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Description

[0001] This invention relates to clothes airers.
[0002] Rotary clothes airers are very popular at the
present time. Typically, they comprise an upright pole
and arms which radiate from the pole to provide support
directly or indirectly for clothes to be aired. In a very typ-
ical arrangement, a flexible clothes line is supported by
the radiating arms, and is arranged in a generally helical
or concentric pattern, to provide a relatively long length
of clothes line in a relatively compact space.

[0003] Usually, such rotary clothes airers are de-
signed for outside use. Typically, this involves carrying
damp or wet items of washing to the airer in a basket,
removing the items to be aired from the basket and peg-
ging them onto the line. Once the items have been dried
and aired, they are then unpegged from the line and,
more often than not, put again into a basket and carried
into the house.

[0004] Anyone who has carried out this common daily
routine will be only too well aware of the considerable
amount of bending up and down that is involved, as
items of washing are transferred between the laundry
basket and the clothes line.

[0005] GB 2 194 149 A and GB 2 282 064 A disclose
rotary airer tables that support alaundry basket adjacent
a rotary airer, the former of which represents the closest
prior art opposite the present invention.

[0006] Preferred embodiments of the present inven-
tion aim to provide clothes airers which may be im-
proved in the foregoing respects.

[0007] According to one aspect of the present inven-
tion, there is provided a clothes airer comprising an up-
right pole and arms extending therefrom to provide sup-
port directly or indirectly for clothes to be aired, the
clothes airer further comprising a collapsible table as-
sembly arranged adjacent the pole with a table move-
able between a first position in which it is stowed adja-
cent the pole and a second position in which it is sub-
stantially horizontal and spaced from the pole, to sup-
port a clothes basket or the like, said table assembly
comprising:

support means which supports the table and ex-
tends between the table and a base position at or
adjacent the lower end of the pole such that, when
said table is in said second position, said support
means extends outwardly and upwardly from said
base position to said table, with no substantially hor-
izontal table support extending from the pole at the
level of the table; and

a support leg which in use contacts the ground or
other support surface at a location spaced from the
pole, to support said table either directly or indirectly
when in said second position.

[0008]
pole.

Said table assembly may be secured to said
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[0009] Said table assembly may be secured to said
pole at or adjacent a lower end of said pole, at or just
above ground level.

[0010] Said table assembly may be supported inde-
pendently of said pole.

[0011] A clothes airer as above may further comprise
a weighted or weightable base which is arranged to be
positioned adjacent or around said pole and on which
said table assembly is mounted.

[0012] Such a base may be hollow and arranged to
be filled with water, sand or other ballast.

[0013] Preferably, said collapsible table assembly
comprises:

a. a first, elongate support part having a base end
and a free end and being pivotable at its base end
between an upright, stowed position and a lateral,
operative position; and

b. a second, elongate support part having an inner
end and an outer end and being mounted on said
first support part for movement with respect thereto
between a stored position in which it is retracted
with respect to said first support part and an oper-
ative position in which it is extended with respect to
said first support part with said outer end extending
furthest from said first support part, both laterally
and upwardly from said first support part.

[0014] Preferably, said table is provided at said outer
end of said second support part.

[0015] Preferably, said support leg has an upper end
which is connected to said first support part, second
support part and/or table and a lower end which in use
contacts the ground or other support surface to support
said table.

[0016] Preferably, said outer end of said second sup-
port part moves both laterally and upwardly from said
first support part as said second support part is moved
to extend said second support part with respect to said
first support part.

[0017] Preferably, said second support part is tele-
scopically extendable with respect to said first support
part.

[0018] Preferably, said first support part comprises a
pair of arms adapted to move as a parallel linkage.
[0019] Said support leg may connect said pair of
arms.

[0020] Preferably, said table comprises one or more
hinged leaf.

[0021] Preferably, said table is adapted to engage
around said upright pole when in said first position.
[0022] Preferably, said table is pivotally mounted so
as to be adjustable in orientation.

[0023] A clothes airer according to any of the preced-
ing aspects of the invention may further comprise a bas-
ket that in use may be supported on said table.

[0024] Preferably, said table and basket are provided
with interengaging parts to locate said basket positively
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on said table.

[0025] A clothes airer according to any of the preced-
ing aspects of the invention is preferably a rotary clothes
airer in which said arms radiate from said pole.

[0026] For a better understanding of the invention,
and to show how embodiments of the same may be car-
ried into effect, reference will now be made, by way of
example, to the accompanying diagrammatic drawings,
in which:

Figure 1 shows a collapsible table assembly fitted
to a pole of a rotary clothes airer, with the table
shown in both a stowed and a horizontal position;

Figure 1ais a thumbnail sketch of the rotary clothes
airer of Figure 1, showing its radiating arms;

Figure 2 is an enlarged detail view of part of Figure
1, showing the table in its stowed position;

Figure 3 is an enlarged detail view of part of Figure
1, showing a base part and securing means of the

table assembly;

Figure 4 is a plan view of the parts shown in Figure
3

Figure 5 is an enlarged detail view of an alternative
base part and securing means;

Figure 6 is a plan view of the parts shown in Figure
5;

Figure 7 is a view similar to Figure 5 but showing
an alternative base part and securing means;

Figure 8 is a plan view of the parts shown in Figure
7;

Figure 9 is an end view of a table assembly with the
table in an operative position;

Figure 10 is a view similar to Figure 1, but showing
an alternative table assembily;

Figure 11 is a view similar to Figure 10, but showing
another alternative table assembly;

Figure 11a is an enlarged detail view of part of the
assembly of Figure 11;

Figure 12a is a view similar to Figure 7 but showing
an alternative base part and securing means;

Figure 12b is a plan view of one of the parts shown
in Figure 12a;

Figure 13a is a plan view of a rotary clothes airer
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showing a table stowed;
Figure 13b is a plan view of a table operational;

Figure 14 is an end view similar to Figure 9, but
showing a telescopically extendable table in an op-
erational position;

Figure 15 is an end view of the table assembly of
Figure 14, with the telescopically extendable table
in a stowed position;

Figure 16 is a plan view of a pole stabiliser;

Figure 17 is a side elevation of the pole stabiliser of
Figure 16;

Figure 18 is a side elevation of an alternative pole
stabiliser;

Figure 19 is a view similar to Figure 11, but showing
a yet further alternative table assembly; and

Figure 20 is a detailed view of part of a modified
arrangement of the table assembly of Figure 19.

