorandum pad having a
removable means for supporting a roll of paper
and which' permits arrangement or assembly of
the component parts in a manner to reduce sub-
stantially the size. of the package required for
shipment. In addition, the base of the pad is
formed of a suitable material, such as sheet
metal or g plastic compound, and comprises a
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‘memorandum has been made.
‘face .2 also includes. a slot 5 through which

suitably inclined writing surface and a substan-
tially semi-cylindrical surface at one end ar-
ranged to support the roll of paper. An article

‘ supporting means for supporting display articles

is arranged at substantially the juncture of the
writing surface and the curved or semi-cylin-
drical surface. This article supporting means
is preferably pivoted or hinged so that it may
be rotated to lie substantially in the plane of
the writing surface when packed for shipment.
- Referring now to Fig. 1 of the accompanying
drawings, I provide an improved memorandum
pad of the continuous feed type comptising a
base member I having a writing. portion or sur-

‘face 2, and a curved portion or surface 3 con-

stituting an extension of the base member. The
curved portion or surface 3 is preferably semi-
cylindrical in form and is arranged transverse

“to the longitudinal axis of the writing surface.

It will be seen that a side elevation or longi-

“tudinal sectional view of the base takes the
‘form of or assumes the general appearance of a

spoon, with the handle of the spoon forming
the writing surface and the bowl forming the
aforesaid curved portion. The base | may be

‘readily made of a single sheet of material, such

as a sheet mefal, which lends itself to stamping
operations; that 'is, the base member may be
formed from a single sheet of sheet metal and
stamped into the form shown by the usual
stamping or forming process. It will be noted
that the angle between the writing surface 2
and the surface supporting the pad is such that
it affords a convenient writing surface. I have
found that a convenient angle is that in the
neighborhood of fifteen degrees. It is to be
noted that the writing surface 2 is free of ob-
structions or straps, thereby preventing annoy-
ance in use of the pad.

The writing surface 2 is provided with a for-
ward cutting edge or knife edge 4 which serves
as a means for cutting or tearing that portion
of the strip of paper upon which a note or
The writing sur-

the sheet of paper extends and which serves to
guide the strip of paper as it'is pulléd along

“the writing surface and to hold the paper in place

while the user is writing on the pad.

In order that the writing pad may be firmly po-
sitioned on a supporting surface and to prevent
scratching or marring of the supporting surface,

I provide pads or cushioning means 6, T and 8.
"The pad 6 is preferably arranged at the bottom

of the curved surface 3 and the pads 7T and 8




2

are preferably arranged near the forward end
of the writing surface. The pads T and 8 may
be of the ordinary suction type formed ol a
plastic material such as rubber. Cushioning
means or a pad 6 may be constructed of a mate-
rial such as sponge rubber, if desired.

I provide removable means for supporting a
roll of writing paper 9. This supporting means
is preferably arranged to be supported by the
curved surface 3 and is removable so that the
overall height of the article is substantially re-
duced when prepared for shipment.

The roll of paper 9 is supported within the
curved surface 3 by suitable L-shaped supporting
arms 10 described hereinafter. Immediately in
front of the roll 9, I provide an article supporting
means, such as a pivoted or hinged plate I1. This

plate may also be punched from sheet metal and -

may be supported from the base member | by

means of ears {2 which are directly punched ¢

from the material of the base. The article sup-
porting means is provided with -opposed struck-
up channels {3 adapted-to support-therebetween
one or more pieces of display material 14, such as
calendars, pictures,- -tabulated data, -or the like.
Outwardly extending lugs {1’ on-member 11 fit
into holes provided in the ears 12.

Forwardly -extending fingers 15 on-member -H{
serve as supports for one or more writing instru-
ments, such-as pens or pencils. As shown in Fig.
4 giscussed hereinafter, these fingers are spaced
far enough apart to-permit the member 11 to be
rotated forwardly so that it lies substantially flat
against the writing space 2. The ears 12,in addi-
tion to supporting the member 11, also may serve
as a guiding means for the paper strip.

Additional article supporting means may -be
provided  on-member I{ in the form of a wire
clamp member or clip member ‘18, held in-place

at the back of the member il by punched-out -

eyes 17. - The members {1 and 16 together-serve
_as a clamp to hold any rieces of paper- or memo-
randum which may ke desirable for-the user to
maintain at hand. A clamp member-similar to
member -1 may be disposed on the-front of the
article -supporting means of member -H, ‘if de-
sired. -

I provide means for positioning or maintaining
the article supporting -member 11 at-a proper
angle. This-positioning means may-be formed
by -curved extensions of the clip-member {6 which
supports the member 11 and which at the same
time do not Interfere 'with -the passage of the
sheet- of paper under member {1, While I -have
shown a particular type of support for the article
suppoerting member Hi, it-will-be appreciated that
I may usc other convenient arrangements for
positioning plate member (1.

