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Zo all whom it may concern: -
Beit known that I, JULIUS HEIMANN, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Manhat-
tan borough, New. York city, in the county
5 and State of New York, have invented new
and useful Improvements in Hats or Head-
Gear, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.
In the manufacture of such articles as cer-
1o tain kinds of hats a certain degree of yield-
ing or elastieity is called for, so that the hat
w111 give nunder pressure, but return to its
proper shape, or not remain distorted when
released. Reed or ratan having a covering
15 spun thereabout is serviceable for such stiff-
ening.

ThlS invention is set forth in the following
specification and claims,and illustr ated inthe
annexed drawings, in whlch—

Figure 1 is a sectional side v1ew of a hat
prov1ded with the stiffener. Fig. 2 shows a
piece of braid with a stiffener. Fig. 3 shows
areed or ratan covered. TFig. 4 isa sectional
end view of Fig. 3.

The reed or ratan is shown at ¢ and the
covering or thread spun thereabout is repre-
sented at b. This reed ¢ forms a core, and
strands ¢, laid along the core or reed and in-
closed by or having spun about them the
30 threads or covering b, will give a fullness or

rounded effect to the stiffener. This stiffener
@, being sewed or secured along or about a
hat, w111 hold the latter in shape, while allow-
ing the same to yield under pressure. The
35 hat being formed or composed of braid, the
stiffener is suitably secured or applied to the
braid. A practical way, it has been found,
is to apply the stiffener at a distance from
the edge of the braid. The strands and spin-
40 ning a.bout the reed or ratan give a fullness
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‘| the same.

or rounded appearance or. ﬁmsh to the stiff-

(No mode_l.)

ener and the thickening or material furnished
by said strands and spinning allows sewing
or stitching of thereed in place without the
sewing-thread having to be-led over or about
the reed. In other words, the sewing or at-
taching threadscan bestitched or run through
thestrandsalongside thereed instead of about
The use of reed or ratan is ad-
vantageous as compared with wire, since wire
is apt to stay more or less bent after pressure,
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while ratan has been found to spring back -

or return to its normal shape after the hat has
been exposed to pressure—such, for example,
as caused by the wearer leaning against a
chair-back. "

What I claim as new, and deswe to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. In a hat, the comblnatlon of a body por-
tion constructed of braid formed of suitable
material, and a stiffening for said braid con-
sisting of-a core of reed, strands of mate-
rial eylindrical in cross-section, of less diame-
ter than the core, surroundmor and engaging
the periphery of the same, sald stmnds en-
gaging each other, and a cover surrounding
and engaging the said strands, substantially
as shown and described.

2. A hat composed of braid and a stiffening
secured thereto consisting of a core of reed
strands of suitable mater 1a1 clrcumferentlally
surrounding and engaging the periphery of
said core and engavmo"each other,and a cover

surrounding and engaging the said strands.

In testlmony Whereof I ha.ve hereunto set
my hand in the presence of two subseribing
witnesses.

JULIUS HEIMANN.

Witnesses:
W. C. HAUFF,
E. F. KASTENHUBER. -
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