[0027] In the figures, like reference numerals denote
like or corresponding parts.

[0028] The collapsible table assembly 1 that is shown
in Figures 1 to 4 is fitted to the lower part of an upright
pole 2 of a rotary clothes airer having arms 25 which
radiate from the pole 2 to provide support directly or in-
directly for clothes to be aired. The table assembly 1 is
moveable between a first, stowed position A in which it
is generally upright and close to the pole 2, and a second
position B in which the table 10 is substantially horizon-
tal and spaced from the pole 2. With the table 10 in this
latter position B, a laundry basket 90 can be supported
conveniently on the table 10, making it much easier to
transfer items of washing between the basket 90 and
the clothes line of the rotary clothes airer.

[0029] The table 10 is preferably provided with a rim
14 which is upstanding when the table 10 is in its sub-
stantially horizontal position B. The rim 14 serves to pre-
vent a laundry basket from being accidentally dislodged
from the table 10.

[0030] If desired, a special laundry basket 90 may be
provided for use with the table 10, of dimensions to cor-
respond with the open surface of the table 10, and/or
provided with interengaging parts on the table 10 and/
or laundry basket 90, to locate the laundry basket 90
positively on the table 10 and/or retain the laundry bas-
ket 90 on the table 10.

[0031] The table assembly 1 comprises a base part
20 and securing means 30 for securing the base part 20
to the upright pole 2 of the rotary clothes airer. As may
be seen in Figure 1, the base part 20 is mounted at a
base position at or adjacent the lower end of the upright
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pole 2, at or just above ground level. Support means for
the table 10 comprises first and second support arms
40 and 50. First support arm 40 has a first end 41 piv-
otally mounted on the base part 20 and supports the ta-
ble 10 at a second end 42. Second support arm 50 has
afirstend 51 which is also pivotally mounted on the base
part 20, and has a second end 52 which is pivotally con-
nected to a support leg 60.

[0032] The support leg 60 serves to connect the first
and second support arms 40, 50. To this end, an upper
end 61 of the support leg 60 is pivotally secured to a
connection block 70 which is mounted on the first sup-
port arm 40. The second end 52 of the second support
arm 50 is pivotally connected to the support leg 60 at a
point intermediate its upper and lower ends 61, 62. The
lower end 62 of the support leg 60 engages the ground
5, and may be provided with a foot 63 or other ground-
engaging portion.

[0033] It will be appreciated that the first and second
support arms 40 and 50, together with their pivotal con-
nections to the support leg 60 and the base part 20, form
a kind of parallel linkage, in that the first and second
support arms 40 and 50 pivot upwardly and downwardly
together about the base part 20, whilst pivotally connect-
ed by the support leg 60.

[0034] The first support arm 40 is telescopically ex-
tendable, and comprises a first, outer section 43 in
which a second, inner section 44 is arranged to slide.
The outer section 43 is of generally rectangular shape
in cross-section, whilst the inner section 44 is of gener-
ally rectangular U-section. Both sections 43 and 44 may
be of aluminium.

[0035] A spring-loaded pin 71 is mounted in the con-
nection block 70, with a ring 72 to pull the pin 71 out-
wardly from the block 70 against the resilient bias of a
spring 73. The shaft of the pin 71 passes through reg-
istering apertures in both the block 70 and the outer sec-
tion 43 of the first support arm 40. The pin 71 has a head
74 which may be engaged selectively in one of a plurality
of holes 45 formed in the inner section 44 of the first
support arm 40. The head 74 of the pin 71 is urged into
a selected one of the holes 45 under the resilient bias
of the spring 73.

[0036] Thus, thefirst supportarm 40 may be telescop-
ically adjusted in length, by pulling the ring 72 outwardly,
thus allowing the inner arm section 44 to slide within the
outer arm section 43 to a desired position. The sections
43 and 44 may be locked at a desired position by re-
leasing the ring 72 to allow the pin 71 to engage a re-
spective one of the holes 45 in the inner section 44.
[0037] If desired, only a single hole 45 may be provid-
ed, corresponding to the maximum extension of the first
support arm 40. A further hole 45 may be provided to
lock the two sections 43, 44 together in the fully retracted
position of the support arm 40. A plurality of holes 45
may be provided at predetermined positions along the
inner section 44, to provide different degrees of exten-
sion of the first support arm 40, in any of which the sec-
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tions 43, 44 can be locked.

[0038] The connection block 70 also comprises a piv-
ot pin 78 on which the upper end 61 of the support leg
60 is pivotally mounted.

[0039] Alternatives to the spring-loaded pin 71 ar-
rangement may be provided for controlling extension of
the telescopic sections 43 and 44 - for example, a friction
washer engaging both sections 43 and 44 may prevent-
ing sliding telescopic movement thereof without appli-
cation of a minimum predetermined force.

