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(57) ABSTRACT 

A self-healing passive optical network is disclosed. The 
network includes a central office and a remote node con 
nected to the central office through a main optical fiber. The 
remote node transmits one portion of power of the upstream 
optical signal, which has been input from each of the optical 
network units, to the central office, and returning a remain 
ing portion of the power of the upstream optical signal to the 
optical network unit. The network also includes a plurality 
of optical network units connected to the remote node 
through a plurality of distribution optical fibers. Each of the 
optical network units transmits an upstream optical signal to 
the remote node through the directly connected distribution 
optical fiber, and detects abnormality occurrences from a 
state of the upstream optical signal returning from the 
remote node. 
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1. 

SELF-HEALNG PASSIVE OPTICAL 
NETWORK 

CLAIM OF PRIORITY 

This application claims priority to an application entitled 
“Self-healing passive optical network, filed in the Korean 
Intellectual Property Office on Dec. 19, 2003 and assigned 
Serial No. 2003-93864, the contents of which are hereby 
incorporated by reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates to an optical communication 

network, and more particularly to a passive optical network 
(PON). 

2. Description of the Related Art 
Wavelength division multiplexing passive optical net 

works (hereinafter, referred to as WDM-PON) provide ultra 
high-speed broadband communication service using specific 
wavelengths assigned to each subscriber unit. WDM-PONs 
can ensure the secrecy of communication, can easily accom 
modate special communication services required from each 
Subscriber unit or enlargement of channel capacity, and can 
easily increase the number of Subscriber units by adding 
specific wavelengths to be assigned to new subscribers. 

However, in spite of the advantages described above, the 
WDM-PON has not yet been put to practical use. This is 
because a central office (CO) and a plurality of optical 
network units (ONUs) in the WDM-PON require both light 
sources having specific oscillation wavelengths and addi 
tional wavelength stabilization circuits for stabilizing the 
wavelengths of the light sources. This puts a heavy eco 
nomic burden on the subscribers. In order to construct an 
economic WDM-PON, some conventional WDM-PON 
have tried using a fabry-perot laser wavelength-locked with 
inherent light or a reflective semiconductor optical amplifier 
as a WDM light source, which allow a spectrum sliced 
broadband light source to facilitate wavelength manage 
ment. 

Generally, the conventional WDM-PON uses a double 
star structure in order to minimize the length of optical line. 
A central office and a remote node (RN) installed at an area 
adjacent to optical network units are connected to each other 
through one main optical fiber (MOF). The remote node and 
each optical network unit are connected to each other 
through a separate distribution optical fiber (DOF). Multi 
plexed downstream optical signals are transmitted to the 
remote node through the main optical fiber. The multiplexed 
downstream optical signals are demultiplexed by a wave 
length division multiplexer installed in the remote node and 
the demultiplexed signals are transmitted to the optical 
network units through the distribution optical fibers. The 
upstream optical signals output from the optical network 
units are transmitted to the remote node and multiplexed by 
the wavelength division multiplexer. The multiplexed signal 
is transmitted to the central office. 

In such WDM-PON, large amounts of data are transmitted 
at high speed through wavelengths assigned to each optical 
network unit. Accordingly, when an abnormality (such as 
malfunction or deterioration) of an upstream light source or 
a downstream light source or an abnormality (Such as cut or 
deterioration) of a main optical fiber or distribution optical 
fiber occurs, the transmitted data may be lost even if the 
abnormality only occurs for a short time. Accordingly, Such 
an abnormality must be quickly detected and be corrected. 
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2 
However, when the direct optical line between the central 

office and the optical network units is cut, the central office 
and the optical network units cannot report the existence or 
absence of abnormality to each other. For this situation, a 
separate low speed communication line may be provided. 
However, in order to install the separate low speed commu 
nication line the central office and each optical network unit, 
additional cost is required and investment is required for 
continuously managing and Supervising the separate low 
speed communication line. In addition, in order for the 
central office and each optical network unit to communicate 
with each other and check the existence or absence of 
abnormality through the separate low speed communication 
line, and to report a manager of the abnormality occurrence, 
a separated time period is required. As a result, a commu 
nication interruption state between the central office and 
each optical network unit is extended by the time period. 

