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Patented Sept. 9, 1924. 

UNITED STATES EPA 
1,508,263 

WILLIAIVL T. YOUNGER, OF ST. LOUIS, IVIISSOURI. 

CLOTHESLINE REEL. 
Application filed July 12, 1923. Serial No. 651,156. 

To all biom it may concern: 
Beit known that, WILLIAAF. T. YoUNGER, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
St. Louis and State of Missouri, have in 
vented certain new and useful improve 
ments in Clothesline Reels; and do hereby 
declare the following to be a full, clear, and 
exact description of the invention, such as 
will enable others skilled in the art to which 
it appertains to make and use the same. 
The invention relates to means for reeling 

a clothesline and has for its object the pro 
vision of a device which may be suspended 
from the shoulders and which will accom 
modate a long length of clothesline and 
which is light, durable and effective for the purpose designed. 

ther objects and advantages will be ap 
parent and suggest themselves as the nature 
of the invention is understood. 
While the drawings illustrate an embodi 

inent of the invention it is to be understood 
that in adapting the same to meet different 
conditions and requirements, various 
changes in the form, proportion and mino' 
details of construction may be resorted to 
without departing from the nature of the 
invention. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings 
forming a part of the application: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a clothes 
line reel casing embodying the invention, 

Figure 2 is an end view thereof, the 
shoulder straps being omitted, 
Figure 3 is a cross-sectional view of the 

device, 
Figure 4 is a longitudinal section, the 

windlass being in full lines, 
Figure 5 is a longitudinal sectional view 

of the casing and windlass, parts being 
broken away, 

Figure 6 is an end view of the windlass, 
the journal being omitted, 

Figure 7 is a perspective view of one of 
the journals, . 

Figure 8 is a perspective view of the jour 
nal provided with the crank, the outer por 
tion of the latter being broken away, 

Figure 9 is an enlarged sectional view of 
a portion of the casing, and 

Figure 10 is a detail perspective view of 
a portion of the cover. 
Corresponding and like parts are referred 

to in the following description and desig 
nated in the several views of the drawings 
by like reference characters. 

The device comprises a windlass and a 
casing, the latter being preferably of cylin 
drical form and comprising similar heads 
1, a Wall 2 and a cover 3. The heads 1 are 
provided at their outer edge with an in 
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Wardly exteriding fiange 4. The cylindrical 
iyall 2 extends approximately three-fourths 
the circumference of the casing, the remain 
ing One-fourth being open to admit of ready 
access to the interior of the casing. 
COWe 3 
Opening in the side of the casing and is re 
inforced at opposite longitudinal edges by 
means of a roll 5 which is outwardly dis 
posed. The wall 2 is spaced inwardly from 
the flanges 4 of the heads 1 a distance to 
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is of a size to normally close the 
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leave an annular space 6 in which the cover 
3 is free to slide circumferentially of the 
easing so as to expose or close the opening 
in the side thereof, as required. The wall 
2 is Secured to the heads in any preferred 
Way and, as shown, tabs 7 formed with the 
wall 2 are bent inwardly and are riveted to 
the heads 1. The reinforcing rolls 5 atop 
posite edges of the cover 3 are formed in 
their ends with notches 8 which receive the 
inner flanges 4 of the heads 1, thereby as 
sisting materially in holding the cover in 
place and directing the same in its move 
ment. The rolls 5, in addition to reinforc 
ing opposite edge portions of the cover, pro 
vide convenient means for operating the 
latter both when opening and closing the 
Same. . . . . - . ... . . . . 