[0040] The table 10 is connected to the inner section
44 of the first support arm 40 by means of a further con-
nection block 80. This is mounted on the inner section
44 and comprises a pivot pin 81 which passes through
opposing side members of the block 80 and also through
an aperture on the underside of a central table portion
11. The table 10 can then pivot when in use, until the
underside of central table portion 11 abuts a height-ad-
justment screw 88.

[0041] The table 10 comprises the central portion 11
and two side portions 12 which are pivotally mounted
on the central portion 11 at pivot points 13, to provide
folding leaves of the table 10. Thus, in the stowed posi-
tion A shown in Figures 1 and 2, the table 10 is substan-
tially upright, with its side leaves 12 folded around the
upright pole 2 of the rotary clothes airer, and typically
also around the stowed radiating arms of the rotary
clothes airer (not shown in Figures 1 to 4, but visible in
the alternative embodiment shown in Figure 13a).
Means may be provided for tying or securing the table
side portions 12 together temporarily in this stowed po-
sition, around the pole 2 - for example, by straps or clips.
[0042] With the table assembly 1 in the extended po-
sition shown in Figure 1, the table 10 occupies position
B, in which the side portions 12 are folded down to be
substantially horizontal, coplanar with the central por-
tion 11. As shown in Figure 1, in the table position B, the
table 10 has pivoted on the connector block 80, until the
height-adjustment screw 88 bears against the under-
side of the central table portion 11.

[0043] A bifurcate member 85 supports the table side
portions 12 when in the substantially horizontal position
B, and acts on the side portions 12 to cause them to fold
automatically around the pole 2, as the table 10 is
brought into its stowed position A.

[0044] The mechanism of the supportarms 40, 50 and
support leg 60 is such that, as the table 10 is moved
downwardly, the support leg 60 is automatically moved
into its operational position. The support leg 60 could
optionally be provided with means of absorbing shock
loading, such as, for example, a rubber foot or spring.
Alternatively or additionally, the support leg 60 could be
telescopically adjustable in length.

[0045] The table 10is provided with a pivotally mount-
ed handle 15, for manoeuvring the table assembly 1 be-
tween its stowed and extended positions.

[0046] The base part 20 is shown in enlarged detail
in Figures 3 and 4, and comprises side members 23 be-
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tween which the first and second support arms 40 and
50 are secured by respective pivot pins 21 and 22.
[0047] The securing means 30 comprises a pair of
clamps 31, each having a first jaw 33 which is fixed with
respect to the base part 20, and a second jaw 34 which
is pivotally mounted by means of a ball and socket type
joint 35 on the fixed jaw 33.

[0048] Each of the jaws 33, 34 has an outwardly
turned flange 35, 36, formed with a respective aperture
through which the shank of a bolt 37 passes, to engage
a nut 38. As the bolt 37 and nut 38 are tightened, the
jaws 33 and 34 are progressively clamped around the
upright pole 2 of the rotary clothes airer. In this config-
uration, the securing means 13 may be adapted to se-
cure the base part 20 to poles 2 of varying diameters.
[0049] Preferably, the outwardly turned flange 36 of
the moveable jaw 34 is formed with a portion to define
parallel side walls to receive corresponding walls of the
nut 38 as a close fit, and thereby prevent the nut 38 from
turning.

[0050] Figures 5 and 6 illustrate an alternative base
part and securing means.

[0051] An upper pair of side members 123 of a springy
material are secured together by a pair of pivot pins 21,
22 (for the support arms 40, 50 respectively), and a pair
of nuts and bolts 124 passing through respective holes
in the side members 123.

[0052] The upper and lower pairs of side members
123 are tied together by a spacer member 126, at one
side of pole 2. At the opposite side of pole 2, a member
127 of substantially T-section is secured between the
side members 123 by means of the bolts 124, which
pass through respective aperture 125 in the central web
of the member 127.

[0053] In the alternative embodiment shown in Fig-
ures 7 and 8, the side members 123 of Figures 5 and 6
are replaced by side members 128 and 129, which are
joined together by means of a hinge 132. Side members
128 are tied together by a pair of pivot pins 21, 22 about
a spacer member 126 at one side of the pole 2, in much
the same manner as in Figures 5 and 6. However, they
are also joined at an inner end by a plate 131, which is
secured to one half of the hinge 132. The other half of
the hinge 132 is secured to another plate 130 which ties
together opposing ends of side members 129, which in
turn are secured tightly around the pole 2 and a spacer
127 by means of nuts and bolts 124.

[0054] Thus, with the illustrated mounting arrange-
ment secured firmly about the pole 2, the support arms
40 and 50 may pivot laterally about the hinge 132, to
afford increased flexibility in positioning the table 10 and
thus the associated laundry basket 90, when in use.
[0055] Figure 9 is an end view of a table assembly
generally along the lines illustrated in Figures 1 to 4,
showing the table 10 in an operative, substantially hor-
izontal position. The support leg 60 is provided with a
foot 63, which may have wheels attached.

[0056] Figure 10 shows a collapsible table assembly
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that is generally similar to that shown in Figure 1, but
which is of a somewhat different construction. Common
parts, which carry the same reference numerals in Fig-
ures 1 and 10, will not be described again in detail, since
they provide the same function as has already been de-
scribed.

[0057] The difference in construction in the embodi-
ment of Figure 10 lies principally in the provision of two
support arms 140 and 150, which replace the support
arms 40, 50, of Figure 1.

[0058] In Figure 10, the first support arm 140 is pivot-
ally mounted at 41 so as to be moveable between an
upright stowed position (table 10 in position A) and a
lateral, operative position (table 10 in position B). The
support arm 140 affords a hollow channel 141 in which
aroller assembly 160 may travel between end stops 142
and 143.