It is also necessary to develop a monitoring method, 
which can quickly detect an abnormality of an upstream 
light source or a downstream light Source, or an abnormality 
of a main optical fiber or a distribution optical fiber, and 
directly report the manager of the existence or absence of 
abnormality, and a correction method. 
The abnormality of the downstream light source or the 

abnormality of the main optical fiber connecting the central 
office to the remote node can be monitored by the central 
office which manages the operation state of the downstream 
light sources and the received state of all upstream optical 
signals. For example, when it is assumed that an abnormality 
does not occur at each distribution optical fiber connecting 
the remote node to each optical network unit, the state of the 
upstream light source installed at each optical network unit 
may be monitored from an upstream optical signal received 
in an upstream optical receiver installed at the central office. 
However, when an abnormality occurs at one distribution 
optical fiber, since the central office cannot receive an 
upstream optical signal progressing to the distribution opti 
cal fiber, the State of the upstream light Source cannot be 
monitored. 

Accordingly, in the WDM-PON, a method is required, 
which can monitor an abnormality of the distribution optical 
fiber. Further, a monitoring method is required, which can 
distinguish and recognize an abnormality of the upstream 
light source and an abnormality of the distribution optical 
fiber. Furthermore, when an abnormality has occurred at the 
upstream light source or the distribution optical fiber, a 
method capable of healing the abnormality is required. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

One aspect of the present invention relates to a passive 
optical network capable of monitoring an abnormality of a 
distribution optical fiber. 

Another aspect of the present invention relates to a 
passive optical network capable of distinguishing and rec 
ognizing an abnormality of an upstream light Source and 
abnormality of a distribution optical fiber. 

Another aspect of the present invention relates to a 
passive optical network capable of performing self-healing 
when an abnormality occurs at an upstream light Source or 
a distribution optical fiber. 
One embodiment of the present invention it directed to a 

self-healing passive optical network including a central 
office and a remote node connected to the central office 
through a main optical fiber. The remote node transmits one 
portion of power of the upstream optical signal, which has 
input from each of the optical network units, to the central 
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office. A remaining portion of the power of the upstream 
optical signal to the optical network unit is returned. The 
network also includes a plurality of optical network units 
connected to the remote node through a plurality of distri 
bution optical fibers, each of the optical network units 
transmitting an upstream optical signal to the remote node 
through the directly connected distribution optical fiber, and 
detecting abnormality occurrence from a state of the 
upstream optical signal returning from the remote node. 

Another embodiment of the present invention is directed 
to a passive optical network including a central office and a 
remote node. The remote node including a wavelength 
division multiplexer and a plurality of optical distributors. 
The wavelength division multiplexer has a multiplexing port 
connected to the central office through a main optical fiber 
and a plurality of demultiplexing ports connected to a 
plurality of distribution optical fibers. The wavelength divi 
sion multiplexer multiplexes a plurality of upstream optical 
signals input to the demultiplexing ports to output the 
multiplexed signal to the multiplexing port, and the optical 
distributors disposed on the distribution optical fibers, hav 
ing multiple pairs of the optical distributors, passing input 
upstream optical signals when the upstream optical signals 
have specific wavelengths assigned to the optical distribu 
tors, and transmitting the upstream optical signals to other 
optical distributors when the upstream optical signals do not 
have specific wavelengths assigned to the optical distribu 
tors. The network also includes a plurality of optical network 
units connected to the distribution optical fibers, having 
multiple pairs of the optical network units, and having a first 
upstream light source for outputting an upstream optical 
signal and a first optical switch, the first optical Switch 
transmitting the upstream optical signal to a directly con 
nected distribution optical fiber in a normal state. The first 
optical Switch transmits the upstream optical signal through 
a distribution optical fiber connected to a corresponding 
optical network wilt when an abnormality occurs at the 
distribution optical fiber. 

