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To all whom' it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoEN Briss CORSER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at To-
wanda, in the county of Bradford and State
of Pennsylvania, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Strap-Fasteners;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a

- fuall, clear,and exact description of the inven-

10

5

20

25

30

35

40

45

§0

tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to whieh it appertains to make and use
the same. .

My invention relatesto certain newand use-
ful improvements in strap-fasteners for secur-
ing straps and other bands atapredetermined
and greater degree of tension than can be se-
cured with an ordinary buckle.

The main object of my invention is the pro-
vision of a fastener for the purpose of draw-
ing up and holding a strap, such as an ordi-
nary skate-strap, so that it will bind more
tightly against the body to be secured by it
than it will when a buckle of the usual con-
struction is employed.’ '

Other objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will appear in the following description,
and the novelty thereof will be particularly
pointed ont in the claims.

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a per-
spective view of a strap-fastener constructed
in accordance with my invention and applied
to the heel-strap and leather upper of askate.
Fig. 2 is a plan view of the same. Fig.3isa
longitudinal section through the line x  of
Fig. 2, and Fig. 4 is an edge elevation of a
modification of my invention.

Like letters of referenceindicate like parts
throughout the several views,

A is a metallic body-plate adapted to be se-
cured in a suitable manner—such as by riv-
ots—to one side of a skate-upper or to one
end of a strap or other similar article. This
plate is provided a little forward of its center
with a lng or catch a, for a purpose hereinaf-
ter described. Near its rear end the body-
plate is cut away for about one-third. of its
length to form a reecess, and at the sides of
this recess two ears o’ a’ are formed perpen-
dicular to the body-plate and at the extreme
rear end thereof. The open link B, substan-
tially oblong in shape, is provided near one
end with studs or pins 0 b, journaled in the

trunnions ¢’ ¢/, and on these studs the link
oscillates freely in the recess in the end of the
body-plate A. Near its opposite end the link
B ig provided with a cross-bar b’, made inte-
gral with the body of the link. A fastening-
plate C is secured at one end to said eross-
bar by a loose loop, which admits of a little
end-play of the fastening-plate upon said
cross-bar—say to the extent of one thirty-sec-
ond or one-sixteenth of an inch. The end of
the strap tobe drawn up issecured to the oppo-
site end of the fastening-plate in any suitable
manner, the preferable construection being to
secure the strap by rivets within a sheath
formed on the end of the plate. This plate
is slotted longitudinally close to where it is
hinged to the cross-bar for the purpose of
snapping over the lug a when the fastening
device is in use.

The operation of my invention is as fol-
lows: The free end of the fastening-plate C
is secured to one endof a strap and the body-
plate A is secured to the other end of the
strap or to one side of a skate-upper, if used
in eonnection with a skate. An ordinary
buckle—such as D—is placed at an interme-
diate point in the strap, as shown. Thelink
B is then folded down upon the body-plate A,
the link turning in the truhnions ¢’ a’. The
hinged fastening-plate C is also folded down,
turning on the cross-bar b, and by means of
the slot near its hinged end is snapped over
the noseof thelug a. By means of the buckle
D the strap is drawn up approximately tight
and secured. The fastening-plate is then re-
leased from the lug ¢ by pulling up on the
end B’ of the link B. The strap is then
drawn up by means of the buckle D as much
more tightly (say half an inch or an inch) as

.

55

60

65

70

75

8o

85

90

may be deemed necessary or advisable. Then .
by pulling down upon the end B’ of the link .

sufficient leverage is obtained (the trunnions
o' o' forming the fulerum) to draw up the
strap and snap the fastening-plate down over
the nose of the lug a. At the same time the
opposite end of the fastening-plate issnapped
down over thesmall studsb® 5% and thistends
to hold the plate still more securely. When
it is desired to loosen the strap,it canbe done
by pulling up on the end B’ of the link, as
before stated. This movement throws the
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loop of the fasteniug-plate slightly forward
on the cross-bar and releases the plate from
engagement with the lug a.

It will be seen from the above deseription
that a fastener of this construction affords
means for drawing a strap up very tightly
not possessed by an ordinary buckle and ef-
fects a considerable saving of time and en-
ergy, making it very convenient for many
purposes. As applied to skates, forinstance,
the skater can effect a perfect adjustment of
the straps of his or her skates at home or be-
fore going on the ice, and after going on the
ice all that has to be done is to slip the foot
in place through the loosened straps when
the fastener is open, as shown in Fig. 1, and
snap the fastening-plate over'the catch a into
position, as shown in Fig. 2.

This fastener is equally well adapted for
use with both toe and heel straps, and by its
use the adjustinent of skates in cold weather
is made much more easy and perfect.

I do not of course limit myself to the use
of my improved fastener in connection with
skates, although I have deseribed it -as espe-
cially adapted for this purpose, as it may be
used in a variety of ways and wherever it is
desired to obtain a very secure fastening; nor
do I limit myself to its usein connection with
a buckle placed intermediate of the strap, as
it is evident that this buckle may be made in-
tegral with or secured to the frontend of ‘the

body-plate A, as shown in Fig. 4,when the fast-.
ener is used on a plain strap or band for se-.

curing trunks, &c.,and when used in this way
the body-plate A would not.be attached tothe
strap.

Having thus described my invention, what

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-.
1 plate and the studs 0* of the open link when

ent, is—
1. A device for tightening and securing
straps, consisting of a body-plate having are-

cess atone end and a lug orcateh in its upper-

face near the other end, an open link jour-
naled near one end in said recessed end and
adapted to oscillate in the recess and having
a cross-bar near its opposite end, and a slot-
ted fastening-plate hinged to said eross-bar by
aloose loop and adapted to engagethe cateh in

the face of the body-plate, substantially as de-
seribed. '

2. A device for tightening and securing
straps, consisting of a body-plate having are-
cess at one end and a lug or catch in its up-
per facenear the otherend, anopen link jour-
naled near one end in said recessed end and
adapted to oscillate in the recess and having
studs 1? near the journaled end of the link
and a cross-bar near the opposite end, and a
slotted fastening-plate hinged to said cross-
bar by a loose loop and adapted to engage the
catch in the face of the body-plate and the
studs ¥® of the open link when folded down
upon said body - plate, substantially as de-
scribed.

3. A device for tightening and securing
straps, consisting of a body-plate having a re-
cess at one end,a buckle at the other end,and
an intermediate lugorcateh in itsupperface,
an open link journaled nearone end in said
recessed end.and adapted to oscillate in the
recess and having a cross-bar near its oppo-
site end,and a slotted fastening-plate hinged
to said cross-bar by a loose loop and adapted
to engage the catch in the face of the body-
plate when folded down thereupon, substan-
tially as described.

4, A device for tightening and securing
straps, consisting of a body-plate having a re-
cess at one end, abuckle at the other end,and
an intermediate lug or catch in its-upperface,

an open link journaled near one end in said

recessed-end and adapted to oscillate in the re-
cess and having studs b® near the journaled
end of the link and a cross-bar near the oppo-
site end,;and a slotted fastening-plate hinged
to said cross-bar by a loose loop and adapted
to engage the catch in the face of the body-

folded down upon said body-plate, substan-
tially as described.

In testimony whereof T affix mysignaturein
presence of two witnesses.

JOIIN BLISS CORSER.
Witnesses:
J. H. ORDETT,
W. T. HUMPHREY.
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