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This invention relates generally to marking tools for 
embossing symbols on a strip material, and more particu 
larly relates to a hand operated tool of the type described 
in U.S. Patent 2,275,670. 
A primary object of the invention is to provide an 

embossing tool of the character described having an im 
proved mechanism for severing an embossed portion of 
the strip of material from the tool. 
A further object of the invention is to provide im 

proved means for severing the strip of material whereby 
the severing operation is accomplished by substantially 
the same hand movement as is used to emboss upon the 
strip. 

Still another object of the invention is to provide im 
proved means for severing the strip of material so that 
the severed edge is rounded at its corners. 
The invention possesses other objects and features of 

advantage, some of which, with the foregoing, will be 
set forth in the following description of the preferred form 
of the invention which is illustrated in the drawing ac 
companying and forming part of the specification. It is 
to be understood, however, that variations in the show 
ing made by the said drawing and description may be 
adopted within the scope of the invention as set forth in 
the claims. 
FIGURE 1 is a cross-sectional side view of a marking 

tool utilizing a preferred embodiment of the invention. 
FIGURE 2 is a cross-sectional plan view taken along 

the plane 2-2 in FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 3 is an enlarged cross-sectional end view 

taken along the plane 3-3 in FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 4 is a cross-sectional side view of an alterna 

tive embodiment of the invention. 
FIGURE 5 is an end view of the embodiment illustrated 

in FIGURE 4. 
FIGURE 6 is a rear view of the alternative embodi. 

ment taken along the plane 6-6 in FIGURE 4. 
FIGURE 7 is a cross-sectional side view taken along 

the plane 7-7 in FIGURE 5. 
Referring now to the drawing, there is shown a mark 

ing tool. 1 having a pair of pivotally connected hand 
operable members 2 and 3. The member 12 is seen 
to be generally elongated and adapted to carry a strip 
of material 4 for longitudinal movement thereon. A 
magazine 16 is secured to the member 12 for housing a 
supply of strip material in the form of a roll 17, there 
being further provided a set of dies 18 carried by the 
member 12 in close disposition to the strip 14. As is 
more fully described in the aforementioned prior patent, 
the tool 1 is generally adapted to emboss a symbol upon 
the strip 14 as determined by a selected pair of dies 18 
when the members 12 and 13 are pivoted towards one 
another. In particular, a stud i9 on the member 13 
transmits force to a slidable die punching member 2. 
when the members 12 and 3 are squeezed together thus 
causing the selected pair of dies to suitably contact and 
emboss the strip 14. Provision is also made for advanc 
ing the strip 14 along the member 2 with each emboss 
ing operation, as evidenced by the provision of a ratchet 
wheel 22 and a pawl 23. The foregoing is generally de 
scriptive of conventional marking tools of the type de 
scribed, and further reference to the details of embossing 
upon the strip or its movement along the member 12 is 

O 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

60 

65 

70 

2 
unnecessary as being within the province of those skilled 
in the art. 
The prime concern of this invention is the provision of 

improved means for severing the strip 14 as it emerges 
from the end of the tool 1. To this end there is gen 
erally provided a cutting blade or blade member 24 car 
ried on the end of the member 52 and adapted for move 
ment transversely towards the strip 4. A spring loaded 
control member 26 is carried by the member 13 and 
adapted to be moved laterally by a push button 27. In 
its normal position, the control member 26 is disposed 
between the stud 19 and the punching member 21 whereby 
force is transmitted to the dies 8 upon pivoting of the 
members 2 and 13. When the button 27 is depressed, 
however, the member 26 is displaced from between the 
stud 9 and punch 2E whereby the dies 18 are not actu 
ated upon pivoting of the members 2 and 13. Instead, 
the control member 26 includes an extended portion 28 
which is moved into engagement with a pivoted lever 29 
when the button is depressed. The lever 29, which is 
preferably enclosed within the member 12 and pivoted 
about the same axis as the members 12 and 13 by a 
pivot pin 31, comprises means for actuating the blade 
member 24 when the members 2 and 13 are squeezed 
together with the button 27 depressed. When the but 
ton 27 is not depressed, the control member 26 is dis 
engaged from the lever 29 whereby operation of the tool 
11 does not actuate the blade member 24. 
As more particularly regards the blade member 24, 

there is provided a blade-carrying member 32 secured 
to the member 12 and having an opening 33 through 
which the strip 14 may pass. The first preferred em 
bodiment of the invention is illustrated in FIGURES 1-3 
and is seen to include a carrying member 32 having a 
longitudinal passage 34 comprising the opening 33. A 
transverse passage 36 then intersects the passage 34 and 
is adapted to slidably retain the blade member 24, the 
member 24 thus being movable towards the strip 14 to 
effectuate severance thereof. 