Yet another embodiment of the present invention is 
directed to an optical network unit for an optical network. 
The unit includes an interface for a distribution optical fiber, 
an upstream light source for outputting an upstream optical 
signal and a controller. The optical network units transmits 
the upstream optical signal via the interface and receives a 
return signal based upon the upstream optical signal. The 
control is arranged to detect an abnormality occurrence from 
a state of the return signal. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The above and other aspects, features and embodiments 
of the present invention will be more apparent from the 
following detailed description taken in conjunction with the 
accompanying drawings, in which: 

FIG. 1 is a diagram showing the construction of a PON 
according to one embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating an abnormality 
position determination process in the PON shown in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating an optical line 
switching process in the PON shown in FIG. 1; and 

FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating a light source 
changing process in the PON shown in FIG. 1. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

Hereinafter, embodiments of the present invention will be 
described with reference to the accompanying drawings. In 
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4 
the following description of the present invention, a detailed 
description of known functions and configuration incorpo 
rated herein will be omitted when it may obscure the subject 
matter of the present invention. 

FIG. 1 is a diagram showing the construction of a PON 
according to one embodiment of the present invention. The 
PON 100 includes a central office 110, a remote node 130 
connected to the central office 110 through an main optical 
fiber 120, and a first to ann" optical network unit 180-1 to 
180-n connected to the remote node 130 through a first to an 
n" distribution optical fiber 170-1 to 170-n. 
The central office 110 receives multiplexed upstream 

optical signals through the main optical fiber 120. 
The remote node 130 is connected to the central office 110 

through the main optical fiber 120 and includes a reflector 
140, a wavelength division multiplexer (WDM) 150, and a 
first to an in" optical distributor (OD) 160-1 to 160-n. 
The reflector 140 has one end connected to the main 

optical fiber 120 and other end connected to a multiplexing 
port (MP) of the wavelength division multiplexer 150. The 
reflector 140 receives upstream optical signals multiplexed 
by the wavelength division multiplexer 150, partially trans 
mits the power of the multiplexed upstream optical signals, 
and partially reflects the power of the multiplexed upstream 
optical signals to the wavelength division multiplexer 150. 
The reflector 140 may also include a multi-layer thin film 
filter having a predetermined reflection factor in a predeter 
mined wavelength range, at least one fiber Bragg grating 
(FBG), or a mirror. 
The wavelength division multiplexer 150 has the multi 

plexing port and a first to an n' demultiplexing port (DP). 
The multiplexing port is connected to the reflector 140, and 
the first to the n" demultiplexing port are respectively 
connected to the first to the n" optical distributor 160-1 to 
160-n in a one-to-one fashion. The wavelength division 
multiplexer 150 multiplexes a first to ann' upstream optical 
signal input to the first to the n' demultiplexing port to 
output the multiplexed signal to the multiplexing port. The 
wavelength division multiplexer 150 may also include an 
arrayed waveguides grating (AWG). 
The first to the n" optical distributor 160-1 to 160-n each 

have a first to a fourth port. The first port is connected to a 
corresponding demultiplexing port. The second port is con 
nected to a fourth port of a corresponding optical distributor. 
The third port is connected to a corresponding distribution 
optical fiber. The fourth port is connected to a second port of 
a corresponding optical distributor. 

In FIG 1, an X" optical distributor corresponds to an 
(n+1-X) optical distributor, where, 1sX s(n/2), n and X 
are natural numbers. For example, the first optical distributor 
160-1 corresponds to the n' optical distributor 160-n, the 
second optical distributor 160-2 corresponds to the (n-1)" 
optical distributor 160-(n-1), and the third optical distribu 
tor 160-3 corresponds to the (n-2)" optical distributor 
160-(n-2). 

In another embodiment, a correspondence method 
between two optical distributors may be optionally selected. 
For example, two optical distributors adjacent to each other 
may correspond. The first optical distributor 160-1 corre 
sponds to the second optical distributor 160-2, and the third 
optical distributor 160-3 corresponds to the fourth optical 
distributor 160-4. 

Each of the first to the n' optical distributor 160-1 to 
160-n has a specific wavelength. When a wavelength of an 
upstream optical signal input to the third port coincides with 
the specific wavelength, the upstream optical signal is output 
to the first port. Otherwise, the upstream optical signal is 



US 7,359,637 B2 
5 

output to the second port. In this way, the n" optical 
distributor 160-n outputs the n' upstream optical signal 
input to the third port to the first port, and outputs the first 
upstream optical signal input to the third port to the first port. 
Further, each of the first to the n' optical distributor 160-1 
to 160-n outputs an upstream optical signal input to the first 
port to the third port. The n" optical distributor 160-n 
outputs the n' upstream optical signal input to the first port 
to the third port. 

