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A method for diagnosing the presence or an increased risk of
developing an autism spectrum disorder in a subject, the
method comprising:obtaining a nucleic acid from a tissue or
body fluid sample from a subject; conducting an assay to
identify whether there is a variant sequence, or a plurality
of variant sequences, in the subject's nucleic acid;for each
variant detected, determining if the variant is a known
variant associated with an autism spectrum disorder or a
previously undescribed variant; if the variant is a
previously undescribed variant, determining if the variant
is expected to have a deleterious effect on at least one of
gene expression and/or protein function; and diagnosing the
presence or an increased risk of developing the autism
spectrum disorder based on the variant sequence or the
plurality of variant sequences detected. Said method wherein
the nucleic acid comprises at least a portion of the EIF4E
gene. A method for identifying mutations correlated with the
presence or increased risk of developing an autism spectrum
disorder, the method comprising: identifying a nucleic acid
to be evaluated as having a sequence that if mutated may be
or is associated with the development of autism; obtaining a
nucleic acid sample from a tissue or body fluid sample from
a subject having an autism spectrum disorder; and conducting
an assay to identify whether there is a mutation in the
nucleic acid sequence in the subject having autism as
compared to the nucleic acid sequence in individuals who do
not have an autism spectrum disorder, wherein the presence
of the mutation in a subject with an autism spectrum
disorder indicates that the mutation may be associated with
the development of the autism spectrum disorder.

2-87. claims: 1-29(partially)

Idem as invention 1 but wherein the gene is:

inv 2 = EBP1

%ﬁQ'é%';'UéééA .............

(Claims 5-8, 19, 20, 27-29 are partially comprised only in
the inventions relative to the therein disclosed genes)
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