[0059] The support leg 60 is carried on the roller as-
sembly 160, and is telescopically (or otherwise) adjust-
able in length. The support leg 60 is, for example, pro-
vided with a hinge 170 such that it may pivot between
stowed and operational positions. At its lower end, the
support leg 60 carries a ground-engaging roller 63.
[0060] The further supportarm 150 is pivotally mount-
ed on the support leg 60, optionally by the same pivot
means that mounts the roller 63. The support arm 150
passes through an aperture 145 at a free end 144 of the
arm 140, which aperture 145 is bounded by an upper
roller 146 and a lower roller 147. The arm 150 has an
outer end 152 on which the table 10 is mounted, in a
manner generally similar to that as illustrated in Figure 1.
[0061] To move the table 10 from its stowed position
A to its operative position B, the user grabs the handle
15 and pulls the table assembly downwardly, such that
the firstarm 140 pivots downwardly about the pivot point
41, from its illustrated upright, stowed position to its il-
lustrated lateral, operative position. At the same time,
the further arm 150 is pulled laterally outwardly from the
first arm 140 until, in the operative table position B, the
further arm 150 is extended from the first arm 140, both
laterally and upwardly from the first arm 140.

[0062] During this movement, the roller assembly 160
travels along the channel provided in the first arm 140,
and the second arm 150 passes through the aperture
145 provided at the free end 144 of the first arm 140,
optionally engaging the rollers 146, 147. The wheel 63
engages the ground to facilitate travelling of the roller
assembly 160 and extension of the second arm 150
from the first arm 140. In the operative table position B,
a depending lug 153 on the further arm 150 engages
the lower roller 147, to locate the arm 150 positively with
respect to the arm 140.

[0063] To return the table 10 to its stowed position A,
the handle 15 is again grasped by the user, and the table
10 is pushed upwardly and inwardly. The roller assem-
bly 160 travels back inside the first arm 140, and the
whole assembly eventually occupies the stowed posi-
tion as illustrated in Figure 10, with the table in stowed
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position A.

[0064] A spacer 24 serves to locate the base part 20
a predetermined distance above ground level.

[0065] The table assembly that is shown in Figure 11
operates in a very similar manner to that shown in Figure
10. However, it is of a somewhat different construction.
[0066] In Figure 11, the first arm 140 of Figure 10 is
replaced by a pair of arms 240, 250, which are respec-
tively pivotally mounted at 41 and 51, and hingedly con-
nected to support leg 60 to form a parallel linkage, rather
similar to the arms 40, 50, of Figure 1, At its foot, the
support leg 60 carries a roller 63.

[0067] A further arm 350 corresponds generally to the
further arm 150 of Figure 10, and carries the table 10 at
a free end 352 thereof. The lower end of the further arm
350 is pivotally mounted on a roller assembly 260, which
is adapted for sliding movement along the arm 250, with
upper and lower rollers respectively in contact with the
upper and lower surfaces of the arm 250.

[0068] As seen in Figure 11a, the upper end of the
support leg 60 is pivotally secured to the first arm 240
at pivot point 245, and affords an aperture 64 through
which the further arm 350 protrudes. The further arm
350 carries a series of depending lugs 351, which may
selectively engage in a recess 65 provided in a cross-
member of the support leg 60, to locate the further arm
350 in a selected position with respect to the first and
second arms 240, 250. It will be appreciated that, by en-
gaging differentlugs 351 in the recess 65, the inclination
of the further arm 350 with respect to the arms 240, 250
may be adjusted.

[0069] Figures 12a and 12b show an alternative base
part 20 for use in the collapsible table assembly of Fig-
ure 1, or equally for use with other embodiments with
suitable modifications where necessary.

[0070] In Figures 12a and 12b, a ring 324 is secured
around the pole 2. The ring 324 comprises two halves
which are pivoted at 325 and carry flanges 326 through
which a bolt 327 passes to be secured by a nut 328 and
thereby clamp the ring 324 firmly around the pole 2.
[0071] Supported above the ring 324, on which it
rests, is an upper support member 323 which passes
around the pole 2 and provides pivot point 41 for mount-
ing the first support arm 40 of Figure 1. The upper sup-
port member 323 is tied to a lower support member 322
by a tie member 321. The lower support member 322
similarly passes around the pole 2 and affords pivot
point 51 for the second support arm 50 of Figure 1.
[0072] The support members 322, 323 are a loose fit
around the pole 2, such that they may rotate freely about
the pole, through a full 360°. Thus, in use, the table 10
may be pivoted around the pole 2 to any desired angular
position.

[0073] Figure 13ais a plan view to show the table 10
stowed around the pole 2, and also shows the radiating
arms 102 which support a clothes line 103. Of course,
in the view of Figure 13a, the radiating arms 102 are
stowed in a substantially upright position, adjacent the
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pole 2.

[0074] The view of Figure 13b shows the table 10 in
an operational position.

[0075] Figure 14 is a view similar to Figure 9, but
showing a telescopically extendable table 110 in an op-
erational position. Figure 15 is a similar view, but show-
ing the telescopically extendable table in a stowed po-
sition. Thus, the table 110 has a central portion 111, and
two outer portions 112 which may slide in and out of the
centre portion 111, between the positions illustrated in
Figures 14 and 15.

[0076] The pole stabiliser 400 shown in Figures 16
and 17 comprises an annular base plate 401 which is
formed with apertures 402 and mounts an upright collar
403. The base plate 401 may be secured to the ground
by means of long nails 404 or the like passing through
the apertures 402. The collar 403 provides a mounting
for the pole 2 of a rotary airer. In the illustrated arrange-
ment, the collar 403 preferably mounts side members
423 which afford pivot points 41, 51 for the support arms
40, 50 of the table assembly of Figure 1 (or correspond-
ing parts of alternative table assemblies).