The first to the n" optical network unit 180-1 to 180-n are 
connected to the remote node 130 through the first to the n” 
distribution optical fiber 170-1 to 170-n. The n' optical 
network unit 180-n includes an n' optical coupler (OC) 
190-n, an n' circulator (CIR) 200-na (n-1)' and a (n-2)" 
optical switch (OS) 220-n and 250-n, ann" optical receiver 
(RX) 260-n, an n' beam splitter (BS) 260-n, a (n-1)" and a 
(n-2)" upstream light source (LS) 230-n and 240-n, and an 
n" controller (CTRL) 270-n. An X" optical network unit 
corresponds to a (n+1-X)th optical network unit. Since the 
first to the n" optical network unit 180-1 to 180-n have the 
same constructions, the first optical network unit 180-1 will 
be representatively described hereinafter. 
A (1-1) upstream light source and a (1-2)" upstream 

light source 230-1 and 240-1 each output a first upstream 
optical signal under the control of a first controller 270-1. 
The (1-2)" upstream light source 240-1 is a reserved light 
source and operates when an abnormality occurs at the 
(1-1) upstream light source 230-1. 
A (1-1)" optical switch 220-1 has a first to a fourth port. 

The first port is connected to a first beam splitter 210-1. The 
second port is connected to the n" optical coupler 190-n of 
the n" optical network unit 180-n. The third port is con 
nected to the (1-1)" upstream light source 230-1. The fourth 
port is connected to the (1-2)" upstream light source 240-1. 
The (1-1)" optical switch 220-1 connects the first port to the 
third port in a normal state under the control of a first 
controller 270-1, connects the first port to the fourth port 
when an abnormality occurs at the (1-1)" upstream light 
source 230-1, and connects the second port to the third port 
when an abnormality occurs at the first distribution optical 
fiber 170-1. 
The first beam splitter 210-1 has a first to a third port. The 

first port is connected to a first circulator 200-1. The second 
port is connected to a (1-2)" optical switch 250-1. The third 
port is connected to the first port of the (1-1)" optical switch 
220-1. The first beam splitter 210-1 splits the power of the 
first upstream optical signal, which is input to the third port, 
at a predetermined proportion, outputs one portion of the 
split power to the first port, and outputs the other portion of 
the split power to the second port. 

The first circulator 200-1 has a first to a third port. The 
first port is connected to the first port of the first beam splitter 
210-1. The second port is connected to a first optical coupler 
190-1. The third port is connected to the (1-2)' optical 
switch 250-1. The first circulator 200-1 outputs the first 
upstream optical signal input to the first port to the second 
port, and outputs the first upstream optical signal input to the 
second port to the third port. 
The (1-2)" optical switch 250-1 has a first to a third port. 

The first port is connected to the third port of the first 
circulator 200-1. The second port is connected to the second 
port of the first beam splitter 210-1. The third port is 
connected to a first optical receiver 260-1. The (1-2)" optical 
switch 250-1 connects the first port to the third port in a 
normal state under the control of the first controller 270-1, 
and connects the second port to the third port when an 
abnormality occurs. 
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6 
The first optical receiver 260-1 is connected to the third 

port of the (1-2)" optical switch 250-1, and converts the 
received first upstream optical signal into an electrical signal 
which will be output. 
The first controller 270-1 detects that an abnormality has 

occurred at the first distribution optical fiber 170-1 or the 
(1-1) upstream light source 230-1 according to the state of 
the electrical signal (abnormality occurrence detection 
stage), and performs an abnormality position determination 
stage, an optical line Switching stage, or a light source 
changing stage. 
The operation of the PON 100 in a normal state will now 

be described with reference to FIG. 1. 
In the normal state, the first port of the (1-1)" optical 

