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(57) Abstract: A transport system for moving containers comprises a plurality of elevated supports having powered rollers and
a transport having rails engaging the powered rollers. The transport has a member(s) for supporting the containers and means for

moving the transport over the elevated supports.
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1. A transport system for moving cargo containers comprising;
a plurality of elevated supports having powered rollers;
a transport having rails engaging the powered rollers;
the transport having a member for supporting the containers; and
a motor for moving the fransport over the elevated supports.
2. The transport system of claim 1 wherein the transport includes a body having parallel
longitudinal beams and cross members attached to the paralle! longitudinal beams.
3. The transport system of claim 2 wherein the cross beams are cantilevered and extend

past the longitudinal beams,

4. The transport system of claim 2 wherein the longitudinal beams and cross members
form bays.
5. The transport system of claim 1 wherein the transport includes releasable connection

means for connecting the containers to the transport.

6. The transport system of claim 2 wherein the rails are disposed on the parallel
longitudinal beams.
7. The transport system of claim 1 wherein the rollers and rails include a geometric

surface to maintain alignment.

8. The transport system of claim 7 wherein the geometric surface is a conforming
arcuate surface. |

D, The transport system of claim 1 further including power means for rotating the rollers.
10.  The transport system of claim 2 wherein the parallel longitudinal beams include
cantilevered portions extending past the last fore and aft cross members.

11.  The transport system of claim 10 wherein the cantilevered portions have a length that
prevents deflection of the transport prior to engaging the next adjacent rollers.

12, The transport system of claim 1 further including a loader/unloader movably disposed

on the transport.
13,  The transport system of claim 13 wherein the unloader/loader includes wheels that

engage a track disposed on the parallel longitudinal beams.

14.  The transport system of claim 12 wherein the loader/unloader includes means for
releasably connecting the loader/unloader to a container.

15.  The transport system of claim 13 wherein the track is U-shaped.

16, A cargo container iransport system for moving cargo containers, the system
comprising:
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a plurality of elevated supports having powered rollers;

a transport having longitudinal beams with rails engaging the powered rollers
and cross members cantilevered from the longitudinal beams;

the longitudinal beams and cross members forming bays for the passage of the

cargo containers;
power means for rotating the rollers to move the transport over the elevated

support; and
a loader/unloader movably mounted on the longitudinal beams for loading and
unloading the containers in a bay.
17. A method for moving containers, the method comprising:
powering a plurality of rollers rotatably mounted on elevated supports;
engaging rails on a transport with the powered rollers;
supporting containers on the transport; and
rotating the rollers to move the transport over the supports.
18.  The method of claitn 17 further including moving a loader/unloader on the transport

for loading an unloading the cargo containers on the transport.
19.  The method of claim 18 wherein the loader/unloader moves the cargo containers

within bays formed on the transport,
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