In more detail now, the blade member 24 includes a 
generally U-shaped member 37 slidably disposed in pas 
sage 36, as is best seen in FIGURE 3. A cutting blade 
portion 38 is secured between the upper spaced ends of 
the member 37 to form a substantially unitary member 
24 movable in the passage 36. The portion 38 includes 
a pair of spaced cutting edges 39 which are normally dis 
posed over the strip 14 whereby the strip is allowed to 
pass through an opening thus provided in the member 24. 
As best seen in FIGURE 2, the cutting edges 39 each have 
spaced arcuate portions 4 respectively joined by straight 
central portions 42. In this manner the strip is severed 
with its edges having rounded corners, thus improving the 
appearance of the embossed strip as well as reducing the 
tendency for the corners to be accidentally pried up after 
the strip is mounted on a flat surface. 

It is further noted that a cutting plate 43 is secured 
transversely in the passage 36 immediately subjacent the 
strip 14, the plate 43 having an opening 44 therein sub 
stantially conforming to the transverse cross-section of the 
blade portion 38. As is best seen in FIGURES 2 and 3, 
the blade portion 38 has two spaced side portions 46 and 
47 extending downwardly through the plate opening 44. 
In this manner the blade portion 38 is firmly guided in its 
cutting stroke, and moreover the close fit between the por 
tion 38 and the plate opening 44 provides for a clean sharp 
severance of the strip 14. To facilitate securing the blade 
portion 38 between the ends of the U-shaped member 37, 
it is seen in FIGURE 2 that a pair of vertical grooves 48 
and 49 in the side portions 46 and 47 receive the member 
37 flush with the sides of the portion 38. 

Resilient means, such as a pair of springs 51 and 52 are 
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of only one of said latter two means when said hand 
operable members are pivoted. 

4. A marking tool as described in claim 3 further 
characterized by said cutting blade having two spaced 
arcuate cutting edges joined by a central straight cutting 
edge. 

5. In a marking tool of the character described, the 
combination comprising a first elongated hand-operable 
member adapted to carry a strip of material for longi 
tudinal movement thereon, la second hand-operable mem 
ber pivotally connected to said first member, dies carried 
by said first member and adapted to selectively contact 
the strip, means for actuating a pair of said dies when 
said members are pivoted, a blade-carrying member se 
cured to said first member and having an opening for 
passage therethrough of the strip, a cutting blade slidably 
mounted on said blade-carrying member and adapted for 
reciprocating movement across said opening, said blade 
being normally displaced from said opening to allow 
passage therethrough of the strip, said blade-carrying 
member having a second opening therethrough adjacent 
said cutting blade, a lever pivotally connected to one of 
said hand-operable members and having one end extend 
ing through said second opening to engage said cutting 
blade for operation thereof, and control means carried 
by said second hand-operable member for selectively 
transmitting force therefrom to said die-actuating means 
and the other end of said lever when said members are 
pivoted, said control means being adapted to normally 
allow operation of only said die-actuating means and to 
disengage said die-actuating means when force is being 
transmitted to said lever. 

6. In a marking tool of the character described, the 
combination comprising a first elongated hand-operable 
member adapted to carry a strip of material for longitudi 
nal movement thereon, a second hand-operable member 
pivotally connected to said first member, dies carried 
by said first member and adapted to selectively contact 
the strip, means for actuating a pair of said dies when 
said members are pivoted, a blade-carrying member se 
cured to said first member and having an opening for 
passage therethrough of the strip, a blade member slid 
ably mounted on said carrying member and adapted for 
reciprocating movement transversely adjacent said open 
ing, said blade member having an upper portion defining 
a Second opening substantially registering with said first 
opening and through which the strip may pass, said upper 
portion including a cutting edge adapted to move across 
Said first opening to sever the strip, said carrying member 
having a third opening therethrough adjacent said blade 
member, a lever pivotally connected to one of said handle 
operable members and having one end extending through 
said third opening to engage said blade member for opera 
tion thereof, and control means carried by said second 
hand-operable member for selectively transmitting force 
therefrom to said die-actuating means and the other end 
of said lever when said members are pivoted, said control 
means being adapted to normally allow operation of 
only Said die-actuating means and to disengage said die 
actuating means when force is being transmitted to said 
lever. 