switch 220-1 is connected to the third port of the (1-1)" 
optical switch 220-1, and the first port of the (1-2)" optical 
switch 250-1 is connected to the third port of the (1-2)" 
optical switch 250-1. The first upstream optical signal output 
from the (1-1) upstream light source 230-1 passes through 
the (1-1)" optical switch 220-1 and is input to the first beam 
splitter 210-1. 
The first beam splitter 210-1 splits the power of the first 

upstream optical signal, outputs one portion of the split 
power to the first port, and outputs the other portion of the 
split power to the second port. The first upstream optical 
signal outputted from the second port of the first beam 
splitter 210-1 is input to the second port of the (1-2)" optical 
switch 250-1 and then disappears. The first upstream optical 
signal output from the first port of the first beam splitter 
210-1 is input to the first port of the first circulator 200-1 and 
is output to the second port. The first upstream optical signal 
then passes through the first optical coupler 190-1, the first 
distribution optical fiber 170-1, and the first optical distribu 
tor 160-1 and is input to the first demultiplexing port of the 
wavelength division multiplexer 150. 
The wavelength division multiplexer 150 multiplexes the 

first upstream optical signal and the second to the n' 
upstream optical signal input to the second to the n” 
demultiplexing port, and outputs the multiplexed upstream 
optical signals to the multiplexing port. The power of the 
multiplexed upstream optical signals is split by the reflection 
of the reflector 140, one portion of the split power passes 
through the reflector 140 and is transmitted to the central 
office 110 through the main optical fiber 120. The other 
portion of the split power is input to the multiplexing port of 
the wavelength division multiplexer 150. The wavelength 
division multiplexer 150 demultiplexes the multiplexed 
upstream optical signals, which are input to the multiplexing 
port, according to wavelengths to output the demultiplexed 
signals the first to the n' demultiplexing port. 
The first upstream optical signal output from the first 

demultiplexing port passes through the first optical distribu 
tor 160-1, the first distribution optical fiber 170-1, and the 
first optical coupler 190-1, is input to the second port of the 
first circulator 200-1 and is output to the third port. The first 
upstream optical signal output from the third port of the first 
circulator 200-1 is input to the first port of the (1-2)" optical 
switch 250-1, is output to the third port, and is input to the 
first optical receiver 260-1. The first optical receiver 260-1 
converts the input first upstream optical signal into an 
electrical signal which will be output. Since the input 
electrical signal is in a normal state, the first controller 270-1 
determines that the first distribution optical fiber 170-1 or 
the (1-1)' upstream light source 230-1 is in a normal state. 

Abnormality Occurrence Detection Stage 
The first controller 270-1 detects that an abnormality has 

occurred at the first distribution optical fiber 170-1 or the 
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(1-1)" upstream light source 230-1 when the input electrical 
signal is in an abnormal state (e.g., rapid reduction of power 
or intermittent interruption of a signal), or an electrical 
signal is not input. 

Abnormality Position Determination Stage 
FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating an abnormality 

position determination process in the PON shown in FIG. 1. 
Hereinafter, a process in which the first controller 270-1 
determines an abnormality position when the abnormality 
has occurred at the first distribution optical fiber 170-1 or the 
(1-1)" upstream light source 230-1 will be described with 
reference to FIG. 2. 
The first controller 270-1 detects that the abnormality has 

occurred and controls the second port of the (1-2)" optical 
switch 250-1 to be connected to the third port of the (1-1)" 
optical switch 250-1. When the input electrical signal is in 
a normal state, the first controller 270-1 determines that the 
abnormality has occurred at the first distribution optical fiber 
170-1. When the input electrical signal is in an abnormal 
state or an electrical signal is not input, the first controller 
270-1, determines that the abnormality has occurred at the 
(1-1) upstream light source 230-1. 
When the abnormality has occurred at the first distribution 

optical fiber 170-1, the first controller 270-1 performs the 
optical line switching process which will be described 
below. When the abnormality has occurred at the (1-1)" 
upstream light source 230-1, the first controller 270-1 per 
forms the light source changing process which will be 
described below. 

Optical Line Switching Stage 
FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating an optical line 

switching process in the PON shown in FIG. 1. Hereinafter, 
a process in which the first controller 270-1 switches the 
optical line when the abnormality has occurred at the first 
distribution optical fiber 170-1 will be described with ref 
erence to FIG. 3. 

