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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, Louls HUMMEL, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing in New
York, borough of Brooklyn, in the State of
New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Belts, of which the
following is a specification.

This invention relates to a belt as an arti-
cle of apparel; and the object of the inven-
tion is to provide a belt with a backing-strip
which underlies the buckle and is provided
with loops adjacent its ends, so that the belt
when buckled has-additional attractiveness
in its symmetrical appearance and, further,
produces an even and broad interior surface
of the belt at the buckle.

The invention consists of a belt for wear-
ing around the waist, comprising the belt-
band, a buckle at one end, a backing-strip
underlying the buckle and secured to the
belt-band adjacent the buckle, and loops—
one provided at each end of the backing-
strip—for engaging thé free end of the belt-
band and arranged each side of the buckle to
give a symmetrical appearance and a greater
support to the free end of the belt-band.

Thenovel features and construction of the
invention will be hereinafter more fully de-
seribed, and set forth in the claims, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, in which-— '

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the im-
proved belt. Fig. 2 is a horizontal longitu-

dinal sectional view on line 2 2, Fig, 1; and

Tigs. 3 and 4 are transverse vertical sections
of the belt on line 3 3 and line 4 4, respec-
tively.

Similar characters designate correspond-
ing parts. '

Referring to the drawings, A represents
the belt-band, provided at one end with the
buckle B and the backing-strip C. The strip
C may be made separate from and stitehed
to one end of the belt-band, orit maybemade
in one piece therewith, as described. The
bueckle B is secured in the usual manner to

the belt-band A, and the backing-strip C is
secured in the same operation of stitching
the backturned end ¢ of the belt-band. The
strip C is of greater width than the belt-band
and arranged so that the buckle B occupies

approximately the middle partthereof and is -

also provided atits endswith the loopscandc’,
the former of which is secured between the
backing C and the belt-band A, and the lat-
ter has its ends ¢* secured to the rear of the
strip C by passing through the opening C’
adjacent opposite edges. These loops ¢ and

¢ are adapted to receive the end A’ of the

belt-band and are arranged symmetrically in
order to give a pleasing and symmetrical ap-
pearance to the belt when buckled.

The belt of the construction herein de-
scribed possesses the usual simplicity of use
and affords an even interior surface under
the buckle and at the same time adds an at-
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tractive feature in the symmetry of its con- -

struction, as it retains the free end of the
belt-band in position on the backing-strip
without any shifting thereon.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters

Patent—.

1. A belt, consisting of a belt-band,a bue-
kle at one end thereof, a backing-strip ar-
ranged under said buckle, and secured to the
buckle end of said belt-band, and loops ar-
ranged atopposite endsof said backing-strip,
substantially as set forth..

2. A Dbelt, consisting of a belt-band, a bue-
kle, a backing - strip of greater width than
said belt-band, and arranged to lie undersaid
bueckle in an approximately central position,
and a loop at each end of said backing-strip,
substantially as set forth. '

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I have signed my name in pres-
ence of two subsecribing witnesses.

LOUIS HUMMEL.

Witnesses: :

PAUL GOEPEL,
C. BRADWAY,
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