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This invention relates to a perfected protective 
device for the gasoline tanks of automotive ve 
hicles, and has for its objects to provide a guard 
structure arranged and adapted to occupy a posi 
tion within the filling pipe of the tank, one which 
may be installed with ease and expedition, which 
may thereafter be withdrawn only with consid 
erable difficulty, and which most efficiently per 
forms its intended end and namely that of per 
mitting relatively free introduction of gasoline 
through the pipe into the tank while effectively 
blocking the admission of a siphon tube. 
With the foregoing and other more particular 

objects and advantages in view, and which will 
appear and be understood in the course of the 
following description and claims, the invention 
consists in the novel construction and in the 
adaptation and combination of parts hereinafter 
described and claimed. 
In the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a side elevational view of my in 

proved guard device shown applied to the filler 
pipe of a gasoline tank, the filling cap for the 
pipe being deleted and only the upper end of the 
pipe being represented in the view. 

Fig. 2 is a horizontal sectional view on line 2-2 
of Fig. 1. With the section confined to the device 
itself and which is to say separate and apart 
from the pipe. 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary side elevational view 
looking in the direction of the arrows 3-3 of 
Fig. 2; and 

Fig. 4 is a reduced-scale side elevational view 
of the pipe-and-guard assembly to indicate the 
manner in which the guard is precluded from 
being pushed downwardly into the tank. 
The device of the present invention is produced 

from one continuous piece of spring wire bent 
from one end to the form of a receding or in 
curved helix, denoted by the numeral 5, and with 
the initiating convolution, as 6, having a diameter 
somewhat larger than the inside of the filler pipe 
to which the device is to be applied. From the 
terminating convolution the wire is caused to 
extend diametrically, as at 7 (Fig. 2), at Sub 
stantial right-angles to the axis of the helix, and 
thence is bent downwardly for an appreciable 
distance whereat the Wire is doubled back upon 
itself to produce parallel branches 8 and 9 lead 
ing to and from a terminal loop f O. The return 
branch 9 is caused to again enter the helix 5 and 
is carried upwardly as a prolongation with the 
upper end terminating in the plane of Origina 
tion of the helix, 
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Referring to Figs. and 4 for an understanding 
of the installation and functioning of the device, 
the numerals 2 and l3 represent the in-line sec 
tions of the usual filler pipe for a gasoline tank 
(not shown), and which customarily are coul 
pled by a flexible hose connection 4. At the 
head end of the outermost pipe section typical 
construction provides an integral capping sleeve 
f5 bent over at the top to present an in-turned 
flange 6. The filler cap (not shown) for this 
type of filler pipe usually has horns upon its 
underside which hook under the flange for hold 
ing the cap in place. 
Assuming now that it is desired to install my 

device to a filler pipe it is only necessary that the 
small end of the unit be fitted into the open top 
of the pipe, and a screwdriver is then applied to 
bear by its end against the diametrical cross 
arm and the unit can be easily threaded into 
the pipe. As the convolution 6 finally Snaps into 
position below the flange 6 the device is there 
upon caused to be locked against withdrawal. 
It is quite evident that any attempt to introduce 
a siphon tube is blocked by the progressively 
Smaller convolutions of the helix and the cross 
arm 7 which lies at the base of the latter. Should 
an individual attempt to push the device down 
wardly, the loop 0, being held by the spring 
characteristic of the Wire in bearing engagement 
against the wall of the pipe, will ultimately hang 
up as it moves below the pipe 2 and then en 
gages with the end shoulder fl of the lower pipe 
section 3. 
While there is herein shown and described the 

embodiment of the invention now preferred by 
me, it is obvious that numerous modifications 
might be resorted to without departing from the 
spirit of the invention, and it is my intention 
that no limitations be read into the hereto an 
nexed claims other than such as are expressly . 
introduced to differentiate the present advance 
from prior knowledge in the art. 
What I claim is: 
1. A device for theft-proofing a gasoline tank's 

filler pipe of the described character, and namely 
a filler pipe composed of joined in-line upper and 
lower pipe sections of which the upper Section 
has a curve within its length and the lower sec 
tion presents an upwardly exposed shoulder at 
its point of juncture with the upper section, said 
device comprising one continuous piece of Spring 
Wire bent to the form of an incurved helix with 
the initiating convolution having a normal diam 
eter somewhat larger than the inside diameter 
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of the upper pipe section, and with the opposite 
end of the wire being carried for an appreciable 
distance beyond the apical end of said inturned 
helix as a substantial axial prolongation of the 
Said helix, the projecting end of said axial pro 
longation protecting the device against being 
pushed downwardly through the pipe and into 
the tank by coming into contact with and hang 
ing up against Said upwardly exposed shoulder 
of the lower pipe section. 

2. The theft-proofing device of claim 1 in which 
the wire section which forms said axial prolonga 
tion is bent back upon itself with the free end 
thereof re-entering the helix and within the lat 2,133,520 

4. 
terrunning generally longitudinal to the axis for 
very nearly the full length of the helix. 
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