The first controller 270-1 detects that the abnormality has 
occurred at the first distribution optical fiber 170-1 and 
controls the second port of the (1-1)" optical switch 220-1 
to be connected to the third port of the (1-1)" optical switch 
220-1. 

The first upstream optical signal output from the (1-1)" 
upstream light source 230-1 passes through the (1-1)" 
optical switch 220-1, is input to the third port of the n” 
optical coupler 190-n, and is output to the first port thereof. 
The first upstream optical signal output from the first port of 
the n" optical coupler 190-n passes through the n' distri 
bution optical fiber 170-n, is input to the third port of the n' 
optical distributor 160-n, and is output to the second port 
thereof. The second port of the n" optical distributor 160-n 
is connected to the fourth port of the first optical distributor 
160-1, and the first optical distributor 160-1 outputs the first 
upstream optical signal input to the fourth port to the first 
port. The first upstream optical signal output from the first 
port of the first optical distributor 160-1 is input to the first 
demultiplexing port of the wavelength division multiplexer 
150. 
The wavelength division multiplexer 150 multiplexes the 

first upstream optical signal and the second to the n" 
upstream optical signal input to the second to the n” 
demultiplexing port, and outputs the multiplexed upstream 
optical signals to the multiplexing port. The power of the 
multiplexed upstream optical signals is split by the reflection 
of the reflector 140. One portion of the split power passes 
through the reflector 140 and is transmitted to the central 
office 110 through the main optical fiber 120. The other 
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8 
portion of the split power is input to the multiplexing port of 
the wavelength division multiplexer 150. 

Light Source Changing Stage 
FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating a light source 

changing process in the PON shown in FIG. 1. Hereinafter, 
a process in which the first controller 270-1 replaces the 
(1-1) upstream light source 230-1 with the (1-2)' upstream 
light source 240-1 when the abnormality has occurred at the 
(1-1)" upstream light source 230-1 will be described with 
reference to FIG. 4. 

The first controller 270-1 detects that the abnormality has 
occurred at the (1-1)' upstream light source 230-1 and 
controls the first port of the (1-1)" optical switch 220-1 to be 
connected to the fourth port of the (1-1)" optical switch 
220-1, controls the first port of the (1-2)" optical switch 
250-1 to be connected to the third port of the (1-1)" optical 
switch 250-1, and operates the (1-2)" upstream light source 
240-1. 

The first upstream optical signal output from the (1-2)" 
upstream light source 240-1 passes through the (1-1)" 
optical switch 220-1, and is input to the first beam splitter 
210-1. The first beam splitter 210-1 splits the power of the 
first upstream optical signal, outputs one portion of the split 
power to the first port thereof, and outputs the other portion 
of the split power to the second port thereof. The first 
upstream optical signal output from the second port of the 
first beam splitter 210-1 is input to the second port of the 
(1-2) optical switch 250-1 and then disappears. The first 
upstream optical signal output from the first port of the first 
beam splitter 210-1 is input to the first port of the first 
circulator 200-1 and is output to the second port thereof. The 
first upstream optical signal then passes through the first 
optical coupler 190-1, the first distribution optical fiber 
170-1, and the first optical distributor 160-1 and is input to 
the first demultiplexing port of the wavelength division 
multiplexer 150. 
The wavelength division multiplexer 150 multiplexes the 

first upstream optical signal and the second to the n' 
upstream optical signal input to the second to the n” 
demultiplexing port, and outputs the multiplexed upstream 
optical signals to the multiplexing port. The power of the 
multiplexed upstream optical signals is split by the reflection 
of the reflector 140. One portion of the split power passes 
through the reflector 140 and is transmitted to the central 
office 110 through the main optical fiber 120. The other 
portion of the split power is input to the multiplexing port of 
the wavelength division multiplexer 150. The wavelength 
division multiplexer 150 demultiplexes the multiplexed 
upstream optical signals, which are input to the multiplexing 
port, according to wavelengths to output the demultiplexed 
signals the first to the n' demultiplexing port. The first 
upstream optical signal output from the first demultiplexing 
port passes through the first optical distributor 160-1, the 
first distribution optical fiber 170-1, and the first optical 
coupler 190-1, is input to the second port of the first 
circulator 200-1 and is output to the third port thereof. The 
first upstream optical signal output from the third port of the 
first circulator 200-1 is input to the first port of the (1-2)" 
optical switch 250-1, is output to the third port thereof, and 
is input to the first optical receiver 260-1. 
The first optical receiver 260-1 converts the input 

