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IMPROWEMENT IN TAPS FOR OIL-CANS. 

The Schedula referred to in these. Letters Patent and making part of the same. 

I, JABEz A. BosTwICK, of the city, county, and 
State of New York, have invented an Improved Tap 
for Petroleum-Cans and other vessels; of which the 
following is a specification. 

Nature and Objects of the Invention. 
My invention relates to the combination, with a 

can orotler vessel for packing and transporting liq 
uids, of a tap consisting of a hollow walve, provided 
with a discharge-spout or tube, and nade to revolve 
upom a central pin overa suitable seat formed in the 
top of the can, the bottom of the valve and its seat 
being each pierced with apertures so placed and of 
such equal size as that, by a revolution of the walve, 
they nay be brought into register to open communi 
cation through the same between tle discharge-tube 
and thie interior of the can 
The object of my invention being to providea close, 

tight stopper for the mouth of a can to be used for 
transporting and storing petroleum and other liquids, 
and to combine tlerewith a ready device for the dis 
charge ofany portion of its contents in a meat and 
satisfactory manner. 

Description of the Accompanying Draving. 
Figure 1 is a top wiew, in perspective, of a portion 

of a metallic can having one form of my improved 
ap combined tlerewith, ilustrating tle same when 
reversed and consequently closed ; 

Figure 2 is a longitudina? central section tirough 
the ciosed tap shown in fig. 1; 

Figure 3 is a top wiew, in perspective, of a portion 
of a second can ilustrating a modification of my im 
proved tap in position when open, showing a spring 
combined therewith; and 

Figure 4, a longitudinal central section throughsaid 
Opem tap. 

General Description. 
A is a can orother vessel for storing and transport 

ing petroleum oils or other-liquids. 
Bisa, seat, of cork, wood, leather, rubber, orother 

suitable packing material, fitted and secured in a me 
tallic cap-plate, C, dished or nade cup-shaped to re 
ceive the packing, and which is soldered orotherwise 
secured upom the mouth of the canor vessel A, as il 
lustrated in the drawing, figs. 2 and 4. 

This cap and seat O Bare perforated with a single 
aperture, d, fig. 4, and, see dotted lines fig. 2, pierced 
at, a point removed from the center thereof toward 
the nearest corner or edge of the can. 
Eisa bolt orpim secured centrally to the cap-plate 

O, so as to project upwardlytherefrom through the 
packing B, and whose upper end is treaded to re 
ceive a nut, F. 

G is a hollow walve or disk, lawing its lower face 
fiat and even to fit closely and accurately upom the 
seat B on the cap-plate covering the mouth of the 
can A. 

i In its simplest form it is simply a cylindrical, flat 
faced metallic box having apertures pierced centrally 
througheach face to receive the bolt orpin E project 
ing centrally from the cap-plate C. It revolves freely 
upon saidipin E, andissecured thereon and held ciosely 
down upon the seat O by means of a nut, F, screw 
ing upon the Lipper end of the pir or bolt, as illus 
trated in figs. 1 and 2. Itis provided with a tube or 
spout, H, projecting from theside tlereofatany suit 
able angle, but, by preference, at right angles, to its 
axis, and which opens into the interior tlereofas fully 
shown in fig. 2; and itslower face k bearing upom the 
seat B of the cap-plate.O, is perforated ata point, i, 
so removed from its axis as to register exactly with 
the apertured piercedthroughsaidcap-plate and seat 
when it is swungaround over the same. 
Tle spout H serwes as a handle to turn the valve 

either to bring the aperture i in register with the ap 
| erture d, as shown in fig. 4, (see dotted lines, fig. 1) 
and thus open.communication between the interior of 
the can and the interior of the "valve G, to permita 
discharge of the contents of the former into and 
through the valve and its spout H, orto rewerse it, 
and thus close the openings i d and seal the can, as 
shown in fig, 2. M 
From the position of the aperture i in the cap-plate 

| with reference to the corner of the can, the apertures 
i dare brought into register, and thus opened to form 
a direct channel only when the spout His turned, so 
as to project over said Corner, as shown in fig. 3, and 
remainstight?y closed when the spout is turned back 
over the top of the can, as shown in fig. 1. 
i Instead of making the valve G siímply drum-slaped, 
as shown in figs. 1 and 2, it may be made annular or 
party annular in form. In such case its lower face is 
made, as before, to consist of a flat disk or plate, k, 
fitting closely down upon the seat C on the cap-plate 
B, and central?y perforated to receive the piwot-bolt E 
projecting therefrom; butitsupperface is r?cessed, so 
asto leave an annular chamber, ni, abont its center, 
the central recess 1 being made either so deep as to 
rest upom the lower p?atek, orelse made to approach 
itsimply, leaving an open space orchamber, r, between 
the platek and the plate forming the bottom of the 
recess, as illustrated in fig. 4 of the drawing. 
The upper end o the piwot-bolt E projects into the 

recess n, and the nut Fühereon lies wholly within said 
recess, wlich Raybe made, as before described, deep 
enough to admitalso of the interposition ofa spring, 
s, between the nut and the bottom thereof, without 
causing the nut to projectabove the upperface of the 

  



yalve, asfally ilustrated in figs, 3 and 4 of the draw. 
Ing. . 
Vent apertures may be pierced, if desired, in the 

upperface of the walve. 
i Itis evident that the valve maybe made angular 
instead of cylindrica?, as illustrated, and that the form 
and position of the discharge-tube or spout may be 
changed without departing from my invention. 

Claim. 
I claim as my invention 

111,902 

In combination with each other and with a canor 
other vessel to contain liquids, the within-described 
hollow walve and discharge-tube G, and the seat CB 
for said valve, perforated and secured to the vessel, all 
substantiallyas and for the purposellerein set forth. 

J. A. BOSTWICK. 
i Witnesses: 

S. J. KILDUFF, 
, c. W. JoNEs. 
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