The windlass comprises a shaft 9 and end 
pieces 10, these parts preferably constitut 
ing elements of a sheet metal blank. The 
shaft 9 is of polygonal form, being prefer 
ably of triangular outline in cross section 
and the end pieces 10 consist of extensions of 
the sides of the shaft which are bent sub-. 
stantially at a right angle thereto. Stay 
plates 11 reinforce the ends of the windlass 
and are riveted or otherwise secured to the 
bent extensions forming the ends 10. 
The heads 1, as also the stay plates 11, are 

formed with centrally disposed openings in 
which are fitted journals 12 and 13, each 
being of tubular form and the journal 12 
having an outer flange 14 at its outer end, 
and the journal 13 being provided at its 
outer end with tabs 15 which are riveted or 
otherwise secured to a crank 16. The outer 
ends of the journals 12 and 13 project 
sightly beyond the outer side of the head 1 
and receive the inner ends of links 17 which 
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are loose thereon. The journals 12 and 13 
pass loosely through the heads 1 and stay 
plates 11 and are secured within the shaft 
9 by means of pins 18. Coincident openings 
19 are formed in the journal 12 and shaft 9 
to receive the inner end of the clothes line 
20, the end disposed within the journal 12 
being knotted to prevent its withdrawal 
through the opening 19. In this manne' the 
clothesline is attached to the windlass. 

Keepers 23 are applied to the heads E 
near their outer edges and receive the olifier 
ends of the links 17. A shoulder strap 22 
is attached at its ends to the outer ends of 
the links it. The construction is such as 
to admit of the journals being applied to 
either end of the device, whereby the latter 
}nay be operated by the right or left hand 
as found most convenient. 
In practice, the strap 22 is arranged to en 

gage the back of the neck and the shoulders 
at each side thereof so that the casing i 
supported horizontally in front of the per 
son with the crank 16 to the right or to the 
left as required. Normally the casing is 
closed by means of the cover 3 which closes 
the opening in the side thereof. When the 
cover is slid about the wall 2, the opening is 
disclosed and the clothesline 20 may be 
wound upon or unwound from the windlass, 
as required. w 

It will be understood from the foregoing 
taken in connection with the accompanying 
drawings that the invention results in the 
provision of a clothesline reel which is port 
able, capable of being easily handled, read 
ily reversible from a right to a left-hand 
wind and which is dust-proof, thereby af 
fording protection to the line and prevent 
ing the same from soiling wet articles hung 
thereon for drying. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In a device of the character specified, a 

casing including circular heads having in 
wardly disposed flanges at their outer edges, 
a circular wall attached to the heads and 
Spaced in Wardly from the flanges thereof a 
short distance, a cover for closing an open 

ing in a side of the casing and having its 
edges mounted in the spaces formed between 
the inner flanges of the heads and the said 
circular Wall, and the edges of said cover 
rolled back on themselves and provided with 
notches to receive the flanges on the casing 
heads. 

2. in a device of the character specified, 
a casing including circular heads having in 
wardly disposed fianges at their outei' edges', 
a circular Wall attached to the heads and 
spaced inwardly from the flanges thereof a 
short distance, and a cover for closing at 
opening in a side of the casing and having 
its edges mounted in the spaces formed ke. 
tween the inner fianges of the head and the 
said circular wall, said cover having opio 
site edge portions formed into rolls to pro. 
vide reinforcing and operating means, said 
rolls having their ends notched to receive 
the inwardly disposed fianges of the said 
head. 

3. In a device of the character specified, 
a windlass comprising a polygonal shaft 
having its sides extended and bent substan 
tially at a right angle to provide ends, and :) 
stay plate at each end of the windlass and 
attached to said bent ends and serving to re 
inforce the windlass. 

4. A device of the character specified com 
prising a casing, a circumferentially sliding 
cover closing an opening formed in a side 
of the casing, a windlass within the casing 
comprising a hollow shaft and ends, tubilat' 
journals secured within the shaft, of the 
windlass and having their ends loosely 
mounted in the head of the casing and pro 
jecting slightly beyond said heads, a crank 
attached to the projecting end of one of the 
journals, and Suspending means attached to 
the projecting ends of the journals. 

In testimony whereof affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

WELLIAM T. YOUNGER 
Witnesses: 

CLEM. A. PETTITT, 
THOS. P. MooRE. 
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