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1o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, FrankLin B. Jacxk-
soXN, a cifizen of the United States, residing
at Washington, in the District of Columbia,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Means for Stripping Wall-
Paper; and I do hereby declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description

-of the invention, such as will enable others

skilled in the art to which it appertains to
nake and use the same.

My invention relates to means for strip-
ping wall paper from' the walls of rooms by
the aid of steam, and has for its object the
production of a device of this nature which

will be simple in construction, certain in-

dction, comparatively cheap to manufacture,
and cleanly and sanitary in use.

(43

To these ends the invention consists in

the novel combinations of parts and details’

of construection, more fully hereinafter dis-
closed and particularly pointed out in the
claims. )

Referring to the accompanying drawings
forming a partof this speeification, in which

like numerals refer to like parts in all the.

views:—Figure 1, is an elevational view of
the device ready for use; Fig. 2, a sectional
view of the apparatus for generating steam;
Fig. 3, a sectional view of the applicator;
Fig, 4, a rear elevational view of the same;
Fig. 5, a detailed sectional view of the per-

forations in the front wall of the applicator-

showing how the burs condense the steam;
and, Figs. 6 and 7 are detailed views repre-
senting modifications. ' :

1 represents any suitable steam generator,
in this instance a boiler provided with a
concave bottom 2 heated by a flame from a
suitable nozzle 3, fed by the pipe 4 and lead-

ing from the tank 5, containing gasolene or

other fuel. The boiler 1 is preferably pro-
vided with the legs 8 having the rollers 7,
and with the shield 8 below the burner, in
order to protect the floor on which the roll-
ers 7 rest. ,

9 represents any suitable water gage, 10
a pipe leading from the steam space of the
boiler, and preferably provided with a fee
i1 earrying a safety valve 12 and pressure
gage 13. :

14 represents the end of the pipe to which
the hose 15 may be attached. This hose
leads to any suitable nipple 16 connected

avith the applicator 17 provided with the

handle 18 and a front plate 19 having suit-
able perforations 20, The nipple 16 prefer-
ably carries any suitable valve 21 resting
against the seat 22, and the spring 28; may
be provided for said valve; if desired:

24 represents any suitable deflecting plate
adapted to scatter the. steam entering
through the nipple 16, and cause the same to
be evenly distributed through the perfora-
tions 20.

25 represents the wall paper which il is
desired to strip from the wail 26:

The perforations 20 are preferably formed
by punching the metal of the plate 19 out-
wardly, as illustrated in Fig. 8, and thereby
forming- ragged rough burs 27, on which
the steam condenses; and forms minute
drops of water 28, as illustrated in Fig: 5.

The operation of the device sc far as now
disclosed, is ‘as follows: The flame being
lighted at the burner 3, steam is genevated
in the boiler 1, and upon its reaching an
abnormal pressuve, will blow off at the'safety
valve 12. The steam generated passes up-
ward through the pipe 10; hose 15, nipple
16, and normally keeps the valve 21 seated.
The operator geizes the applicator 17 by the
handle 18, preferably 1n his left hand,

_wherenpon he presses the saine against the
wall paper, as shown in Figs. 1 and 3, which

‘unseats the valve 21 and allows the steam
to e distributed in -the applicator and
thirougli the miumerous perforations 20 in
its front wall 19. The burs 27 at this stage
contact with the wall paper 25, as best shown
in Fig. 5, and the numercus drops of water
28 that form thereon are absorbed by the
wall paper through capillary attraction, thus
softening the giue, and rendering the paper
easy to be stripped from the wall. The
steam pressing through the orifices 20 also
forces the drops 28 through the paper, and
thereby greatly aids in securing a complete
softening of the glue, and consequently a
speedy stripping of the paper from the wall.
The numerous perforations 20 are sc closely
distributed throughout the plate 19, that the
moisture is delivered to the paper in so many
places it can readily soften all the glue in
a very short space of time, thereby leavin

substantially no hard-patches or undissolve

portions of glue to be dealt with a second
time. The steam after contacting with the
paper 25 is either immediately absorbed
thereby, or escapes into the room, and there-
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fore, leaves no slop or dirt behind. In fact,
after the paper has been treated as above
described it 1s readily scraped off by a suit-
able tool carried in the right hand of the
operator, and leaves the wall in a perfectly

clean and sanitary condition, there being no

dﬁst or dirt accompanying the operation at
all. :

I have found by actual trial that instead
of placing the burs 16 on the outside of the
plate 19, they may be placed on the inside,
as shown in Fig. 7, in which case the water
will condense in drops on the inside of thé
applicator 17 and will be forced through the

perforations 20 and into the paper by the

- outgoing stéam, as will be readily under-

stood. But I prefer the form shown in Fig.

© 8. Also a suitable fabrie, such as wire cloth
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* or other fabric, may be placed on the inside

of the plate 19 of the applicator, as illus-
trated 1In Fig. 6, and the burs 27 may be
omitted from the perforations: 31 there
shown.
condense in the meshes of the fabric 80, and
be blown through the perforations 31 by the
outgoing steam, as willl be clear from an in-
spection of the drawings. ‘

Since it is evident that those skilled in the
art may vary the details of 1y invention
without departing from the spirit thereof, I
do not wish to be limited to the exact struc-

~ ture shown, except as may be required by

35

the clalms..

What I claim is:

1. In a device for softening the glue on
wall paper the combination of a source of
steam; an applicator connected therewith
provided with numerous perforations adapt-

In this case the drops of water will.

989,608

ed to contact ,With'saiQ wall paper and hay-
ing means for condensing said steam around
said perforations;-and a valve for control-

"ling said steam; substantially as described.

2. In a device for softening the glue on
wall paper, the combination of a source of
steam; an. applicator -connected therewith
provided with numerous perforations adapt-
ed to contact with said wall paper and hav-
ing means for condensing.saig steam around

‘sald perforations; means carriéd by said ap-

plicator for causing said steam to be dis-
tributed to said perforations; and a valve
for controlling said steam; substantially as
described. ’ B
"2 3. In a device for softening the glue on
wall paper the combination of a source of
steam; and an applicator éonnected there-
with provided with numerous perforations
having burs to condense the steam, and said
perforations being -adapted to deliver the
condensed steam in close proximity to said
wall paper; substantially as described.

4. In a device for softening the glue on

wall paper the combination of a source of

steam; an applicator connected therewith

provided with numerous perforations hav-
-1ng burs to condense the steam said perfora-

tions being adapted to deliver the condensed
steam in close proximity to said wall paper;
and an automatic valve for controlling said
steam ; -substantially as described.
In testimony whereof, I affix my signa-
ture, in presence of two witnesses.
FRANKLIN B. JACKSON.
Witnesses: : :
ATEXANDER MUNCASTER.
Ewnory H. Boeiry.
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