upstream optical signal into an electrical signal which will 
be output. Since the input electrical signal is in a normal 
state, the first controller 270-1 determines that the light 
Source changing process has been normally performed. 
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As described above, abnormality occurrence is detected 
from a state of a returning upstream optical signal, so that the 
abnormality occurrence can be quickly detected and 
instantly processed. 

In addition, a state of a distribution optical fiber and a state 
of an upstream light source located at an optical network unit 
are respectively monitored. Self-healing can then be per 
formed when an abnormality occurs at the distribution 
optical fiber or the upstream light source. Therefore, the 
distribution optical fiber and the upstream light source can 
be economically and efficiently managed and healed. 

While the invention has been shown and described with 
reference to certain embodiments thereof, it will be under 
stood by those skilled in the art that various changes in form 
and details may be made therein without departing from the 
spirit and scope of the invention as defined by the appended 
claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A passive optical network comprising: 
a central office; 
a plurality of optical network units, each of the optical 

network unit including: a first upstream light source for 
outputting an upstream optical signal; a circulator hav 
ing a first to a third port, for outputting the upstream 
optical signal input to the first port to the second port 
connected to a distribution optical fiber, for outputting 
the returning upstream optical signal input to the sec 
ond port to the third port; an optical receiver for 
receiving the upstream optical signal output from the 
third port of the circulator, and converting the received 
upstream optical signal into an electrical signal to be 
output; a second upstream light source for outputting an 
upstream optical signal; and a first Switch for connect 
ing the first upstream light Source to the circulator in a 
normal state, for connecting the circulator to the second 
upstream light source when an abnormality has 
occurred at the first upstream light source; 

a remote node connected to the central office through a 
main optical fiber, the remote node transmitting one 
portion of power of the upstream optical signal, which 
has input from each of the optical network units, to the 
central office, and returning a remaining portion of the 
power of the upstream optical signal to the optical 
network unit; and 

a plurality of distribution optical fibers connecting the 
plurality of optical network units to the remote node, 

wherein each of the optical network units transmitting the 
upstream optical signal to the remote node through a 
corresponding distribution optical fiber, and detecting 
abnormality occurrence from a state of the upstream 
optical signal returning from the remote node. 

2. The passive optical network as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the remote node includes: 

a wavelength division multiplexer for multiplexing and 
outputting a plurality of upstream optical signals input 
from the distribution optical fibers, demultiplexing 
returning multiplexed upstream optical signals, and 
transmitting the demultiplexed optical signals to the 
distribution optical fibers; and 

a reflector having a first end connected to the main optical 
fiber and a second end connected to the wavelength 
division multiplexer, for passing one portion of power 
of the multiplexed upstream optical signals input from 
the wavelength division multiplexer, and for returning 
a remaining portion of the power of the multiplexed 
upstream optical signals to the wavelength division 
multiplexer. 
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3. The passive optical network as claimed in claim 1, 

wherein each of the optical network units further includes: 
a beam splitter for splitting the portion of power of the 

upstream optical signal; and 
a second switch for providing the optical receiver with 

one portion of the split power in order to check whether 
or not an abnormality occurs at the first upstream light 
SOUC. 