[0077] As seenin Figure 16, the base plate 401 com-
prises a left part and a right part which have flanges
which interlock at 405, and may be bolted together. Like-
wise, the collar 403 is formed of a left part and a right
part having overlapping flanges 406 which again inter-
lock and/or could be bolted together.

[0078] AsseeninFigure 17, the base of the collar 403
defines an annular recess 407 with which the base plate
401 engages, to allow rotation of the collar 403 with re-
spect to the base plate 401, and therefore angular
movement of a table 10 secured via the side members
423.

[0079] In the alternative pole stabiliser 500 of Figure
18, a base plate 501 is secured to the ground by means
of long nails 504 or the like passing through apertures
502 in the base plate 501. In addition, a flanged earth
spike 510 penetrates the ground, and provides a socket
511 to receive the pole 2 of a rotary clothes airer. The
flanged earth spike 510 may be driven through a central
aperture in the base plate 501, or alternatively formed
integrally with the base plate 501.

[0080] The table assembly 600 shown in Figure 19 is
generally similar to that of Figure 11. However, in Figure
19, the table 10 is mounted in a different manner. At one
side, it is pivotally mounted at 601 on the outer end of
the further arm 350. At an opposite side, it is pivotally
mounted at 602 to a pair of rods 603 between which is
mounted a roller (not shown) of an assembly 604, which
roller engages selectively into one of a series of recess-
es 355 provided on the support arm 350. By engaging
the roller assembly 604 into different recesses 355, the
level of the table 10 may be adjusted to suit ground gra-
dient.

[0081] In all embodiments of invention, the surface of
table 10 may be perforated to reduce wind resistance.
Alternatively or additionally, the table 10 may be provid-
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ed with a drawer for the storage of clothes pegs. Resil-
ient bias means may be provided for resiliently biasing
the table assembly into its stowed position, its opera-
tional position, or both of these positions. The illustrated
table assemblies may be manufactured from any suita-
ble material(s).

[0082] Although it is particularly convenient to attach
the illustrated table assemblies to an associated rotary
clothes airer, they could alternatively be supported in-
dependently - for example, to a base 700 comprising a
water-filled container, as illustrated in Figure 20.
[0083] In Figure 20, the upright pole 2 of the clothes
airer passes through the base 700 to enter the ground
(or pre-formed socket) below ground level 701. To this
end, the base 700 is provided with a hole for the pole 2
to pass through, or is formed with an open recess such
that the base may be fitted around the pole 2 if already
in position. A further upright member 702 engages in a
respective hole provided in the base 700, optionally also
to engage the ground or a pre-formed socket therein, or
may alternatively be secured to the base 700, either in-
tegrally or by a fixing means. The arms 240, 250 of the
airer of Figure 19 are pivotally mounted on the upright
member 702, or alternatively may be pivotally mounted
directly on the base 700. In other respects, the embod-
iment of Figure 20 operates in a similar manner to the
embodiment of Figure 19, and engages around or adja-
cent the upright pole 2 when in a stowed position. It will
be appreciated that other embodiments of the invention
may also be readily adapted to the arrangement of wa-
ter-filled (or other weighted) base 700. An advantage of
using such a base is that less forces are transmitted to
the pole 2, and there is less likelihood of any galvanic
corrosive action should the pole 2 and table attachment
be of differing metals.

[0084] Thus, the above described embodiments of
the invention provide a convenient means of supporting
a laundry basket at a convenient height, whilst laundry
items are transferred to and from the clothes line of the
rotary clothes airer.

[0085] Most modern rotary clothes airers have radiat-
ing arms which can pivot freely about the upright pole
of the airer, for convenience of loading and unloading of
washing items. For this reason, it would usually be un-
necessary to mount the table assembly 1 on the upright
pole 2 such that the table 10 may be pivoted around the
pole 2 to a desired angular position. However, if desired,
such a feature may readily be provided.

[0086] Although the illustrated embodiments of the in-
vention are shown as attachments for rotary clothes air-
ers, they may be built into a rotary clothes airer as an
item of original equipment.

[0087] The mechanism of the collapsible table as-
sembly 1 may be connected to the radiating arms of the
associated rotary clothes airer such that, as the table 10
is pulled down by a user from its stowed position A to
its operational position B, the radiating arms are simul-
taneously moved from a stowed, upright position to an
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operational, radiating position.

[0088] In this specification, terms of absolute orienta-
tion are used conveniently to denote the usual orienta-
tion of items in normal use and/or as shown in the ac-
companying drawings. However, such items could be
disposed in other orientations, and in the context of this
specification, terms of absolute orientation, such as "up-
per", "lower", "top", "bottom", "left", "right", "vertical" or
"horizontal", etc. are to be construed accordingly, to in-
clude such alternative orientations.

[0089] In this specification, the verb "comprise" has
its normal dictionary meaning, to denote non-exclusive
inclusion. That is, use of the word "comprise" (or any of
its derivatives) to include one feature or more, does not
exclude the possibility of also including further features.