In Fig. 2 a more detailed view of my pad is
illustrated showing the L-shaped members: 10
which support the roll 9 -and .also illustrates the
means for fixing the roll and supporting mem-
bers to the base. The curved portion 3 of the
base may be slightly indented or channeled as at
18 to accommeodate the horizontal arms of the L.-
shaped roll supporting members [0. With this
arrangement, the assembly of the members -10 is
in such a position.that the curved surface 3 con-
forms substantially to the. contour of the roll 8.
Tt is, of course, to be understood that the channel
18 may be dispensed with, if desired, to simplify
manufacture of my memorandum pad.

The L-shaped roll supporting members 10 are
preferably formed so that the upper portions
thereof are offset inwardly as shown at 19, This
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offset relieves the roll 8 of excessive friction with
the members 10 due to the clamping of these
members on roll 9, while at the same time it
provides the arm with an initial inward bias and
resiliency, thereby assuring adequate engagement
of the knobs 20 with the core 21 of the roll 9.
This result may also be obtained by making the
angle between the vertical and horizontal arms
of the members {0 somewhat less than 90 de-
grees. Either or both of these features may be
incorporated if desired. The knobs 20 which
extend into the openings of core 21 may be
formed by a punching operation. In the hori-
zontal arm of each of the L-shaped roll support-
ing members [0, I provide a slot 22. In the

curved portion 3 of base I, opposed tongues 23

are struck up by a punching process and these
tongues project through the slots 22 as shown in
Fig. 2. In order to maintain the L-shaped sup-
porting members in the proper position and to
maintain these members in a position which
offers-the desired resilience to support firmly the

_roll..9, I .provide -a suitable clamp member or

spring .member .24 adapted to be pressed into
place between the tongues'23. and-arranged to ex-
ert. a pressure downwardly .against. the horizontal
arms of the L-shaped. supporting -members 0.
With the spring member 24 in-place its ends are
engaged by .the tongues .23 thereby -biasing the

curved . portion of .spring member 24 against the

members [0, In this.manner the vertical arms
of members- 10 are resiliently biased towards

.each other due to the downward pressure exerted
.against the horizontal .arms by the spring mem-
.ber 24.

The construction of the L-shaped-supporting
members 10 and the spring member 24 may be
more fully appreciated by referring -to the ex-
ploded view shown in Fig.-3. .In Fig. 3 the
article supporting means-and. the .roll are not

.shown.

Fig. 4 shows my memorandum. . pad -in col-
lapsed position made ready for shipment. It will
be noted that the article .supporting member
11 has been rotated .forward so-that it lies sub-

_stantially flat. against the writing surface 2.

This is made possible by designing the plate
Il so that the fingers 15 are-sufficiently far
apart to clear the edges of the writing surface
2. The spring member 24 may be placed within
the tongues 23 as illustrated, whereas the roll
supporting members 19 are placed, as shown
around the curved surface 3 so-that the. height
of the article in .this position is-substantially
decreased..

An-important advantage of memorandum pads
constructed in accordance with my invention is
that when the pad is arranged for shipment the
depth of the pad is substantially reduced. For
example, the resultant depth or height is sub-
stantially less than one-half the diameter of

‘the paper roll with which it is-to be.used. This

is a decided advantage, both as-to economy and

-convenience, in shipping articles of this nature.

Although it may be preferable .in- some -in-
stances to construct -my memorandum pad from
sheet metal, .it is to be understood that I may
employ .plastic materials in- constructing my
pad. For example, I may employ-any of the
now well known resins or phenolic condensation
products as the material for the pad.

It will be obvious that-a desk memorandum
pad built in accordance with -my invention af-
fords considerable advantages:in the display of
advertising material which could be placed on
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the plate 11. Suitable advertising material may
be attached to this plate and ccnveniently dis-
played.

Those skilled in the art will realize that
changes and modifications may be made with-
out departing from my invention, and I, there-
fore, aim in the appended. claims to cover all
such changes and modifications as fall within
the true spirit and scope of my invention.

