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To all whon, it may concern: 
Beit known that I, ALICEE.MENDENHALL, 

of Visalia, in the county of Kenton and State 
of Kentucky, have invented a new and useful 
Improvement in Skimming Devices for Milk 
Cans, which improvement is fully set forth in 
the following specification and accompanying 
drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a vertical central section of my 
skimming device for milk-cans, and Fig. 2 a. 
perspective view of the milk-can skimming 
device with the skimming device detached 
therefrom. 
My invention relates to an improvement in 

skimming devices, for milk-cans; and it con 
sists of a detachable supplementary perforated 
skimmer having an annular flange so dis 
posed as to rest upon the upper part of the 
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can, so that, the cream in rising will pass 
through the perforated skimmer and lodge on 
its upper face, where it can be readily re 
moved by simply detaching the skimmer from 
the can, and provided at suitable points 
around the flange with downwardly-bent 
wings, adapted to clasp the outside of the can 
and Sustain the skimmer at any desired height 
with relation to the milk, all of which will now 
be fully set forth. 
In the accompanying drawings, A represents 

an ordinary milk-can provided at its upper 
part with my skimming device, B, provided 
with a rim or flange, b. This device is formed 
of pressed tin or other suitable material of 
any convenient size, so as to fit in the upper 
part of the usual milk-receiving device-such 
as cans, crocks, &c.-and also having three 
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wings, C, bent outwardly, so as to clasp the 
outer edge of the milk- vessel so as to gage the 
height of the skimming device as may be de 
sired. The lower edge of this device Bispro- to 
vided with a wire-gauze, D, or finely-per 
forated metal disk. 
Milk is placed within the vessel A, and after 

ward the skimming device B is placed over 
the said vessel with the perforated disk or 45 
gauze D immersed within the milk at a suit 
able distance, corresponding with the thick 
ness of the cream usually removed from the 
vessel used. This of course varies with the 
depth of the vessel. The wings C, clasping 5o 
the outer sides of the vessel A, serve to hold 
the said device B at any required position. 
When the cream has risen sufficiently, the de 
vice B is removed, and with it the cream 
which has lodged on the upper part, and as 55 
will be noticed this can readily be removed 
from the said skimmer. 

Having described my invention, what I claim 
as new is 
The within-described skimming device pro- 6o 

vided with wire-gauze and having a flange to 
rest upon the upper edge of the can, and the 
spring-arms C, as described, whereby it can 
be fitted at any desired height within the can. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing I 65 

have hereunto set my hand, this 13th day of 
August, 1886, in the presence of witnesses. 

ALICE E. MENDENHALL, 
Witnesses: 

JAS. C. CULBERTSON, 
JOS, M, PYE. 

  