7. In a marking tool of the character described, the 
combination comprising a first elongated hand-operable 
member adapted to carry a strip of material for longitudi 
nal movement thereon, a second hand-operable member 
pivotally connected to said first member, dies carried 
by Said first member and adapted to selectively contact 
the strip, means for actuating a pair of said dies when 
Said members are pivoted, a blade-carrying member se 
cured to said first member and having a first longitudinal 
passage for receiving the strip therethrough, said carrying 
member having a second transverse passage intersecting 
said first passage, a blade member slidably disposed in 
Said Second passage and including a portion defining a 
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6 
cutting edge adjacent said first passage, means for recipro 
cating said blade member when said hand-operable mem 
bers are pivoted, and control means carried by said sec 
ond hand-operable member for selectively engaging said 
blade-actuating means or said die-actuating means to 
allow operation of only one of said latter two means 
when said hand-operable members are pivoted. 

8. A marking tool as described in claim 7 further 
characterized by said cutting edge having two spaced 
(arcuate portions joined by a straight central portion. 

9. A marking tool as described in claim 7 further 
characterized by said blade member portion defining two 
spaced cutting edges, each of said cutting edges including 
two spaced arcuate portions joined by a straight central 
portion. 

10. In a marking tool of the character described, the 
combination comprising a first elongated hand-operable 
member adapted to carry a strip of material for longitudi 
nal movement thereon, a second hand-operable member 
pivotally connected to said first member, dies carried by 
said first member and adapted to selectively contact the 
Strip, means for actuating a pair of said dies when said 
members are pivoted, a blade-carrying member secured 
to said first member and having a first longitudinal pas 
Sage for receiving the strip therethrough, said carrying 
member having a second transverse passage intersecting 
said first passage, a blade member slidably disposed in 
said second passage and including a portion defining an 
opening normally registering with said first passage, said 
portion including a cutting edge defining a part of said 
opening and adapted to move transversely across said 
first passage when said blade member is moved in said 
Second passage, resilient means urging said blade mem 
ber into its normal position with said cutting edge sub 
stantially unobstructing said first passage, means for re 
ciprocating said blade member when said hand-operable 
members are pivoted, and control means carried by 
Said second hand-operable member for selectively en 
gaging said blade-actuating means for said die-actuating 
means to allow operation of only one of said latter two 
means when said hand-operable members are pivoted. 

11. A marking tool as described in claim 10 further 
defined by said blade member portion defining two spaced 
cutting edges, each of said cutting edges including two 
Spaced arcuate portions joined by a straight central por 
tion, said carrying member having an outlet opening 
therein, and means for deflecting severed pieces of waste 
strip material out of said second passage through said 
opening. 

12. In a marking tool of the character described the 
combination comprising a first elongated hand-operable 
member adapted to carry a strip of material for longitudi 
nal movement thereon, a second hand-operable member 
pivotally connected to said first member, dies carried by 
said first member and adapted to selectively contact the 
strip, means for actuating a pair of said dies when said 
members are pivoted, a blade-carrying plate secured to 
said first member and having an opening for receiving 
the Strip therethrough, a blade member slidably carried 
on the face of said plate and having a cutting edge adja 
cent said opening, said blade member adapted to have said 
cutting edge pass across said opening to sever the strip 
disposed therethrough, means for moving said blade across 
said opening when said hand-operable members are 
pivoted, and control means carried by said second hand 
operable member for selectively engaging said blade 
actuating means or said die-actuating means to allow 
operation of only one of said latter two means when said 
hand-operable members are pivoted. 

13. A marking tool as described in claim 12 further 
characterized by said blade member having a substantially 
planar configuration and being disposed parallel and ad 
jacent said carrying plate, and said blade member having 
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a portion defining an opening which normally registers 
with said opening in said carrying member. 

14. A marking tool as described in claim 1 further 
characterized by said control means being normally posi 
tioned to only permit operation of said die actuating 
means upon pivotal movement of said members towards 
each other and manually movable to a second position 
to operate said blade actuating means. 

15. In a marking tool of the character described, the 
combination comprising a first elongated member adapted 
to carry a strip of material for longitudinal movement 
therein, a second elongated member pivotally connected 
to said first member adjacent the forward ends thereof, 
dies carried by said first member and adapted to selec 
tively contact the strip, means for actuating a pair of 
said dies when said members are pivoted towards each 

8 
other, a strip shear element operatively carried by said 
first member, means for actuating said element when 
Said members are pivoted towards each other, and con 
trol means operatively carried by said second member 
for selectively engaging said shear actuating means on 
said die actuating means to allow operation of only one 
of said latter two means when said members are pivoted 
towards each other. 
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