What I claim as new and desire to secure by
Letters Patent of the United States, is:

1. A memorandum pad holder comprising a
base formed from a single stamping of sheet
material having a concave transverse substan-
tially cylindrical curvature at one end thereof,
the remainder of said tase constituting a writ-
ing surface, roll supporting means disposed in
the curved portion, removable means for retain-
ing said roll supporting means in position, ar-
icle supporting means comprising at plate
member pivotally mounted intermediate the
curved portion and said writing portion and
roctatable to lie substantially flat against said
writing surface, and means on said article sup-
porting means for holding a writing instrument
comprising a pair of fingers spaced apart on
caid plate member at a distance greater than
the width of said writing surface.

2. A memorandum pad comprising a base of
a single stamping of sheet material having a
curved portion and a writing surface, means
disposed in said curved portion for supporting
a roll of paper, spring clip means for removably
retaining said supporting means in position,
means for retaining said paper in position on
said writing portion, article supporting means
comprising a plate member pivoted on said base
intermediate said roll and said writing surface
and rotatable to lie substantially flat against the
writing surface, a pair of fingers on said plate
member for supporting a writing instrument and
being spaced apart on said plate member by a
distance greater than the width of said writing
surface in a manner to clear the writing sur-
face when-the plate member is rotated toward
the plane of the writing surface, and position-
ing means for establishing the angle of inclina-
tion of said article supporting means.

3. A memorandum pad comprising a base
formed of a single blank sheet substantially
spoon shape in longitudinal section having a
bowl portion and s handle portion, means re-
movably disposed in the bowl portion for sup-
porting a roll of paper, means for guiding said
baper along the handle portion as the paper is
unrolled, article supporting means comprising a
Flate member, means including struck-up ears
on said base for pivotally supporting said plate
member, and a stop member for limiting the
angle of inclination of said plate member in the
direction of gaid roll supporting means but per-
mitting rotation of said plate member to lie sub-
stantially flat against the handle portion.

4. A memoérandum pad holder of the continu-
cus feed type comprising a base member having
a writing surface and a concave transverse sub-
stantially cylindrical curvature at one end there-
of, means mounted on said cylindrical curvature
for supporting a roll of writing paper, article
supporting megns comprising a plate member,
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and a pair of supperts on said writing surface
for pivotally supporting said plate member to
permit rotation of said plate member to lie sub-
stantially flat against said writing surface and
for guiding said paper on said writing surface.

5. A memorandum pad hclder comprising a
base formed from a single stamping of shest
material comprising a writing surface and a
concave portion, means for supporting a con-
tinuous strip of paper mounted on said concave
portion, article supporting means comprising a
plate member, a pair of struck-up members on
said writing surface for pivotally mounting said
plate member to permit rotation of said plate
member to lie substantially flat against said
writing surface and for guiding said strip of
paper, spring means mounted on said article
supporting means for determining the angle of
inclination of said plate member toward the
roll supperting means and for exerting a pres-
sure on said strip of paper.

6. A memorandum pad hclder comprising a
bage of a single stamping of sheet material
comprising a writing surface and a concave por-
tion, means for supporting a continuous strip
of paper comprising a pair of vertical support-
ing arms, article supporting means comprising
a plate member, means on said writing surface
for pivotally supporting said plate member above
the plane of the writing surface in a manner to
permit rotation of said plate member to lie sub-
stantially flat against the writing surface, spring
means mounted on the back of said plate mem-
ber to establish the angle of inclination of said
plate member toward said vertical arms and
for exerting a pressure on said strip of paper.

7. A memorandum pad holder comprising s
kase member having a plane writing surface and
a concave portion, means mounted in said
curved portion comprising a pair of arms for
supporting a roll of paper, spring clip means for
resiliently biasing said arms to engage said roll,
article supporting means comprising a plate
mmember, means mounted on said writing sur-
face for pivotally supporting said plate mem-
ber in a manner to permit rotation of said plate
member to lie substantially flat against said
writing surface and for guiding the paper on
said writing surface, and means mounted on
said plate member for establishing the angle of
inclination of said plate member toward said
pair of arms and for exerting a pressure on said
paper. )

8. A memorandum pad holder .comprising a
base member forming a writing surface and a
concave portion at one end of said base mem-
ber, means removably disposed in said concave
portion for supporting a roll of paper, means
for guiding said paper across said writing sur-
face as the paper is unrolled, article supporting
means comprising a plate member, means on
said base member for pivotally supporting said
plate member, and a stop member for limiting
the angle of inclination of said plate member
in the direction of. the roll supporting means
but permitting rotation of said plate member
to lie substantially flat against the writing sur-
face,

HERMAN M. MOHR,