Claims

1. A clothes airer comprising an upright pole (2) and
arms (25) extending therefrom to provide support
directly or indirectly for clothes to be aired, the
clothes airer further comprising a collapsible table
assembly (1) arranged adjacent the pole (2) with a
table (10) moveable between a first position in
which it is stowed adjacent the pole (2) and a sec-
ond position in which it is substantially horizontal
and spaced from the pole (2), to support a clothes
basket or the like, characerised in that said table
assembly (1) comprises:

support means (40,50) which supports the ta-
ble (10) and extends between the table (10) and
a base position at or adjacent the lower end of
the pole (2) such that, when said table (10) is
in said second position, said support means
(40,50) extends outwardly and upwardly from
said base position to said table (10), with no
substantially horizontal table support extending
from the pole (2) at the level of the table (10);
and

a support leg (60) which in use contacts the
ground (5) or other support surface at a location
spaced from the pole (2), to support said table
(10) either directly or indirectly when in said
second position.

2. A clothes airer according to claim 1, wherein said
table assembly (1) is secured to said pole (2).

3. A clothes airer according to claim 2, wherein said
table assembly (1) is secured to said pole (2) at or
adjacent a lower end of said pole (2), at or just
above ground (5) level.

4. A clothes airer according to claim 1, wherein said
table assembly (1) is supported independently of
said pole (2).
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A clothes airer according to claim 4, further com-
prising a weighted or weightable base (700) which
is arranged to be positioned adjacent or around said
pole (2) and on which said table assembly (1) is
mounted.

A clothes airer according to claim 5, wherein said
base (700) is hollow and arranged to be filled with
water, sand or other ballast.

A clothes airer according to any of the preceding
claims, wherein said collapsible table assembly (1)
comprises:

a. a first, elongate support part (43) having a
base end (41) and a free end and being pivot-
able at its base end (41) between an upright,
stowed position and a lateral, operative posi-
tion; and

b. a second, elongate support part (44) having
an inner end and an outer end (42) and being
mounted on said first support part (43) for
movement with respect thereto between a
stored position in which it is retracted with re-
spect to said first support part (43) and an op-
erative position in which it is extended with re-
spect to said first support part (43) with said out-
er end (42) extending furthest from said first
support part (43), both laterally and upwardly
from said first support part (43).

A clothes airer according to claim 7, wherein said
table (10) is provided at said outer end (42) of said
second support part (44).

A clothes airer according to claim 7 or 8, wherein
said support leg (60) has an upper end (61) which
is connected to said first support part (43), second
support part (44) and/or table (10) and a lower end
(62) which in use contacts the ground (5) or other
support surface to support said table (10).

A clothes airer according to claim 7, 8 or 9, wherein
said outer end (42) of said second support part (44)
moves both laterally and upwardly from said first
support part (43) as said second support part (44)
is moved to extend said second support part (44)
with respect to said first support part (43).

A clothes airer according to any of claims 7 to 10,
wherein said second support part (44) is telescopi-
cally extendable with respect to said first support
part (43).

A clothes airer according to any of claims 7 to 11,
wherein said first support part (43) comprises a pair
of arms (43,50) adapted to move as a parallel link-
age.
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A clothes airer according to claim 12, wherein said
support leg (60) connects said pair of arms (43,50).

A clothes airer according to any of the preceding
claims, wherein said table (10) comprises one or
more hinged leaf (12).

A clothes airer according to claim 14, wherein said
table (10) is adapted to engage around said upright
pole (2) when in said first position.

A clothes airer according to any of the preceding
claims, wherein said table (10) is pivotally mounted
so as to be adjustable in orientation.

A clothes airer according to any of the preceding
claims, further comprising a basket (90) that in use
may be supported on said table (10).

A clothes airer according to claim 17, wherein said
table (10) and basket (90) are provided with inter-
engaging parts to locate said basket (90) positively
on said table (10).

A clothes airer according to any of the preceding
claims, being a rotary clothes airer in which said
arms (25) radiate from said pole (2).

Patentanspriiche

1.

Wasche-Liftungsgestell mit einer aufrechten Stan-
ge (2) und Armen (25), die sich ausgehend von die-
ser erstrecken, um eine direkte oder indirekte Stut-
ze fir zu liftende Kleidung zur Verfligung zu stellen,
wobei das Wasche-Liftungsgestell des weiteren ei-
ne zusammenklappbare Tischanordnung (1), die
angrenzend an die Stange (2) angeordnet ist, mit
einem Tisch (10) umfalit, der zwischen einer ersten
Position, in der er angrenzend an die Stange (2)
verstaut ist, und einer zweiten Position beweglich
ist, in der er im wesentlichen horizontal und beab-
standet von der Stange (2) angeordnetist, um einen
Wéschekorb oder dergleichen zu stltzen, dadurch
gekennzeichnet, daB die Tischanordnung (1) um-
faldt:

Stltzmittel (40,50), die den Tisch (10) stiitzen
und sich zwischen dem Tisch (10) und einer Ba-
sisposition an dem oder angrenzend an das un-
tere Ende der Stange (2) erstrecken, so daB,
wenn der Tisch (10) sich in der zweiten Position
befindet, sich die Stiitzmittel (40,50) nach au-
Ren und aufwarts von der Basisposition zu dem
Tisch (10) erstrecken, wobei keine im wesent-
lichen horizontale Tischstutze sich von der
Stange (2) in Hohe des Tisches (10) erstreckt;
und
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einen StutzfulR (60), der beim Gebrauch den
Boden (5) oder eine andere Stutzflache an ei-
nem Ort, beabstandet von der Stange (2), be-
rihrt, um den Tisch (10) entweder direkt oder
indirekt zu stlitzen, wenn er in der zweiten Po-
sition ist.

Wasche-Luftungsgestell nach Anspruch 1, wobei
die Tischanordnung (1) an der Stange (2) befestigt
ist.

Wasche-Luftungsgestell nach Anspruch 2, wobei
die Tischanordnung (1) an der Stange (2) an einem
oder angrenzend an ein unteres Ende der Stange
(2) auf oder gerade tber Bodenhdhe (5) befestigt
ist.