4. A passive optical network comprising: 
a central office; 
a remote node including a wavelength division multi 

plexer and a plurality of optical distributors, the wave 
length division multiplexer having a multiplexing port 
connected to the central office through a main optical 
fiber and a plurality of demultiplexing ports connected 
to a plurality of distribution optical fibers, the wave 
length division multiplexer multiplexing a plurality of 
upstream optical signals input to the demultiplexing 
ports to output the multiplexed signal to the multiplex 
ing port, and the optical distributors disposed on the 
distribution optical fibers, having multiple pairs of the 
optical distributors, passing input upstream optical sig 
nals when the upstream optical signals have specific 
wavelengths assigned to the optical distributors, and 
transmitting the upstream optical signals to other opti 
cal distributors when the upstream optical signals do 
not have specific wavelengths assigned to the optical 
distributors; and 

a plurality of optical network units connected to the 
distribution optical fibers, having multiple pairs of the 
optical network units, and having a first upstream light 
source for outputting an upstream optical signal and a 
first optical Switch, the first optical Switch transmitting 
the upstream optical signal to a directly connected 
distribution optical fiber in a normal state, and the first 
optical Switch transmitting the upstream optical signal 
through a distribution optical fiber connected to a 
corresponding optical network unit when an abnormal 
ity occurs at the distribution optical fiber. 

5. The passive optical network as claimed in claim 4. 
wherein the remote node further includes a reflector and 
each of the optical network units detects abnormality occur 
rence from a state of the upstream optical signal returning 
from the remote node, the reflector having a first end 
connected to the main optical fiber and a second end 
connected to the wavelength division multiplexer, passing 
one portion of power of the multiplexed upstream optical 
signals inputted from the wavelength division multiplexer, 
and returning a remaining portion of the power of the 
multiplexed upstream optical signals to the wavelength 
division multiplexer. 

6. The passive optical network as claimed in claim 5, 
wherein each optical network unit further includes a circu 
lator and an optical receiver, wherein: 

the circulator has a first to third port, outputs the upstream 
optical signal inputted to the first port to the second port 
connected to the distribution optical fiber, and outputs 
the returning upstream optical signal inputted to the 
second port to the third port, and 

the optical receiver receives the upstream optical signal 
outputted from the third port of the circulator, and 
converts the received upstream optical signal into an 
electrical signal to be outputted. 

7. The passive optical network as claimed in claim 6, 
wherein each optical network unit further includes a second 
upstream light Source for outputting an upstream optical 
signal, and the first Switch connects the first upstream light 
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Source to the circulator in a normal state, and connects the 
circulator to the second upstream light source when an 
abnormality has occurred at the first upstream light source. 

8. The passive optical network as claimed in claim 7. 
wherein each optical network unit further includes: 

an optical splitter for splitting one portion of power of the 
upstream optical signal; and 

a second switch for providing the optical receiver with 
one portion of the split power in order to check whether 
or not an abnormality occurs at the first upstream light 
SOUC. 

9. An optical network unit for an optical network com 
prising: 

an interface for a distribution optical fiber, 
an upstream light Source for outputting an upstream 

optical signal; and 
a controller, 
a circulator having a first to a third port, for outputting the 

upstream optical signal input to the first port to the 
second port connected to the distribution optical fiber, 
for outputting the returning upstream optical signal 
input to the second port to the third port; 

an optical receiver for receiving the upstream optical 
signal output from the third port of the circulator, and 
converting the received upstream optical signal into an 
electrical signal to be output; 

second upstream light source for outputting an upstream 
optical signal; 

a first Switch for connecting the first upstream light source 
to the circulator in a normal state, for connecting the 
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circulator to the second upstream light source when an 
abnormality has occurred at the first upstream light 
Source; 

a beam splitter for splitting the portion of power of the 
upstream optical signal; and 

a second switch for providing the optical receiver with 
one portion of the split power in order to check whether 
or not an abnormality occurs at the first upstream light 
Source, 

wherein the optical network unit transmits the upstream 
optical signal via the interface and receives a return 
signal based upon the upstream optical signal, the 
controller being arranged to detect an abnormality 
occurrence from a state of the return signal. 

10. The optical network unit as claimed in claim 9. 
wherein the abnormality occurrence includes a rapid reduc 
tion of power of the return signal, an intermittent interrup 
tion of the return signal or lack of the return signal. 

11. The optical network unit as claimed in claim 9, further 
comprising: 

a beam splitter for splitting the portion of power of the 
upstream optical signal; and 

a second switch for providing the optical receiver with 
one portion of the split power in order to check whether 
or not an abnormality occurs at the first upstream light 
SOUC. 


