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John B. 

This invention relates to a new and improved carrier 
for bottles having a bottle opener incorporated therein. 
More particularly, the present invention relates to that 
type of carrier wherein a plurality of bottles of carbon 
ated beverages or the like are conveniently carried from 
the store to the place of consumption. By attachment 
of the opener to the handle of the carrier, a convenient 
means for opening the bottles is provided and the neces 
sity of obtaining a separate bottle opener is eliminated. 
One of the features of the invention is the fact that 

the bottle opener is formed of relatively light gauge sheet 
metal and is applied to the handle of the carrier at a 
location where there are several overlapping thicknesses 
of cardboard so that the sheet metal and cardboard com 
bine to provide the necessary rigidity which enables the 
bottle opener to pry off the bottle cap. 
A further feature of the invention is the fact that it 

can be applied to standard types of bottle carriers with 
out extreme modification of existing types of carriers. 

Another feature of the invention is its low cost of 
manufacture and its adaptability to standard carrier con 
structions. 

Other objects of the present invention will become 
apparent upon reading the following specification and 
referring to the accompanying drawings in which similar 
characters of reference represent corresponding parts in 
each of the several views. 

In the drawings: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a carrier in which 

the present invention is incorporated. 
FIG. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary front elevation 

of the bottle opener portion of the carrier. 
FIG. 3 is a rear elevation of the structure of FIG. 2. 
FIG. 4 is an horizontal sectional view taken substan 

tially along the line 4-4 of FIG. 2. 
FIG. 5 is a view similar to FIG. 2 of a modified 

construction. 
FIG. 6 is a vertical sectional view taken substantially 

along line 6-6 of FIG. 5. 
FIG. 7 is a view similar to FIG. 2 of still another 

modification. 
FIG. 8 is an horizontal sectional view taken substan 

tially along the line 8-8 of FIG. 7. 
As has been indicated, the present invention is a com 

bination carrier for bottled beverages and opener for 
removing the crown caps commonly used to close such 
bottles. The invention may be applied to a large num 
ber of different types of carriers, it being understood that 
there are numerous types of such carriers commercially 
available. In the particular carrier illustrated in the ac 
companying drawings, there are provided ends 11 and 
front and rear sides 12 and 13, respectively, with a ver 
tical partition 14 extending down the center of the car 
rier. Transverse partitions 16 divide the carrier into 
six compartments, each shaped to hold a bottle of bever 
age, In FIG. 2 is shown the outline of the neck of such 
a bottle 17 closed by a cap 18 of the crown type well 
understood in the bottling art, 
The carrier central partition 14 is provided at its up 

per end with a handle portion 21 apertured as indicated 
by reference numeral 22 to provide a hand hole for 
transporting the carrier. Handle 21 is normally fabri 
cated with a number of layers of material in side by side 
relationship. Inasmuch as the material is commonly of 
a fairly thick cardboard, the plurality of layers of mate 
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2 
rial results in considerable rigidity at the handle. Ad 
vantage is taken of this rigidity as hereinafter appears. 

Bottle opener 26 is formed of sheet metal of relatively 
thin gauge preferably bent back in two parallel leaves 
27 with the fold 28 at which the leaves are bent being 
located on the outside edge of the opener 26. An aper 
ture 29 of generally circular shaping is located inward 
ly from folded edge 28. The bottom of aperture 29 is 
formed with an outwardly projecting cusp 31 shaped to 
engage under the skirt of bottle cap 18. The upper edge 
of the aperture 29 is formed with a downward project 
ing fulcrum 32 which contacts the top of the cap 18. 
By positioning the bottle 7 in the position shown in 
FIG. 2 and twisting the bottle in a clockwise direction, 
the cap 18 is pried off the bottle with considerable 
facility. 
The handle 21 is preferably formed with a rectangular 

notch 32 in one of its upper outer corners to receive 
the opener 26 in such manner that it is not necessary for 
the opener 26 to protrude beyond the normal outlines 
of the carrier. The depth of the notch 32 is sufficient 
to accommodate the aperture 29. 

Various means of attachment of the opener 26 to 
the handle 21 may be employed. In the modification 
shown in FIGS. 1 to 4, leaf 27a is shorter than the op 
posite leaf 27b. A tongue 36 is formed at the inner edge 
of leaf 27a and bent inwardly through the handle 21 
and thence through a slit 37 in the opposite leaf 27b. 
The terminus 38 of tongue 37 is built backwardly. The 
other leaf 27b is provided with a similar tongue 39 which 
extends through a hole 41 in the handle 21 and the ter 
minal portion of the tongue 37 is bent outwardly. This 
means of attachment secures the opener 26 to the handle 
21 without the use of independent attachment means. 

In the modification shown in FIGS. 5 and 6, leaves 27c 
of the carrier 26a are of the same length and are placed 
on the outside of the handle 21. One or more conven 
tional wire staples 46 may be driven through the leaves 
27c and the intervening handle 21 and bent over in a 
manner well understood in the wire stapling art. 

In the modification of FIGS. 7 and 8 the leaves 27d 
are similar to the leaves 27c of the modification of FIGS. 
5 and 6. However, the leaves 27d are inserted between 
the several layers of material of the handle 21 and are 
thus concealed thereby. Staples 46a are driven through 
the handle 21 and leaves 27d to secure the carrier 26b 
in position. The shape of the bottle opener portion of 
the modification of FIGS. 5 and 7 is essentially the same 
as that shown in FIG. 2 and it will be understood that 
such shape may be modified in such manner as desired, 
provided the structure operates to remove the bottle cap 
in use. The carrier is employed in conventional man 
ner to transport capped beverage bottles 17 to the point 
of consumption. When it is desired to open one or more 
bottles, the cap 18 is positioned in the manner illustrated 
in FIG. 2 and a twisting movement in a clockwise direc 
tion is applied to the bottle, the opener 26 functioning 
to pry the cap 18 off the bottle 17. Hence the necessity 
of having a separate bottle opener and the inconvenience 
which occurs when a bottle opener cannot be located 
when it is desired to open bottles are eliminated. 

Although the foregoing invention has been described 
in some detail by way of illustration and example for 
purposes of clarity of understanding, it is understood that 
certain changes and modificaitons may be practiced with 
in the spirit of the invention and scope of the appended 
claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A bottle carrier comprising an open-top box formed 

of cardboard and having a substantial rectangular shape 
in top plan and having partitions to separate bottles in 
said carrier, a substantial flat, vertical handle formed of 
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a plurality of layers of cardboard centrally disposed in 
said carrier and extending transversely of said carrier 
and having a substantial vertical side edge lying in a 
common vertical plane with the side of said carrier, said 
handle being formed with a notch extending inward from 5 
said side edge; a unitary, thin flat metal portion having 
its outer edge extending out no further than said side 
edge, said metal portion being a relatively long member 
lying parallel to said handle and transversely of said 
carrier, said metal portion at least partially filling said 
notch, said metal portion being formed with an aperture 
within the outline of said notch and opening along said 
vertical side edge, said aperture being that of a bottle 
opener and having an upwardly extending cusp at its 
outer lower edge and a downward extending fulcrum 5 2,806,393 
at its outer upper edge, said cusp and fulcrum cooperat 

4. 
ing to pry a cap from a bottle; and fastening means at 
taching said metal portion to said handle. 

2. A carrier according to claim 1, in which said metal 
portion is positioned between the layers of cardboard of 
said handle. 

3. A carrier according to claim 1, in which said metal 
portion is formed in flat parallel leaves folded along said 
vertical side edge. 

4. A carrier according to claim 1, in which said 
10 leaves are disposed on opposite sides of said handle. 
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