Wasche-Luftungsgestell nach Anspruch 1, wobei
die Tischanordnung (1) unabhangig von der Stange
(2) gestitzt wird.

Wasche-Liftungsgestell nach Anspruch 4, des wei-
teren umfassend eine beschwerte oder beschwer-
bare Basis (700), die angeordnet ist, um angren-
zend an oder um die Stange (2) positioniert zu wer-
den, und auf der die Tischanordnung (1) montiert
ist.

Wasche-Liftungsgestell nach Anspruch 5, wobei
die Basis (700) hohl ausgebildet und angeordnet
ist, um mit Wasser, Sand oder anderem Ballast ge-
fullt zu werden.

Wasche-Luftungsgestell nach einem der vorherge-
henden Anspriche, wobei die zusammenklappbare
Tischanordnung (1) umfaft:

a. ein erstes verlangertes Stltzteil (43) mit ei-
nem Basisende (41) und einem freien Ende,
wobei das erste Stitzteil (43) an dessen Basi-
sende (41) zwischen einer aufrechten, verstau-
ten Position und einer seitlichen Betriebsposi-
tion drehbar ist; und

b. ein zweites, verlangertes Stitzteil (44) mit ei-
nem inneren Ende und einem &uReren Ende
(42), wobei das zweite Stitzteil (44) auf dem
ersten Stutzteil (43) zur Bewegung in bezug auf
dieses zwischen einer verstauten Position, in
welcher es hinsichtlich des ersten Stitzteils
(43) eingezogenist, und einer Betriebsposition,
in der es hinsichtlich des ersten Stitzteils (43)
mitdem duferen Ende (42) verlangertist, mon-
tiert ist, wobei das aulere Ende (42) sich am
weitesten entfernt von dem ersten Stiitzteil (43)
erstreckt, sowohl seitlich als auch aufwérts von
dem ersten Stiitzteil (43).

8. Wasche-Liftungsgestell nach Anspruch 7, wobei
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10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

der Tisch (10) an dem duReren Ende (42) des zwei-
ten Stitzteils (44) vorgesehen ist.

Wasche-Liftungsgestell nach Anspruch 7 oder 8,
wobei der Stiitzful® (60) ein oberes Ende (61), das
mit dem ersten Stitzteil (43), dem zweiten Stitzteil
(44) und/oder dem Tisch (10) verbunden ist, und ein
unteres Ende (62) aufweist, das beim Gebrauch
den Boden (5) oder eine andere Stitzflache zur
Stitzung des Tisches (10) berihrt.

Wasche-Liiftungsgestell nach Anspruch 7, 8 oder
9, wobei das dulRere Ende (42) des zweiten Stiitz-
teils (44) sich sowohl seitlich als auch aufwérts von
dem ersten Stitzteil (43) bewegt, wenn das zweite
Stitzteil (44) bewegt wird, um das zweite Stutzteil
(44) hinsichtlich des ersten Stutzteils (43) zu ver-
langern.

Wasche-Liftungsgestell nach einem der Anspri-
che 7 bis 10, wobei das zweite Stitzteil (44) hin-
sichtlich des ersten Stitzteils (43) teleskopartig ver-
langerbar ist.

Wasche-Liftungsgestell nach einem der Anspri-
che 7 bis 11, wobei das erste Stitzteil (43) ein Paar
Arme (43,50) umfalit, die ausgebildet sind, um sich
als parallele Verbindung zu bewegen.

Wasche-Liftungsgestell nach Anspruch 12, wobei
der Stutzful® (60) das Paar Arme (43,50) verbindet.

Waésche-Liftungsgestell nach einem der vorherge-
henden Anspriiche, wobei der Tisch (10) ein oder
mehrere angelenkte Tischplatten (12) umfafit.

Wasche-Liiftungsgestell nach Anspruch 14, wobei
der Tisch (10) ausgebildet ist, um in der ersten Po-
sition um die aufrechte Stange (2) einzugreifen.

Wasche-Liftungsgestell nach einem der vorherge-
henden Anspriiche, wobei der Tisch (10) drehbar
montiert ist, um hinsichtlich der Ausrichtung ein-
stellbar zu sein.

Ein Wasche-Liftungsgestell nach einem der vor-
hergehenden Anspriiche, des weiteren umfassend
einen Korb (90), der beim Gebrauch auf dem Tisch
(10) abgestiitzt werden kann.

Waésche-Liuftungsgestell nach Anspruch 17, wobei
der Tisch (10) und der Korb (90) mit ineinandergrei-
fenden Teilen ausgestattet sind, um den Korb (90)
sicher an dem Tisch (10) anzuordnen.

Wasche-Llftungsgestell nach einem der vorherge-
henden Anspriiche, das als ein Rotations-Wasche-
Laftungsgestell ausgebildet ist, bei dem die Arme
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(25) sich von der Stange (2) strahlenférmig ausbrei-
ten.

Revendications

Aérateur pour vétements comprenant un poteau
droit (2) et des bras (25) s'étendant de celui-ci pour
fournir un support de maniere directe ou indirecte a
des vétements devant étre aérés, I'aérateur de vé-
tements comprenant de plus un ensemble de table
pliante (1) arrangé de maniére adjacente au poteau
(2) avec une table (10) déplacable entre une pre-
miére position dans laquelle elle est rangée de ma-
niére adjacente au poteau (2) et une seconde posi-
tion dans laquelle elle est sensiblement horizontale
et éloignée dudit poteau (2), afin de supporter un
panier a linges ou de méme, caractérisé en ce que
ledit ensemble de table (1) comprend :

des moyens de support (40, 50) qui supportent
la table (10) et s'étendent entre la table (10) et
une position de base sur, ou adjacente a, I'ex-
trémité inférieure du poteau (2) de maniére a
ce que, quand ladite table est dans ladite se-
conde position, lesdits moyens de support (40,
50) s'étendent extérieurement et vers le haut
de ladite position de base vers ladite table (10),
sans aucun support de table sensiblement ho-
rizontal s'étendant du poteau (2) au niveau de
la table (10) ; et

une jambe de support (60) qui, en fonctionne-
ment, est en contact avec le sol (5) ou une autre
surface de support sur un emplacement éloi-
gné dudit poteau (2), afin de supporter ladite
table (10) soit directement soit indirectement
quand elle est dans ladite seconde position.

Aérateur pour vétements selon la revendication 1,
caractérisé en ce que ledit ensemble de table (1)
est fixé audit poteau (2).

Aérateur pour vétements selon la revendication 2,
caractérisé en ce que ledit ensemble de table (1)
est fixé audit poteau (2) sur ou, de maniére adja-
cente a, une extrémité inférieure dudit poteau (2),
au ou, juste en dessous du, niveau du sol (5).

Aérateur pour vétements selon la revendication 1,
caractérisé en ce que ledit ensemble de table (1)
est supporté indépendamment dudit poteau (2).

Aérateur pour vétements selon la revendication 4,
comprenant de plus une base lestée ou lestable
(700) qui est arrangée pour étre positionnée de ma-
niére adjacente ou autour dudit poteau (2) et sur
laquelle ledit ensemble de table (1) est monté.
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Aérateur pour vétements selon la revendication 5,
caractérisé en ce que ladite base (700) est creuse
etdisposée de maniére a étre remplie avec de I'eau,
du sable ou un autre produit de lestage.

Aérateur pour vétements selon l'une des revendi-
cations précédentes, caractérisé en ce que ledit
ensemble de table pliante (1) comprend :

a. une premiére partie de support allongée (43)
ayant une extrémité de base (41) et une extré-
mité libre et étant pivotable par son extrémité
de base (41) entre une position rangée droite
et une position fonctionnelle latérale ; et

b. une seconde partie de support allongée (44)
ayant une extrémité intérieure et une extrémité
extérieure (42) et étant montée sur ladite pre-
miére partie de support (43) pour permettre un
mouvement par rapport a celle-ci entre une po-
sition entreposée dans laquelle elle est rétrac-
tée par rapport a ladite premiére partie de sup-
port (43) et une position fonctionnelle dans la-
quelle elle est étendue par rapport a ladite pre-
miére partie de support (43) avec ladite extré-
mité extérieure (42) s'étendant le plus loin pos-
sible de ladite premiere partie de support (43),
aussi bien latéralement que vers le haut de la-
dite premiére partie de support (43).

Aérateur pour vétements selon la revendication 7,
caractérisé en ce que ladite table (10) est prévue
sur ladite extrémité extérieure (42) de ladite secon-
de partie de support (44).

Aérateur pour vétements selon la revendication 7
ou 8, caractérisé en ce que ladite jambe de sup-
port (60) a une extrémité supérieure (61) qui est
connectée a ladite premiére partie de support (43),
ladite seconde partie de support (44) et/ou la table
(10) et une extrémité inférieure (62), qui, en fonc-
tionnement, est en contact avec le sol (5) ou toute
autre surface de support pour supporter ladite table
(10).

Aérateur pour vétements selon la revendication 7,
8 ou 9, caractérisé en ce que ladite extrémité ex-
térieure (42) de ladite seconde partie de support
(44) se déplace aussi bien latéralement que ascen-
tionnellement de ladite premiere partie de support
(43) comme ladite seconde partie de support (44)
est déplacée pour allonger ladite seconde partie de
support (44) par rapport a ladite premiéere partie de
support (43).

Aérateur pour vétements selon I'une des revendi-
cations 7 a 10, caractérisé en ce que ladite secon-
de partie de support (44) est allongeable de maniée-
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re télescopique par rapport a ladite premiére partie
de support (43).

Aérateur pour vétements selon l'une des revendi-
cations 7 a 10, caractérisé en ce que ladite pre-
miére partie de support (43) comprend une paire de
bras (43, 50), adaptée pour se déplacer comme un
lien paralléle.

Aérateur pour vétements selon la revendication 12,
caractérisé en ce que ladite jambe de support (60)
est en connexion avec ladite paire de bras (43, 50).

Aérateur pour vétements selon l'une des revendi-
cations précédentes, caractérisé en ce que ladite
table (10) comprend un ou plusieurs battants a
charniéres (12).

Aérateur pour vétements selon la revendication 14,
caractérisé en ce que ladite table (10) est adaptée
pour s'engager autour dudit poteau droit (2) quand
elle est dans ladite premiére position.

Aérateur pour vétements selon l'une des revendi-
cations précédentes, caractérisé en ce que ladite
table (10) est montée de maniére pivotante afin
d'étre ajustable en orientation.

Aérateur pour vétements selon l'une des revendi-
cations précédentes, comprenant de plus un panier
(90) qui, en fonctionnement, peut étre supporté par
ladite table (10).

Aérateur pour vétements selon la revendication 17,
caractérisé en ce que ladite table (10) et ledit pa-
nier (90) sont prévus avec des parties d'interenga-
gement afin de disposer ledit panier (90) favorable-
ment sur ladite table (10).

Aérateur pour vétements selon l'une des revendi-
cations précédentes, celui-ci étant un aérateur pour
vétements a rotation dans lequel lesdits bras (25)
partent du méme centre que ledit poteau (2).
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